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Doer Mre O'Loary,

The Factory Inspostorate have nov .completed their investigations into the
hendling of asboestos in the docks, waich were put in hand Lollowing complaints
July about dusty conditions in one perticular vessel in the London docks. The
National Amalpemated Stevedores and Dodkers Union then obtained medical advice

.

an

from

Vr. unter of the Ingtitutoe of Clinical Research, Middlesex Hospital, to the effect

vhav men woriting in tho hold end in the barges needed to wear o mask in order +
protevt them from tho asbestos dust. Provision of vacuum suction to remeve any
spillagn during unleading was also recommended. The Inspeetorate do not disagr
vith thesc rocommendations. Such precautions are probably necessary in the

cmditions vhich were found on the ship in questicn, as asbostos was being wiloadsd

in ungealed hessian gacks. Vhen othor forms of packaging are. used, the
inspectoratets view, based on *he invesligationa described helow, is that mesks

unnecessary.  The dockers themselvee cun do much %o maintain satisfectory conditions

by cereful uwnloading of the Cargo.
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The danger of developing asbestosis has been appreciated for many years. The

wbostos textile industry hes been subject to controlling Regulations since 4193%
wsbestosis also affects other workers using asbestos or malerials containing

1sbestos, and measures to control more adsquately the use of such materials are
currently being considered by tne Factory Inspectorste. The Inspectorate knows
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wwwever, of 'no case of agbestosis attributeble to emplcyment in the docks unloading

:zhestos.  Similarly, no ceses in such workers have been diagnosed by the
‘newrnconiosis ledical Penels.

Yoest dockers are only intermittentl& or occésionally exposed to asbestos, but

o delermine whether conditions during unloading were such as 1o make the development

L asbontosis likely or possible, given sufficient length of exposure, a series
westipotions dnto the amount of air-borne asbestos has now been undertaken by

of
the

aemicrl Inspectors of the Inspectorate. It should be understood that ths signifi-

2at portion of asbestos dust which is of a size capable of penetrating to the
dtinato structures of the lung may not correspond to “he azownt visible to the
wieided aya.

.The cutcome of these tests‘is to indicate that the amount of air-borne dust of
©spirable size has been below the published upper limit of safety winere hessian

2eks with an impervious lining or laminated

Alined hessian sacks were used and the rate of working was normal. The

’ ) paver bags or other impervious bags have
}?n N use and it has also been below the limit when unlined nessian sacks viere used

4 8 slow rate of vorking has been in operation. The limit has been exceeded where

“8pectorate’ s opinion is that with the normal intermittent exposure likely to be

f?er%en§ed.by dockers, the risk of a docker developing clinically recognisable
0estosis is slight, provided impervious sacks are used. As they are unlikely

Avelop asbestosis, then they are no more liable to develop & lung cancer than the

23t of {he population,
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Yours sigcerely,

Tnspector of Frotories. The Tisk is cortainly no greater

workers gxposed o agbestode
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