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At last ysaris meeting, plgnents and chamicals were covered by four dife i
ferent speakcrs, This year, since I tlcne have that ocamission, the coversge will f
necessarily have to be fast, and probably apotty.

1 —zm  The prelisinary figures oo lead pigaents for 1952 indicate a reduction in

" oconsumption in all classifications when coepared to 1951, Litharge shipments fell
from 154,75) tons to an indicated 142,855 tons, a rodu-tion of 8%; Red Lend from
35,352 tons to 31,565 tons, or 11f; end White Lead, dry, in the form of lsad ia oil,
and 2130 including the white lead content of lsaded tinc oxides, from 43,990 tons
to 36,567 tons, a reduction of 25%. Combiring the foregeing, (total lsad pignents
shipped 111;’1.;52 amounted to 210,767 tons, &s compared to 239,095 tons 4n 199, &
loss of .

However, csvery-ns is srare that 1952 was a hectic year of inventory adjuste
ments and price gymtions, and it is not surprising that there was an overull dee
¢line in the tonnage of pigments, It would suem that 195) should produce & movew

e sent of tonniges less subjact toO sharp ups and downs than {n 1952, but it is yet
to0 early to predict the lsvel that will be estallished, The storege battery in-
dustry regquirements, and particularly for 1eplacemsrt battariss, continuee to be
the major determining factor, (During the pest seversl years the starage battery
industry has consumed uppmximtel:ngox of the totnl ltharge and red lesd shipped
and 80 continues to be the "bell weather” of our business., As tha battary business

4 goes, 80 geperslly goes the lead oxide business,) Since Mr, Scamerville has so

ably covered the present and future outlook for the storsge battery business, fure
ther ccoments would be totally suparflucas, Variationa in the other consuming
industries are much less importart and in most cases follow the general business -
curve, It czppears thet stormge battery manufacturers do not have excessive stooks
of either rew materials or fimished products, 30 incressing demards from consumers
should be felt rather Quickly both by leed axide and pig lesd producers, Should
thoe anti~ipated lst-down ingersral business occur in the last half of this year,
the replacement storages battery acaufacturer will probably be less affected
alacst any other type of lesd consumcr, In general it would be xy guoss that
desands for lacd oxides {n the stora e bettery business in 1953 will be equal
greater than in 1952, and at a much more uniform rete,

The present and future outlook for white lsad &9 net good, From
of the largest consumers of pig lead a few decadcs ago, it hos Dezome one of the

1 saaller ones today, I havoe no desire to rehash ell that has been said about the
technical superiorities of white lead in paint as opposed to other Piguerts, I

believe them, and I think you 40 also, But we must be r.olistic ana cvaluate the

g situation as it exists, White load has lost ground, principally to titanium die
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* oxtde, and inert pigaents, Coot and hiding power factors are the oneg that have
set write lead Dack, and I 380 no chanse of anytiing transpiring 0 chenge the
situation, The L.I.A. has dscided to clsiomtinus 4ts white lszd proaction program,
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and T belisve wisely so, There just Lisn't encugh money availabls to get the results
dosired, and all the promotion 8 the world can't change the economis focts that
soncern consumers, We have given the whits lead progrea & good try and made preow
tically no hacdway, 80 it seams sensible not to throw good money aftar bed,

Don't misunderstand ne, the battle 15 not over, and ths fi ht will ocontime
and we belleve Just as effeciively through the wfforts of individual members, but
without the added cost of Associstion expenditures, Pressure on leading painrt menue
facturars 0 increase or resuse the uso of white lead in house paint will, of course,
be continued by 51l of us 4n the white load busincss, Maybe sue increnss in ita
usaze can be effectod, bul it suzs to me that the presunt tonnage curve will probe
ably continue close to hordsontal in tho years to oamec, barrirg unforeseen develop=
monts, In other words, (tho use of white lead in house peint should most likely
continue at its present rote, without much growth or recession,)

Tho position of luad products in the ceraxic industry remmins feirly coo-
stant, In othar words, lead his neithor gained nor lost materislly during tho past
two yecrs in porcent uscd, or in campounds omployed, Thcre is still a slim poe=
sibility thot lead might regrin a part of the position 4t h:s lost to barium came
pounds in tolovifion.and othir glassos, availability, price ond qualities imparted,
being favorable factare, It would seca that the volume of locd products consumed
by the ceraxmic industry will vary diructly with the volume and health of that ine
dustry, Yor several yuars the L.I.A. has given consideretion t0 cstablishing &
Joint research program on lewd in ceramice, clong the lines of the tme that has
been 30 succsssful with respect to the use of red lead in metal protective mints,
The problem of finding the right person to take charge of such a project has beea
difficult and unsucccesful, Purther, the challenge is such mare ccaplicated than
tha red lead one, and has & auch lesser chance of success, Therefars, at the pres
sent tine, the matter isentirely dormant, It is Ay opinico thet any improved
position of lead products in the ceramic industry v{ll have to be throu h the
developsent of spccialised products for that industry, which can best be carried
on by individual macbers of L.I.A.

Tho uee of lsad oxides in the muwmfacture of inorgarde cclors (mostly yellows
and greens) continucs to ixpreve grodually as the populace of our country becames
more color conscious, Comsumption in tho oil refirding and insecticide industries
hag lovelled off to a point vhero further curtrilmcst secems unlikely, Probably
substitutes procozees or compcting products havo made all tbe inroads thoy will, for
the {immodiate prescat, and therv i3, or course, always the possilolity that the
pendulur will swing back to lexd oxidos as new developmerts take place,

The Associstion’s Rod load Tochrdcal Comxittoe continuce to operste along
the lines 1t has in tho post, with increasing efficiency and favoradle results,
The trond sway from red lcad in metal protective paints hns boen stopped in ite
tracks, particulorly in goverrmunt specifications, The tonnage of red lead is
paints has been incrunsing, theredy helping all segmcnts of our Association members
shdp, The battle, however, 19 & continuous one and can only bo won mcmentarily,
Any lassituds or shrinkage in cur program will put us bick on the skids, where we
were, We arv making iwadway, but have & running fight on our hands, IS anything,
tho pregrazm should be expmnded AL 4t 1s possible t0 do 80 intelligently,

The vingl plastic industry continues to grow and our market for lead statde
lizcre along with 4t, Tough compotition from non-lead stadilisers is cver presemt,
which keeps the lsad product producer an his toss, IThis 1s & pelatively new
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for lesd and there {s no reason to believe that we can't zdntain and izgrove ot
position in this bulinul in the future, Viryl plastics are here to stay and ine
orease in tonnage, and 80 should the volume of lond compounds,

I most ocertainly do not went t0 lsave enyone here with the impression thad
I believe ths lead pigmunt turirwes i3 & statio one, dercid of potertialitios, be=
osuse of some of the rumarks that I have made, in an effort to be realistis, GQuite
%0 the cootrary, I belisve our future holds real porsibilities for growth, deponding
upon our swarunsss to change, and our ability to capitilisa therecr, If there are
po new developments in the uso of our products, or losses, the voluso of our pro=
ducts will inorvase on the basis of our comtryis nomal growth alone, Add to this
rat gaing froa nem developments Ln the use of our produsts, which, from past pere
farmance we hzvo sviry right to expect, and I would say that we have & solid,
besic tusiness with which I as proud o be asscciated, .
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