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Prolecting workers—"""

£nd Their Jobs

. Like God's angry man, Peter!Eom- Mr, Herling icrites frequently oen ;o
marito, president of the Rubber Work-  labor topies for these - pages. -

! ers Union, stormed at lenders in the . 1

2 chemical and plasties industries for re- ’ . ’ r

" sisting  stronger  safczusrds  against management’s tactiecs of delay and €.

¢ cancer-producing vinyl chloride, a sub-  poor-mouthing of its financial ability
: stance used in the manutacture of a  to cover the costs of protection.
wide variety of produects.

What it amounts to, he said, is that
“Therc are millions of workers—  the “nation is being blackmailed” by
f frightened men and women — who  Managements resisting the applieation
don't want to die for their jobs” said  of new effective health standards. They
* Bommarito, who is chairman of the oc-  vaise the specter of “an end to 1.6 mil-
. cupational safety and heddth commit-  lion jobs and national disaster.”
tee of the AFL-CIO lndustrial Union Bommarito’s voice grew sharper:
— v, wnmre =i e, L3epartment which repescenis 6.000.003 : . -
- ; + workers in 60 unions. “They want to be
,.:< told that industry manazement and un-
~ jon and the governmemt, federal and
w‘stale, can assure them of a job and

“He made it clear he

their lives. They certainly want both.” had no intention of

"he continued. “But if this is not pos- - . . . i D
.sible then they choose life.” bargaining with the health

. Bommarito spoke to an occupational ﬂll(I sajcty Of union men
-safely conference on vinyl chioride. , s

The hushed audience in the Labor De- and women.

——=partment auwditorium included repre-

.1 sentatives of vunagement, government |

~and unions. 11~ made it c¢lear he had

2% no intention u: barzaining with the  “This country survived for nearly 200

i " health and safuiy of union men and  years without polyvinyl chloride (PVC)

. women—although this has sometimes - and we can survive in the future with- ™
happmcd in the pasi. . s+ o outit. If PVC cannol be made or used -

; safely, then the proposed standard

Often, when stricter standards are must be replaced by an orderly proce- .

- advanced for ibe proiection of the  qure to phase out vinyl chloride pro- °
health and safety of workers in plants  duction and find substitutes for ils
and/or mines, two thinzs take place.  products, or to phase out the products
First, the prospect ol greater protec-  theimselves. This is not an easy posi-
tion for workers scares the indusiy¥  tjon to take., But there is no alterna-

‘ { because of the expenses of irnlemenl- tive™
i ing safety sizndards. Sccond, manaze-
! ment warns that the cost of such im. The battle over vinyl chloride is the
' * provements will be so proh:iitive that latest confrontution Igctwocn labor and
., plants will be closed and workers industry on the subject of pratection
thrown out of their jobs. for workers acaingt caneer-producing
chemiculs. Batlles over ashestos anl
* What it-comes down to is that work-  careinnzens continue {o be fourht in

' ers arc confronted with a dread Congzress and in the courts. Labor, said
i choice: “Your wages or your life.” Bommarito, has listened 1o experts
' ' {fram all over the world and “we have
concluded that the proposcd poverne
ment standavd af ‘no detectable level”

—— . . & DBased on experictice, employers are

‘confidlent that unions and their lead-
rs. lhreatened with taemploymenl,

A + o~ » el P - - - o—— .
o e . (will make some facesavint combro- :Ix(x.:rl ;(le:c‘.imth laride is both necessary r < .,,_,.._...—,.. . ::-
- mises. These are ml?.n f.‘“-m-('d. ”"":“.;h Domimatiin cancluded:~The issue be- U
aosereen of canfuspne stalishes, Lo veis- e L0 c raalle not the control of vie
sure workers that atleast for the time 0% oasie “The issue is whethor life
Sbheinz they have no medieal vause lor has a hizher value than  dollags,
“alavm. whether we  will  permit  earparate
But Dommarito was havine? nnne of structures 1o run the country without
that. Like the oil, Chemeial aad At cantrol. The damgaze and the intent
“omic Workers, his umon has beenane of the Occupational and Salely  and
e Trisce s o —mmee g 0 1he pioneess in insisting that man-. 21Lalth Aet mean that workers® lives no
N : Jacement must nol duck vespoanssnlity Junzer ean be sacriticed for financial
Tomaintaining sate work places Bum- o paine The vital organs of eur bodies RSV 0007080

- marito says he has hiwd x bellyful of are not for salc ™, . v

-



