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HAZARDS OF PCBs CALLED OVERBLOWN,
CAUSING NEEDLESS DISPOSAL PROBLEMS

TAMPA. Fla. — 1By an Environment Reporter staff cor-
respondent) — The hazards of PCBs cplycnkmmtod
diphenyts)

from industry said thev had large quantities of PCR« stored
onsite and were looking for permanent ways 10 dispose of the

are overblown. causing

. according to scientists, engineers. and Environ-
mental Protection Agency officials speaking at a hazardous
waste management seminar.

PCBs are 2 hati " — a subx which
EPA, the Food and Dru. Adeministration, or some other
federal agency has banmed. resulting in no one wanting to
touch. or dispuse of the material. said Jobn Dickinson. chie!
of the hazardous waste section of EPA moon Win Auuu

Industry Muet Police ieeit
Industry must police its own hazardous waste trassporta-
tion and disposal activities more (han it evee has in the past,
according to Landmesser,
hudmaurnd mtrused federal enforcement of EPA's
waste 1Corrent
Dadepmm October 19, p. 1423) and the Department of

Ga. Dickinson told the October 15-19 i ed by
the Toxic Substances Comrot Institute. “*political

$ hazardous materials handing rules will be
nmnun'!': industry to police itself to averd expensive

poltutamts’ are ones which can be safely and dis-
posed of, but ores which industry does not want to handle or
“take the hest”" from society for disposal.
Mmudlmmmlumnm?c&hmt
the and p in the en-
ﬂrmunddonmmkovwmmﬁmm
Di sard. b that other ch are moch
than PCBs. but just have not d the

According to Landmesser, of all the federal agencies his
firm comes in comtact with, DOT Ras the stroagest and
largest enforcement staff to deal with the hazardows
materials handling regulations. He said that DOT intends to
wpgrade its enforcement staff for the regulanons. He sam
that, because DOT's hazardous materials handling

mdh attention that PCBs have.

He said that incineration of PCBs is the “‘sleeping giant™
because EPA has not yet begun evaluating emissions from
burning PCBs. and EPA does not know the products of its
combustion.

PCBs Caught In Pelitical Controversy
Dickineon's views were supported by Raymond D. Har-
bisen. directer of the toxic substances control laboratory at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville. Tesn. Harbison said
PCBs are totally immobile and not Wc to m

i are strong. and already on the books,
walike EPA's vet-lo-be-released hazardows waste
re'ulmon lmm must comply with ail aspects of the DOT

with DOT"s {k matenais
is {rom tep te bettom,

handlingi 2 i

Landmesser said.

Landmesser recommended that industries et mix
dm&lypadﬂldrmnmmmm

“Classification and uunual of mnmah will be most im-
portant for offsite disposal,”

Landmesser auns-umnmnm»yu"um
a i moral hazardoys waste policy. * He said in the

According to Harbison. benzpy
{ar more hazardous to h-nuuudlh--vimmnlh-

PCBs and are proven buman carcinogens. . of

past industry may have been disposing of its wastes ly
udlr Menstm' laws, but qqnu otten industry xn
and land

and endangening the en-

Harbison pointed o many cases of human i
PCBs withnut resuiting carcinegesic sub eflects,
Am April 1979 EPA
iww‘mdlhmmudmn
Khannmmunuumw ‘pose a car-
clm nsk to man.”

“The hysteria and money over PCBs are not worth
the human heaith effects.” Harbisom said. [ sce no resson
whvnmhuwnqprvﬂammd?ca htundln
refecring lo industry p
permits bu:nusn of publlc «mlm lo dlwonl lmluxu

PCBs. the oniy ed by
Congress i ul the Tuxic Substances Covuml Act. are the target
of very strict federal Jisposal regulations.

Robert Land ident of A

tal Technokogy Corp.. Morrisplains. N J.. ded that
industry get rid of its tranxformers and capacilors con-
taimng PUBs as soon as possible. Many semunar participonts
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m-ulntm (April 13, p. 2328) He said indusiry has been
Tegaily. but not moraily, correct in the way it handied hazar-
dous wastes.

Discussions at the seminar also focused on the difficuity of
du?“hunbu waste treatment, storage. ind d&spneal
facilities.

MONS 019571

Copynght £ 1979 by The Buresu of Nawons Atfaws inc

0813-8211/79. 308 88



