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Table I-1: Varieties of ashestos

) “Asbestos
‘ Chrysotile A Rmphiboles
White Asbestos
Mo3 —
(51205) (OH)4 }
Anthophyllite
(¥g, r‘e)7
(5’8022) won) Crocridolite
Blue Asbestos
Tremolite Na2Fe113F‘01112
ca2M¢;5 (518022) (oH)2
(518022) (OH)2
Actinolite amosite
Cay(Mg,f‘e)s (pe’Ng)7 man
(51g0,,) (o), ‘ (8350,,) (OH), ast
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hsbestos has been known to manking for » lono j<riod of time,cerly ind
cvidence of its usc going bac); to the stenc-ag5e. Hs a raterial of comer-
cia) importance, ashostos cormenced its role in technolopgy around 1650 when
largescele nining operations of chrysotile started §in Cana2a and Russia, ooy,
he mining of crocidolite and amosjte on anything like & commercial scale o
began somewhat later, around 31900, While chrysotile occurs sbhundently in Loy
scveral deposits throughout the world, this is not true of the amphibole win
fibyes which cen only be found in a few specific regions, which are conmer- st
cial)ly jrjortant. ‘Thcy ere norc widely distributed in smaller guentities, e
0f these nn-phﬂ»ole fibres cnly crocicdolite :r:.d cmusite &re at present pro- W
© Gduced on & cemnercial scale, Sibrous tryenclite is 6fQittle eceromic impor- e
tapce.  Filrouvs enthorliydlite was pined in Finlaoa bhl.‘s was disconti- Y
nued Quring 1975, Fibrcus actinolite is no :ore than J curissity. Approxi- L
nately 250 of #)l ‘ashestos produced is chrysotile whilst' the remainder ly
consists neinly of anosite &nd crocidolite. An  TEC  country in which T
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