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Dr, Zzpp bas passed your latter referving to the baslth hxrerds of asbestos to
=2 fcr a raply,

=2t 235e5t08 flbers can cause chronis pulsonery disesss Ezs been recognized
siee 1907 o=d with this recogm{ticn ce= control mecsures ali=ed st aducing the
cowt of dust prodiced dwing the mining of the eruds mineral and {3 subseguent
cosversion (n2o finished products, Coodined with ths Pssures gimed at reducing

the axcunt of dust were $taps to prevent the dust that wes produced froa being
ohzled, This mesmt the weering of dust Tespirators,

What hee caused renewed concern over the barards of asbestos bag been the
finding of &n spparent lizk betveen sccs types of cancer and exposure to asbestos
fiber, This link bas been decotstratad, oot (n the trades usually thought of as

1tituting the'zsbestor {ndustry” vhers dust eontrol methods heve besn {n use
--¢ yo£zs, but {3 such occupetions as {nsulation workers and pips covarers,

Ters gre thres factors which are dlsquieting about these pew health problems
mrounding the use of asbestos, Tirstly, the possidle association between cancer
=4 asdestos, oaturally {s s matter for coacern, sscondly, such evidencs as there is

'8 to & "incubstion' pericd which mey be as long as forty years aod thirdly,
hera {8 scoe ratlare fragmuntary evidence that short Xposures to apparently smll
=ounts of asbestos fiber mry produce cancer oIy yexrs later, At this tims oz
Dowledge {3 lngufficisnt to answar the quastion 'what {5 the rmllest szount of
st aad the shortest exposurs that might produce cancar?" PFrom & practical point
' view L tha dust doas pot gaic secess to ths body there will be no problem,
Zetefors, dust respirators will protect the perscumel wearing them,

Operaticas which produce asbestos dust should be designed so that the dust is

ccteined axd exhausted into & systexm that will prevent re-eatraiment of the
sbestos fiders,

Customers should be eévised thet there {s soms harard associsted with workiag . '

{th asbestor and that stxict dust control messures must be taken, If personcal
{11 w=advoidably be exposed to asbestos dust, they should wear dust respirators,
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Io some cases perhaps other fibars such as glass could be used {n place of
abastos,

In attempting to sarn people of the bealth bzzards of asbestos 1 have been
bandicapped by the {rmumerable usesof the mineral so that {t becomes very difficule

to locate groups such &3 yours that are vorking with the material, Should you know

of other such groups I sbould be grateful if you would let me kaov of them,

1f I can be of further assistance plesse let ma know,
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G. . STOPPS

C. J. Stopps, M.B., B.S,
Coief, Physiclogy Bectioz
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