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Thers erc numerous motions in this mattor that are currently before the court. Based oo
an order issued on February 8, 2002 by the Honorable Alfred M. Wolin, District Yudge for the
United -States Dispict Court for the Distict of Delaware, these motions aro dismissed, and the
caseg are remanded to the respective state courts from which they wete removed.

I Bricf Factual Background

Hoaeyws}l Interational Ine. (hereinafter “Honeywell”) is one of the defendants in these
cases which invelves asbestosclated injusies allogedly stcmmg from friction produets (e.g.,
automotive ‘brakq,‘S). In thesc cases, the plnnnﬁk zﬂogc Injuries 2s a result of exposure to these
products, and haJc sued a mumber of sutowotive mamufacturers, a3 well py other fiction praduct
manufacturers. 6:1 October 1, 200}, Federal-Mogul Global, Inc., et 2/, defendants in many of
these cases, Sledivoluntary petitions for relief under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code in the
United States Dia:'u-ict Couxt for the District of Delawars. As a resulf, a number of auto
manufacturces ﬁl’lutlmtizcofmmove] to hat cowmt from varicus state sourts around the counny.

Following this le'pd, Hopeywell began to remove its cases involving fiction productions that are
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currently pending wm state courts to the district courts n those states for easier wransfer to the

District Court of Delaware. A sumber of other defendants now seck to remave theis ¢laims as
well.
n The Trz.li.sfer Orders

On December 19, 2001, Judge Wobin jssued an order stating that the cases mvolving
friction products claime wers to be provisiosally transferred to the United States Distrier Court
for the District 0f Dalaware-(hereinafter the “provisional rransfererder.-In response to this- =+ ~ =
order, district court judges from around the country bave ruled that they no longer bave
j;m'sdiction over the removed claims of Honeywell, or other fristion product defendants. One
court, however, r;:fuscd to stay the proceedings, holding instend that “the Provizional Transfer
Order does not aﬁap]y to transfer future removals of state cases, but ﬁéxlyto cases and claims
alrcady rcmovcd}md cwrently pending in federal cowrt when it was flmtcrod,” In re Clajmas
Remeyed by Honsywell IntegpationalIng., 179 F. Supp. 2d 649, 55:z§ (S.D.W. Va, 2002). There,
Chicf Judge Haden ruled that since the wansfer ordes was issued on Decamber 19,2001,
Honeywell's ratiovnl of a cage on Decernber 27, 2001 was not covz’red by the provisiona!
transfer order. Ig;at 653. -

However, in early January 2062. Judge Wolin issued another order Ela:ifying the -
provisional trans| order (herainafter “clarifying order’””). The purpose of thia ;zlm'ifying order
was 1o extend tht; provisional transfer order to include claims that would have been subject to the
provigional mlker ordcr but had not yet beeo ramoved on ths date it wes issued (i.e., December
19, 2001), This ;t:lanfym.g orde, therefore, climinates any confusion as to whether or not
Honcywell's rmioval notice in this court iz covered by the provisional transfer ordcz, As 2 result
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of the provisiong] transfer order and rhe clarifying order, this couxt &id not act but rather awaited
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final resolution by Tudge Wolin.
MIL. The Final Order

On February 8, 2002, Judge Wolin issved sn Order denying the motions to ransfer the
friction product claims o the District Cowrt of Delaware and remanding the slaitns to the state
courts where t'i:ua:yi originated. Therafors, pursuant o this Order, this court grants the plajatiffs’
ruotion to remand, and remands the cases to the respective siate courts from which they wese

romevad: All other pending metions ace theroby remdered moot-and necd-not be addressed by the” * -

court,
Itis so ORDERED.
The Clerk is DIRECTED to send a copy of this Order to all connsel.
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TED STATES TRICT JUDGE
February A1 ; 2002
Norfolk, Virginia
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