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WHITE LEAD

Y¥hite lead has been known and used ss s pigment for een-
turios; the Romans and Greeks used the native carbonste of lead
or "cerusse,” as 1t was then called, from which the mineralogioal
name esrussite hes arisen. Twnis netural pigment is found only in
comprerstively smell quantities, ond it is no wonder that & process
for the artificial production of white lead was soon found ocut snd
adopted, with the result thet natural cerussite is not now used

as s pigrmant,

It is not knowm whon white lesd wes Pirst mode, who nude it,

" or to wnat country it owes its birth. The oldost known method ia

that comwmly oslled the "Dutch mathed," from the supposition thet

it wes invented in ‘iollsnd; 1t is described as the Dutch process in

an Epzlish putent granted in 1787, and there is no docubt but thaot it ig
the rrccess referred to in three carlier patents grantsd in 1822, 1835,
and 1745, in whion it is spoken of as sn old process. Evidantly

white losd has boen made for ssversl conturiaes, Dyring all this period
thare haz bnen but li%tle chenge mcde in 4ho Dutech procass. But in

the intorvol inventors hove not bhe:n idle, for there is no cthar
pigmant which has a+tracted so much sttention et their hands as white
‘lead; and the number of processas end modifications of yprocesseswhioh
tove been dovisad, Is almost innumerable, TWith sll this invention, the
ancient Dutch process still retsins its pre-eminence as t*e bast
process for the monufacture of white leaed.
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