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MEURSTOS ARD CANCIR

Hfubeytor bas long bean recognized ss € material predusing o hErard to ihe
fuilds of those vho tnbale 1ts dust in excessive azousts over o lorg pericd orf
iy, Extenzive stuly cf the relstionahip betwsen dagree ard langth of exsopusrc

cof tha developwert of the lung disease, esbastocis, bas beer docucanted by the
U. &. Publio Health Barvics o the textils fefustry (7).

During the past dscuds, pore sttenmtion has been focused or the devulopnen
S chnodr of the ling and of othsr body areas felloving &pamme to dsbaertar @i
Brvoresl of thesu studies stromgly sugsest the possidbility the! esbestos iz ¢
cireimagla, 4 cancer produeing substance, (2, 3, L, 5, £, 10). Eowewer, vory
Tuv of thode cancer vieting have been exposed to asbestos ulone. Undortunses Ly,
st of these studies krt medienl as=d statistical and there {5 vo date respEzUing
degree and lergth of sxposure of thos: uho hava developed cancer.

Gsw eleiming featurs of Bt leswst tuo of these ruports (k, 10) iy who roes
w2y zareons livieng 1a the viednity 5f nines ant atlls processing eebeostos Lets
daviploped pleursl or peritones) msuothelioras without eny ocoupstiooel wposusa,
smocher report (7) dezerides twvo cnsss of plowsnl wsesotheliotes with =Suise’ oy
+ sxbartonis. One person living in an area of wines mpd mills is reportsd oo
v hed no cceupatilional exposmure, Thess reparts suggest the possibility <k
auigborhood exposures nuy be the ecures of cancer ; but additdanal resenrs: s
azvded to eveluate thess hogards.

hs
s

Walle geveral of the pablisbes gtukies reliting sebsstor ©o luny cbuce:
ivu Legressive, e group of studles mads by Solikofl et wl, bawve prodobly ot
G greptent Lpact oo the general ;ublic. The sustsyy of coe of thelr ross
secent gtudles 13 to de found delov (5). In this study some 2,50 autsusiis
vere revigved ond srorg thes sebsstosis van recorded fn 20 vazes. Of those
88, Yeur disd of plewrel nesothelicen, thres of peritoneal mesothelions, ol
guivtn of bronchogenic ceieinora, an insidence of elmost 55 par semt. This
vontrasts vith Rnoithar study of 43,000 eutopsies $n vhich 36 pesothel) tocas
wers pecorded for an autopsy incidence of 0.07 p3r cant. Cther studles beve
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seveaied ‘incidences of sbout O.T] per oest Besctbelioms. In this ertidulas

stody there vers mo mesotheliozss in the absenze of asbestosis. e
A seecnd phase of the Selfkef? study ves concernsd vith the finding of ’

asdeston partisles 4n the Lmgs of viatins of pleurnl mesotheliome. Theds -

partinles vere found n 12 of b5 ossss. Asbestos is

tissue and is often overlooked. :

The third phase of this study was sz amlysis of 07 consecutive dasths
insulaticn vorkars, all mesbers of unicas {8 Bev York city end
0f these Y07 deaths, oareinces,

dasths vers due to mesotheliosas,
ariety.,

SOMRY o
Mosﬁomkotﬁov.‘.mwm&m(l),m fean
Conferencs of Industrial Rygienists bes i ‘& thresbold iai%
walue of five million particles per cubic foot (m.p.pec.2.) (8). Umtil.sucd -
time that Dore valid &ty is svailable cooceraing the &posure reguiredto
‘produce disease, vhether eancer or asbeatosis, s threshold limte of five
. miilion garticles per ¢udic foot should be used 0. eVEluAte ASdAStOS SXpOSUres.
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