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REPORT FAILS TO FIND 
LINK BETWEEN TCDD AND 
REPORTED HEALTH 
PROBLEMS

q ST. .LOUIS, NOV. 00 —  A study on the long term-health 
Effects of worker exposure found no link between exposure to

1 the pi.pxin TCDD\ and several physical diseases and disorders
________  diseaseincluding cancer, cardiovascularAand reproductive abnormalities.
The health effect^studyp -which—required three -yearn of ^

*^r>a$tad2yiaî [ "Was1 conducted by Raymond A. Suskind, M.D.> one of the
* _ jjdL /W alqau 'V" ;.7~EWorld’ s leading,^e xpe rt"s onAdloxi n'Je^po?u* t• -the. uhiversfty of...... . »*—  -̂ r* -LL - - rc.wAr^ .c -.ranr.r.-;...r.̂ opz.̂ .yjfo.

. Cincinnati1 s Department:,of ̂gnyjTronmental^lHealth.jTCDD.,, A-cont amin^nt ”
.. .̂r.rfound in-, ar-herbleldu uompuneuL Ol-AyeiiL-Ocange^ - is at the' center - -V-

ir" ;>^rSS. ■: J'— ---;.-■ i;.,/-:. yÉ,:ÿ.k̂  • ;
~ ' ‘.of a controversy- over the' dioaith"cffcctâ of Agent Orange oy^snr'BL"".^'

lo x u ^ V e terail.S„.*_;-.y-..uv..-........ /. .....7̂ -   :....................... ............................— ...........

ftrrnrd-ing to Dr. Suskind/^ there is no evidence
7 . ■   ; ' “. \ ' /  - "- .3" *

of Jkl orili f * ahi e .long term effects on,..the cardiovascular .system,"iv7 '7

.7 „ T ‘ * * ' . - - -............................... ‘ - ”7............... ’ "  <TA ' ‘ .........77'";v;“ '::; •'..including hypertension . or,7c.o r.̂ a.r y....a rte r y disease liver /, a o.t r 0 ■. ,,....
...........Ò3^periphera.Ì;néfve function .attributable to '.*..7 - ~

. • There '-'is'"-aTsd - rid 'indication, ̂ based' orFVïnere is -aiso- no ■ indication^ based' on - . ---7*-« 
■hiLfayii dbfaineJL i^nvLS'&J“
ie»t:.ot greater .risks for miscarriages,.. ~

--stillbirths* or-birth defects-.among- the. families in which the 
male parent was exposed to TCDD. Additionally, Dr. Suskind.did

Qynl/ L tq iiA  i£ i4t u/tuJUL c u rrf i l lu  ¿6 tMJAZ&Ljj
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However, Dr. Suskind did conclude that for employees

Lngexposed to TCDD, there were long term skin effects including 

chloracne,the hallmark of TCDD exposure, and the loss of ski 

elasticity around the areas affected by chloracne.

Dr. Suskind examined 418 current and former male 

employees of Monsanto Company that produced the herbicide 

2,4,5-T at its West Virginia plant between 1948 and 1969. T€BB
nn-mi -nnnfcaminnn tv in t hri pi-nrhii*:Li 

*2 t4,5-g. The employees involved in Dr. Suskind's stud 

included workers who had been exposed to

i

during a 1949

manufacturing accident in the 2,4,5-T unit^as well as those who

worked with the herbicide over the years.

This health effects study is the second major study
in, {i&uuh Hairu

conducted by Dr. Suskind^on Monsanto's West Virginia 

employees. In 1980, he co-authored a report on the mortality 

(cause of death) of employees who had been exposed to TCDD 

during the 2,4,5-T accident in 1949. The results of that 

investigation indicated no excess in total deaths or in deaths 

from cancer or cardiovascular disease.

Dr. Suskind recently presented a review of his health 

effects study at the Third International Symposium on 

Chlorinated Dioxins and Related Compounds in Salzburg,

Austria.
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2,4,5-T was a component of Agent Orange, a defoliant 1 

used by U.S. military forces during the Vietnam War. Dr.

Suskind's latest study on the long term effects of TCDD 

exposure supports the majority of medical and scientific data f*
; "i

which has failed to show a cause/effect relationship between : s
* f

Agent Orange,* exposure and .health problems reported by Vietnam•-C- •-> * C'J VT* V
.veterans
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