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‘ June 14, 1943

Yr. Jchn E. ¥orgzn, Superviser of Safety *

Depariment of ~abor & Irdustries

State of Yachingtcen

Olympia, Washington

RE: Proposed General Safety Stancards -

PDear ¥r. Yorgan: Stzndard L9, Article A-5, AZZzTTCCIS

Our Acs=ociation has given due considerzticn to the abovc centioned subject
and submit to-you the following reco—zeadations.

Inaszuch as any cdust rhich might occur in any of cur operations during the
application of materizl in which asbestos might be used is not of any dif-
fercnt character from the ordinary dust -that is d evelered in thcusands of
occupations, we feel that it is adequately classified_under Standard 45 {n the
generzl classificaticn of "Hzzards and Protective Devices.” The relative
cuantity of asbestos in the raterials thzt use the name “asbestos" i3 quite
=nall. As a matter of fact, magnesia is 85% of most ol the pipe covering
ntu.ch ia geuerally referred to as asbestos amongest those uninformed.

In our entire .practice of bandling asbestos in the State of ¥ashington,

and our Association mezbers have beea in this buziness over LD years, we
have no knowledge of anyone who 1s even acquainted with the coined word
"Asbestosis" much less ever havirg contracted the disease. e feel that
if such a so-called dicease were advertised to the general public, and our
workmen in particular, that it would give them an excuse upon which to place
claims for all sorts of zllied ailments and our pirticmlar industry would te

unduly bu-dered by such parasites.

Our Committee, cansisting of Xr. 7. S. Jenkins and dr. T. F. 3ellaxy, who
were interviewed by John Z. Morgan and Hemaa Luft at the Smith Tower offices
of the Department of Laber & Incustries, report that the recorced singular
case of Asbestosls as noted in the medical jouwrmals occurred in fngland soce
LO or 50 years ago under oust umsanitary and irnhumen wor¥king conditions.
Since this foreign disease has nct coze to our atteanticen, ve ifeel it shcould
be left in Europe where it belongs and not trouzat to our local communities
and c-eate hysteria and fear acongest the fazilices of our contented workmen
who are now enjoying good health and living to a ripe old age, which is
significant of the Pipe Coverers Union as compared with the other trades.

These statistics of your Department confirm the souncdness of this arpument

by the low rate which we have, and we wish to centiruc enjoying this low rate
by not allowing our standards to be acuiterated. Therefore, we heartily
recomrend that this entire Paragraph A-S be deleted from your code, and pledge
our ccoperatlon to your Safety Standards, which 2s we inte:rpret them, is using
goed comaon sense on 21l occasions.

Q‘ all our orerutions where tre slightert amount of cust alzit arise from any

aiug, your represcatative will corcur thct we have pro er ventilation and
n-"pir:tox'y devices. However, when it come s to inst 1ling our zaterial in
cragpued quarters of war, vessels, we have proven thet it i< of rord vialue to
consider safety in regard to nvmg ~“a aan proper visicn and not allowing
hin to be encuwbervd with respirators, air hoczers, hoodz, etec.
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Very truly yours

NORTEVEST MAGNLNI& ASTCCLATICN
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