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Dr. D. Vc Ccn'faell
The Hertzler Clinle '
Halstead, EKgnsas

Dear Docﬁur'ConweIli o

’ . In replying tc our

letter of Jnnuary 22nd about your patient Mr, |
ﬁ i1t seems wise to acquaint you somewhat more fully

he reasons for the statement mede in my recent-
letter, I am rather sure of my position in the matter .
by reason of the fact that we have bsen investigeting
this problem for something more than ten years, and by
methods which I believe are more exact and mors critical
than those which have ever been applied to any other
general lead exposure, In your letber you suggest that
the mode of poisoning in such a case might be that of
ingestish as a result of contamination of the hands.
This I may say 1s scarcely possible in the case of
lsaded gasoline for the resson that the concentration
of lead in the gasoline ls indeed guite low. Any
gasoline which came in contact with ths hands would -
evaporate off befors one conteminated food or other
articles with 1t, and in this instance the lead come.
pouhd which is a volatile one would also evaporate off,
As a mattor of fact the lead concentration in the gasoline
13 so low that It would be impossible to ingest a toxie
amount of lead without ingesting a dangerous amount of
gasoline, Therefors the qusstisn of absorption by way
of the alimentary tract is not an Important one,. The
hypothetical dangers which have been most feared are
that lead might be absorbad out of the gasoline by ine
halation, and that leadluight be absorbed -through the .
skin, . These aspects.of the. problen have been most . .
earefully inve#ﬁigatad but ‘the’ Pngestion phase has not
been igndraa since the. studiea have been made on persons .

with sévere exposure to leaded 'gasoline. in all oft he waye “

which ocour in the hanﬂling of . gasemine. Actually over a -
period of years gome sever
exposed persons have been »arefully studied and with -

_enti‘ely“hegative results frgm tﬁa point of view of: lead e

ebgorption. . In as much aa it seems probable thab you will

be interested in these | ractical investigations, I am sending
yoir herewith two reprints which summarigze the early work and

describs in some detail the most recbnt observations made -

in this field. I believe ﬁhase articles will sarve ta show

1 hnh ed of the most severely

A




~ you why I am somewhat eenfldene that Hr. -lhas not;
~had a significant exosure to lead regardless of the.:
manner in which he’ ha.s been handling gaseliue. R

- Hy available supply ot re« o
prints of these artieles is now 3ust= aboud exhnusted,. o
and therefors I would appreciate it very much. 11’ you.:
‘return these reprints to me wh ‘
X 1 see from. the bib
‘ ub ‘1shed 1n1!£arch‘

dgraphy at:
: ‘that the

you the eoni;ainers which I ment med for some da‘ys on

aceount of flood conditions in Cincinnatl. However, as -~
: ~you two sets of

containers with detalled instm for the collection

of the sgamples from Mx'.‘

Hy ass-miate Dr. L, W. Sanders

exanined Hr.-” some days ago ut becsuse of some
diffieulties s traveling dule, he was unable
to get in touch with you at #l

ime without ver?
ingonvenience and delay. However he talked with ﬁr.-
and explained the situation of his occupation inm
manner which I discussed % 1« I think it is quite
probable, therai’ore, that Mr will not feel that he
is taking any chance with hi ith in returning to his

ot fesl unduly responsible

work, Moreowver I think you
for permitting your vatient arn to an ceccupation which
s of whom have ever been

is shared by thousands ot meny
known to have 1ead puisoning ‘ii:*.s; azconsequence of their work.

CGordlally yours,

RAK#is R " Tobert A. Kehoe, HeDe
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