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At lo n g  l a s t  I  have  come to  the  p o in t 
o f r e p ly in g  to  yo u r q u e s t io n s  w i th  re gard  to  my o p in io n  
on methods o f  e s t im a t in g  the  c l i n i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
b a s o p h i l i c  s t i p p l i n g  o f  th e  e ry th ro cy te s «  Perhaps I 
can  b s s t  ariswer yo u r q u e s t io n  by qu o tin g from  an ar t i c l e  
which  I  r e c e n t ly  p re pare d  fo r  the  Cin c in n a t i  Academy o f 
Medicin e« and then  b y  augm en ting my remarks w i th  a l i t t l e  
i n t r o d u c to ry  s ta te m e n t o f $ y  p o in t  o f  view abo u t m ethods*
I  do n o t b d l i e v e  th a t  any method i s  q u i te  s a t i s f a c to r y  
w h ich  does n o t g iv e  a re as o n ab ly a ccu ra te  q u a n t i t a ti v e  
s ta te m e n t o f  th e  number o f s t i p p le d  c e l l s .  My p e rs on a l  
e xp e r ie n ce  does n o t le a d  me to  b e l i e v e  th a t the th ic k  
s l i d e  method pe rm its  o f  q u a n t i t a t i v e  tre atm e n t«  A f te r  
g i v i n g  some! c o n s id e ra t io n  to  th e  va r io u s  methods which  
have be en  d e s cr ibe d «  I  d e c id e d  some ye a rs  ago  to  b ef in  
the  s tu d y o f th in  sm ears w i th  un ifo rm  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 
e fcyth ro cyte b wh ich  would e n a t le  us to  examine e ach 
e ryth ro cyte ! w ith  a h igh  d e gre e  o f d e f in i te n e s s «  We 
s e le c te d  a method o f  s ta in in g  w h ich  gave  ve ry l i t t le  
d i f f i c u l t y  from th e  p o in t o f  view o f u n i fo rm i ty ,  an d 
we pro ce e de d to  s ya te a Ab iCa l ly  exam ine the  b lo o d  o f 
normal a n d  abnormal i n d iv id u a ls  by co u n tin g the number 
o f  s t ip p le d ! c e l l s  in  f i f t y  f i e l d s ,  th e  ave rage  o f which  
came ve ry c lo s e  to  250  c e l l s .  We a re  thus a b le  to  se t -  
down our r e s u l t s  in  f i g u r e s  w h ich  r e fe r  to  12,500 
e r y th r o c y te s  wh ich  e n ab le s  us o n ly a s m all e r ro r  to 
e xp re s s  them s u b s e q u e n tly  in  terras o f  a m i l l i o n  e ry th ro ­
c y t e s ,  w h ich  I  b e l i e v e  la  the  most commonly a cce p ted  means 
o f e x p re s s io n .  I  do n o t b e l i e v e  th a t i t  ia  e t&y so  much 
a qu e s tio n  o f e as e  o f s e e in g  s t i p p le d  c e l l s  as  i t  is  a 
qu e s tio n  o f re as o n ab le  accu racy in  th e  e s t im a t io n  of t h e i r  
number. Prom our f in d in g s  a lo n e  w h ich  have been  co rro b o ra te d  
b y other i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I  th in k I t  i s  q u i te  s a fe  to say th a t 
the  mere pre s e n ce  o f  s t i p p le d  c e l l s  has no d ia g n o s ti c  
s ig n i f i c a n c e «  Co n s e qu e n tly I  l i k e  to  know as  a c c u r ate ly  
as  p o s s ib le  fo r  c l i n i c a l  purposes  th e  approxim ate  orde r  
o f the  number o f  a t i p p le d  c e l l s  w h ich  o ccu r*

! X have fo l lo w e d  a c o n s id e ra b le  number o f 
men in  one in d u s tr y  f o r  a number o f ye a rs ,  and we have 
made random o b s e rva t io n s  on a number o f o th e rs  from tim e
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to  t im e .  Wa are  now in  th e  proo eas  o f s tu d y in g  th e se 
d a ta  and I  hope s h o r t ly  we « h a l l  be a M e  to  p u b l is h  tho  
e n t i r e  s tu dy»  >?« have o b ta in e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  a n a l y ti c a l  
d a ta  on th e  m agn itude  o f  th e  exposure  and th e  e x te nt  
o f  th e  le a d  a b s o rp t io n  on th e  men in v o lv e d ,  and I  th in k ,  
th e r e fo r e ,  we have  somewhat more e x a c t  b a s e s  fo r  the 
i n te r p r e ta t i o n  o f our f i n d in g s  th an  are  g e n e r a l ly  av a i la b le *  
17« h ave  d e l i b e r a te l y  a vo id e d  p u b l is h in g  an yth in g on the 
s u b je c t  be cau s e  o f  th e  somewhat c o n t r o v e r s ia l  n a tu re  o f  the 
s u b je c t  in  cu r re n t l i t e r a t u r e .  We have  now re ache d a p o in t  
where c e r ta i n  co n c lu s io n s  have bee n  amply ju s t i f i e d and 
fo r  th a t  re as o n  we are  re a d y to  make a t  l e a s t  a o o ns e rva t lve 
s ta te m e n t as to  the  m ean ing o f what we have found»

The appended carbon  copy o f  the  as y e t 
u n p u b lis h e d  a r t i o l e  o f  w h ich  I  spoke abo ve , w i l l  con ve y my 
p re s e n t  p o in t  o f v ie w  a d e q u a te ly  I  h o pe . I t  o ccu rs  to  me 
on secon d th o u gh t th a t  you  m igh t be  in te r e s te d  in  what I  
have to  s a y  abou t th e  who le  m a tte r  o f  d ia g n o s t i c  m ethods , 
and I  am s e n d in g th e  e n t i r e  carbon in  s p i t e  o f the  f a c t  
th a t  i t  la p ks  re fe re n c e s  and i s  n o t q u i te  in  th e  p ro pe r 
s t a t e  fo r  p u b l ic a t io n »

Co r d ia l ly  yo u rs ,
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