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children may be the viclims. Should there be a recall of all people who have worked
with asbestos; if there would be recall, what could be dane with theny?

DR. SELIXOFF; You have asked the most embarinssing of il) questivns.. What we
are doing is colfecting information, but so far we sre only-coanting the bodies.

We arc going to ndtify. educate people concerning that which they have been
exposed to in the past, bul waal they should-do about it, every vnc of the scientists that
I have been dealirg with loois ai onc unother: Wtal are we going o du? Whal are we
going to advise these people? We haven't solved (hat one.

Miss YUNCKER: What do you tcll them? -

DrR. SELIXOFF: First of all, you hare got to tell the truth, and the truth is when
someon: has been exposed inadvertently to asbesios, during the days of sur ignorasce,
Inattention, uncorcern, they were, unfortunately. exposed 1o amounts that we now
know ¢en cause trouble, cause cancer, varivux kinds of cancer,

Hov do they handle thrmselves? Well, this is something for the future. The
medical professian is not yet 2quipped to do this,

Miss Yunckea: Fer the luture —for thuse of us who have nol been ciposed and for
our children, should we ban ssbestos?

Dr. SELIKOFF: Banning is somcthing 1hat our country has nut dune. In lurge part,
we have gone the roule of controlling, and | think that asbestos can be rigorousiy
controlled. It will be expensive, and, in some cases, so capensive it will have to be
sbandored, Well, that is up to the indusiry. They have 1o have the ingenvily to do this,
and il they don’t, then—(shrug).

MR. Srtvax: Dr. Upton, the war or. cancer which the Natignal Cancer [nstitutc
has becen directing since 1971 has been refetred to as the nation's medical Vietnam. |
believe you are spending now about $800 million 2 year ori that wur. Will you give us
your appraisal of what has been accomplished since 19717

Dr. Urron: 1 think it isa most unfortunate paraficl to comparse the nation's waton
cancer with the war on Vietnim. | don’t know anysne who ducsn’l want Lo sec us win
the war on cancer, Everyonc admits that it is a favdable goal, and as fo: uccomblisl{-
ments, ve are very much fusther along now thar we were just o few yeass ago in
regards lo our knowledge of the causes of cancer, The meeting that is to lake place this
week under the auspices of the New Yurk Academy of Sciences witl review udvances
in our knowledge of cavse and opportunitics Lo take preventive mensures, today, thit
simply weren't available a few years ugo. !

As concerns treatment, there have been remartable advaaces in the treatment of
cancer.

‘ r\g: Sprvak: Can you tell us anylhing about what impartant causes you have
‘ound?

Dr. Upton: We know vety much more today sbout asbestox. Thix was discussed
just a mamenl ago. And standards fur cuntrolling eaposure tu nxbesits ure beiag
reduced and made more rigorous. There are many chemicals that are identificd today
as hazards in the workpluce, bazards in the enviconment. Many of them, through tac
work of the National Cancer Institute. These have been reflected in regulitory sctions
1o protect the pubtic, go | thisk there urc 2 number of things that we are doing now
that augur well for eancer prevention,

As concerns treatment, we are ablc to save now about 20,000 lives « year more
than we would have saved before the National Cancer Act was passed, thanks to
advance: in treatment. These 20,000 peuple with enjoy nbaut half 1 milfiun productive
work yeors, which retuens to the economy billions of dollars esch year. These are real
people. These are real advances. Certuinly we haven't the magic bullét. but | don"t
think anyone in their right miad would have predicied that we would have “the" cure
by this time. )

MR. Mazzocent: ttis Dr. Upton's answer that frightens us, those of us wko
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represent people st the point of ritk. Dr. Upton has said, “Well, ve know a great deal
about asbestds.’” That is true, but the question is what a*e we doing about astestos and
other carcinogens, and the answer is nothing [ess thas onc percent of the employers
in our industry are in compliance with 1he asbestus standard. Thel means 99 percent
of them are still infiicting cancer upon their workers, That is a fuc: we can decument.

DR, UPTON: When | became aware last Uecember of the magnitude of the risk, the
céncer risk associated with heavy ssbextus exposure, through the vork of Dr Selikoff.
| went directly to the Secretary of the Departinent of Health, Education and Welfare,
Mr. Califana, and recommended that the department take a strong positien in this
malter, develgp a departmental strategy, and that, in fact, has en:ued. So 1 ‘eject the
ventention that our department has been standing pat on this issuc.

Mr. GReENBERG: Dr, Kotin, given what we know gbout the extremely dangerons
aapects of asbestos, sweuldn™t it be prudent simiply Lo phase the material cut of the
Ametican economy?

Dr. KoTin: 1t would be il it didn't serve sume very useful and importnt social
needs. 1 notice that every time | eross Fifth Avenue, thecars wereabdle o stop and not
hit me, and 1 could gu ¢n snd be uivial, but won't,

Mn. GREENBURG: You are talking abuut asbestos inbrake linings?

Dr. Komin: Exactly. Asbestos has gotien wheree it has in the environment by virtus
of the fact that it has met certnin needs. .

There arz responsitle uses and trivial uscy of asbestos. | would defer to nobody in
my attacking trivial uses of ashestos. | would be cquully energetic in maintaining my
position that responsible uses of asbestos can be measured in torms of lives saved. in
terma of travma averted, of signifizant contributions to the economy, not at the cost v
lives and limbs, as has been said. .

DRr. SeLIKOFF: | agree with Dr. Katin about the sssential uses. Until we get o
replacement for asbestus in brake finingy, | see no uiternative Lo its use, but itthal any
rcason nol to protect the one million Americuns who ure working in broke repair and
break maintenance work?

Dr. Komin: 1 would agree with Dr, Selikoff.

May | make onc yuick commeni? | would be vutraged iV | weren't amused by Mr.
Vazzoechl, Having sént millions ¢f mice ta their makarsin the 20-year career of using
aaimals for testing carcinogens, {0 suddenly be uccused of having no faith in animal
testing is something that | just caa®l let go by. It is the bum science related o the use
of animal tests in the generic standard. 11 isn't {he use of animal tests in the generic
standard—

MR, OreeNsarG: Dr, Kotin, are you suggesting that if nature hadn'( pul asbestus
on earth, we wouldn't know how 1o siap curs®

Dr. Komin: | wouidn't know how (o aaswer that but | do know that and am
reiterating, if it didn't incet certuin needs and mwet them in a way that watrants al
fenst the examinalion in rclation o the perpetuation in commeres or nol, | would be
singling that out from all other agents in our cnvironment where—and now you come
(it again, the old cliche of risk ftenefit, vost/benefit, with all the hyperbole thel gous
with that.

MRr. Mazzoccwi: 1 will agree with Dr. Kotin, for a change. We caanot ban
ashestos overnight, There Is suTicient in place to kitl millions and milliens of
Americans, We arc saying control it, and we are usking industry to support this
contention. . :

{ was at an intcrnationa! conference with Dr. ScFkoff, and | believe Di. Kotin
right have been there. 8 World Health Orgunization conference, where | suggested
onc very simple facy, that we labela bag of asbestox dangerous to your health, it causces
cancer, and what lo doabout it when you ure using it. o

Uniformly, industry at that conference resisted that very fundamental suggestion,



