FILE NAME: Metropolitan Life (ML)

DATE: 1926-1934

DOC#: ML223

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Silicosis Litigation



T8) suny pelvuw) LMMp tm 232078

HHTTE A
g%jmi fﬁa %fs %55 gfgzi? o
il "! Eé B digy
%2: m m giﬁ-g ?g §
it 55&’54 st 1
i E‘ii:; il 1
: it fifag 3
Z:’;!f ‘g%;gg fi.%f? !iizggg |
crafgrdiyd Zandls “’53
i i 'g§§§§*gs el
A ] S




Sarch ‘. 1908

W 10 N,
. ;

.ﬁnu

M“ mm
A il
m.u ¥

M 1l | %

u u.



12 ny filee Dr, Woriwr's
I¢ i3 zather lang, Dut it is very interesting
you voild eaTe te Pecd 1t, 1ot 8o kmew end T shell

fven e lfate; 1 Beve

ve and,

a\eched 1omTlet 15 Wonted to the niner ot the sand tise
s you.

o
“An year

or

L whare sTe exy peints th«$ nTe 8ot
ke Wb eve further Lufaracilen, 1ot ne kaew,

. @

PN

.

Bovbr e i 0" N

3

e

-
o N

at

<
¥

X

i L

Fi

Lk

P
3

bd

R

oot

<ite
‘e "‘w‘

-\
LR

*
X

L
!

w
% B

.

(4

séidsp

]

o

*
o

‘e

.
LN
- ;.

-l

»
-
.
-
J

o,
<

.
®
R TRY B

v
~ ¥

a
.

R
-
.

’, .
ety
[N

L4

=
T h

o

g ¢

..W :

..ﬁ-

PWMEpe . o o

Ave

-

‘u:’uﬂn Yo
. “’J, A ,.’Q‘f"‘

..n@n

*~



'
'
'4

g, P

Sarer 1C, 139

s, ?-411> Orisker
5u Vin Uyce Street
Posion, Bass.

seer 7 L1

I bave your letter of Barch 9. Hr. Devis cise to aee B9,
aosnpenied ty Br. VWinans, Persomnel Bumager of the Unica Carboa amd
Carbide Compexy. ¥r. Duvis 18 the head of the depariment dealing witk
Pover developasat for thls Company amd struak ag as being & very de-

cent citisem aad scemed t0 bo quite well {nformed ca tbo shole subject
of siliooeis.

I have heard froa & guader of sourdes about the high mor-
tality that Las been attandant wpos the ocustrestioca ¢f this tumael. -
The suits are beiag btrought aguimet the contrestor ead \be iassrence 0on-
peay @d Taton Carbos amd Cardide 48 spparemtly sot liable. fowever,
tagy have dealded to look imto the matter thoroughly ead be of sush 4= :

sistance &3 eirc-omcu sy wrraat to the eontrastor ia defending these
suits.

‘ xpauwoutulr. Davig aad as far 65 1 could sake out, bhe
€ot the same alvioe Irow Bayres, that the thing to do was to establish
firet of all whether these siock mem had silicosis aad for that
1 suggested et he comsult Dr. Panocast. Ty ow oninfoa 1a that 4f
these am wore found t0 have ailicosis amd they hadl worked wnder condie
tiuas exporing theg to silicosis, the suits bad better bs settled. Of
crurse, thare 18 & strong probadility that samy of these sen were old '\
tarderock workers eto sxy have had silionsis shea thay went to work for °
ke contractor. Rr. Davis was saxious to estalifad the statas of ressire
ters and 1 advised him to get in toush with 5.3, both as Lot.y"lndu
tc the time vhen various tyes apjyeared on the sarket.

1 imagine that thare are srodably sa:.c goauine cases of sili-
cosis mized up with & aumbar of sore or less frauduieat suits. The majori-
ty of thess peonle bringing suits are aegroes and pa‘arally the whole
think has been engineored by some clevor lawyer. I dc mot amoe who the
contrector 13 twt I expect they bave got him 8sross a barrel. 4 susber
c? suits have boen filed ocs bebalf of nerscms acw desd aad 1 believe thelr
lungs have bean secmred. I advised Er. Davis o ocasult Jr. Gardser

for tkis phase of the Job. I sball be glad to give you amy ‘urther dops
"4¢ I bave any. :

2in0erely yuours,
. A‘ d. lagsa, 8.0,
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July 6, 193¢.

Dre Ao .J. Lanza, '

Assistant Mediocal Direoctor, 1‘(
Metropolican Life Insurance Compeny, . Sl
One Madison ivenus, New York, N. Y. W

Dear Dr. Lancas
{

Upon my returm to New York this morning, I was very _
interested to find your letter of June 27, 1934, -

As you know, Mr. Drinker is expecting to spead two
weeks with our Boane Terre Orgmication, and it would
be a great help to ue 4f he had a copy of your pro-
posed form of eilicomis classification, as he expects
- 10 g0 over the entire prodlem with our legal staff, as
well as with ¢ertain of the local dooctors who may aid
us in our defense. :

I quite appreciate that defore any public announceaent
is made, the matter should be considered as confidential,
" &nd therefore, that you way not be in & position to
send us copy of tue classiricatiom, btut you probadly
.would have no objection to sending same to Mr. Drinker
for such use as he mey consider equadle,

Very tral; yours,

BRI
S POV y ‘

A¥s 3! Vice Presiaent & Treasurcr.
Copy Mr. Urinker
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1 kave your letter of Narch 9. Ar. Davis cane to see B3,
socwyanied Yy Br, Vinmns, Persomnel Susager of the Unica Jarbos aad
Carbide Compaxy. WNr. Davis $8 the bead-of the depariment desling witk
pover development for this Company aad struok ae &s being & very de-

cent citisen and soemed to b0 Guite well (nformed om tbo shole subject
of silicosis.

I have hesrd froa & puabder of sowrdes sbout the high sor-
tality that Las dees attendant wpos the ccnstrestion of this tammel. o
The suits are beisg brought agsiast the contrestor amd (he lasurence o0ce-
peay exd Talca Carbon amd Carbide is appareatly act liable. fowever,
they Bave destded to look iato the matter thoroughly and be of such as-

sistance &3 d.maunu Bay wrreaat to the ecatrsstor 4a defending these
suits.

Ipouwout.ulr. Davig, sad as far 65 I could sake owt, he
zotwomuﬂ.utmm, that the thing to do was to establish
first of all vhether these siok mem had silioosis sad for that purpose,

1 suggested trat he csomsult Dr. Panocast. ¥y owm oninios is that if

tiese aem wore found t0 have silicosis amd they had sorked wnder condi-
tivas expoving theg o silioosis, the suits bad detter bs settled. Of
crurse, thare 18 & strong prodadility that saxy o these sen were old \
harderoak workers eto msy have had silionsis wheg ther west to work for °
ihe contrasior. Rr. Davis was aaxious to estariisd thre statas of reecires
ters and I edvised im to get 1o toush with y.3, both as totrnlsdu

tc the time vhes various tyjes appeared cn the sarket.

1 hlgiao that thare are jrobably sa:.c genuine cases of sili-
cosis mized up witk & aumber of sore or less fraudnieat suits. The majori-
ty of these people dringing suits are segroes any na‘urally the whole
think has been englnesred by some clavor lawyer. 1 dc sot cmoe vho e
contragtor 18 tmt I expect they have got him asross a bar-el. 4 susdber
c? suits have bees flled o8 bLebalf of nersams acvw dead sad 1 believe their
lungs bave bean secmred. [ advised Er. Davis o ovasult Or. Cardaer

for (ris phase of the job. 1 sball be glsd to give you amy Zurther dope

2in0erdly yours,
. AO de Jamss, 8.0,
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u'o Ao Jo w‘. . . ' i .f‘,
Assistant Nediaml Direstar, /
¥etropolitem Life Inssuranse Oo.,.

Bow York 018y, Bow York.

Dear Dr. Lanset

Enal osed herewith flesse find & copy of the deposition af
Dr, Clayton B, Bxith and of my own evideros 45 the first of the secrles
af legal oases resulting frem the alleped siiloceis develorsents at
trs Jow River porer twznal prejest. This ense is that of Raymend ¥W.
Jomson (sn employe) Mo, Rinebart & Demmis Coo, ot ol {the ooutractera).

T have indieabed esrtain oarrections {u red pemcil vhere wis-
takoe are dhviows, either eu sy part @ thet of the etemographer. fhis.
oopy af ny testimmy was tramerided by & stensgraphar for the Rimslmrt

I sa {ofermsd thet the newt weok Dr. Pancosst and Dr. James 4.
ritten appeared for the defense. Dr, Panocosst limited s testimomy to
the Xeray film of W. Jelmson slane and stated that in kis opinion they
were tuderculesis end nat silieceis, while Dr. Britton eamsilered al) the
evideness, I-ray anéd otherwise, and daciered the onse was puraly one cf
tutereuloris and not silicosis; tine, ve cbviauly dizagreed.

1 think the ris] mut have covered bhetvesr four and five weo'rx.
Finally 1t resulted in o dUsagresment an the part of the Jwy. Dr. Beslec
wrote a0 wder date oF Way 10th thmt seven of ths Juwrors were in faver of
finding for the plaintiff, Johruon, snd five were for the defendant, “Trere
Lr very strong susjirien that those five were corrupted by an agert fa tre
sa’ense. Dhe of the five las beer summoned Defore the Court and wae fined
for eantermyt on the eviderce that he dlsmmwoaed thw eare during tie [rog ers
¢’ tre trisl. T toink & gecond one will perbagpe reoeive & cummon to njjeer




Dr. 4. J. lAnta == Page 2,.

before the Court te amsver eontempt etargee. ¢f cowrse it L1 very dirfiemls
to ebtaln.exidenocs sufficient to extadliish eharges of bridery, But there is
no doubt 1B iy mind os ¢ €0 vhat happeced. The eade was clesnly wen for the
plaintiff by ewrwhelmiag ovidenos. The same arse, or c.ncthc one widl
some to tria) soen, parbape in this msmth.®

Juige Bary, who presided (cu-adt ourt. Fayettorille, ¥. .},
1 oonsidered very fair indeed.

I en sending simller eqin te h)wc end Russell. You my keep
this msterial for your files. '

With 011 best rop.m

' Sinoerely ml N

(,z: 224 z%/ 'fuu:lr.




