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! 27th O ctober, 1 9 6 5 *

Dear* Mr. O 'L eary, <  .9 OC't r:f • i-

• In sp e cto ra te  have now .completed t h e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in to  the
nandlxng o f  asb esto s  in  the docks, which were put in  hand fo llo w in g  com plaints in  
s u ly  flborn, dusty co n d ition s in  one p a r t ic u la r  v e s s e l in  the London docks. The 
N ational Amalgamated Stevedores and Dockers Union then obtained n o d ic a l a d vice  from 
Ji. outer o f _the I n s t i t u t e  o f  C l in ic a l  R esearch, M iddlesex H o s p ita l, to  the e f f e c t  
ih a„ oen Tfonang in  the h old  and in  the barges needed to  wear a mask in  ord er to  
„¿o.oel- tnem from the a sb e sto s  dust. P ro v is io n  o f  vacuum auction  to  remove any 
sp iiia g o  during unloading was a ls o  rpcoramended. The In sp e cto ra te  do not d isagree  

r0 ? 0;:iinendnto' cnc" Sl,ch P recautions are probably n e cessa ry  in  the 
con i . i v n s  u’nzcn were found on the ship in  q u estio n , as a sb esto s  was being unloaded 
lJ‘ unsealed h essia n  sa ck s. V/lien other forms o f  packaging are. used, the . 
in s p e c to r a te 's  viow , based on the in v e s t ig a t io n s  d escrib ed  below , i s  th a t masks are 
unnecessary. Ihe dockers them selves can do much to  m aintain s a t is f a c t o r y  co n d itio n s 
t>y cart-uni unloading o f  the cargo.

, f an£?_r  ° f  ^ lo p in g  a sb e a to s is  has been ap p recia ted  f o r  many y e a r s . The
^ b o H u o s te x t il0 in d u stry  has been su b je c t  to  c o n tr o llin g  R egulation s s in ce  1931. 
-sb e s to s is  a ls o  a f ie c t s  o th er workers u sin g  asbestos or m a te ria ls  co n tain in g  
isb o sto s, and measures to  co n tro l more ad equately  the use o f  such m a te ria ls  are 1
-v ren - y  Doing considered  by the F a cto ry  In sp e cto ra te , The In sp e cto ra te  knows

Ofo " ° . i a5f  ° f  a sb e sto si3  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  employment in  the docks unloading 
o e .t o m . S im ila r ly , no cases in  such workers have been diagnosed by the 

-neuroconiosia M edical P a n e ls . ^  y

Most dockers are on ly  in te r m itte n t ly  or o c c a s io n a lly  exposed to  a sb e sto s  but 
;o em rnc w hether co n d itio n s during unloading were such as to  make t h ^ d e v e lo p L 't  

asbr ,.to s is  l i k e l y  or p o s s ib le , g iven  s u f f i c ie n t  le n g th  o f  exposure, a s e r ie s  o f

u - r ^ c i f i n S e c S r s  asbesto3 aaa now be‘en undertaken by the
„a t f  f  t  In sp e c to ra te . I t  should be understood th a t the s i g n i f i -

f ,*  UL°n “  a sb e sto s  oust which i s  o f a s iz e  capable o f  p en etra tin g  to  the

^ id e d ° e y e ! 'UCtUrQ3 ° f  ^  1U” S Qay n0t correspond to  the a ^ u n t v i s i b l e  to  the

■ esnirnhi ®u t ° ome oP bhese  t e s t s  i s  to  in d ic a te  th a t the amount o f  a ir-b o rn e  dust o f  
acks w ith  L * ’ haS ^e6n ? ° l0W the p ublish ed  upper l im it  o f  s a fe ty  where h essia n  
™  Z  M  Sags o r  o th er k p o r v io u s  C  have
■~i „ elo^rate a  Soiki« hefi tne ^  ,hw* ““Un.* ¡»«ia» ssoko ,Je used
•Hinea f  k g has been xn operation. The lim it has been exceeded where
: sSc?ora?e"»n ^  "ere used and the rate of working was normal. The
^Periencod n 13 tn a t Td-th the normak in te rm itte n t  exposure l i k e l y  to  be
s b S S S S S  thS^ S- ° f  a d0Cker d9VelopinS c l i n i S l l y  r e c i S i L S eevelop asbesto-?'?tf>1Pn0-wded :unperv:LOUS s?«*® v *  used* As they are unlikely to 
sat of the population! ° &J *** n° liable to develop 6 lung cancer than the

, O'T.
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