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Re: ASBEETOS TOXICOLOGY

Dear Frank:

I assurme that you are aware of the occasional reports concermng
posaible toxicity and carcinogenic properties of asbestos. Dr. Dernehi
of Unicn Carbide Medical Department has {ollowed thic area vary closely
and has maintained a very close check on the working cenditions at the
Kiag Clty plant.

Perhaps the most publicity and "iatereet” (s this problem has heen
{n Cagland. There, only twe ports will dandle norrmally bagged
asbestos, at the other ports the Uniom of Dock wWorkers have refused
toc handle the shipments of asbestos.

We have been permitted to bring in several shipments with not very
favorable results. The last shipmnent, becanse of rather poor handling
and packing, was in bad shape with many broken bags and much free
asbestos. Coples of reports on thess skipments hive undoubtedly
already éoxne to your attention.

Mr, Sayers of the asbestos group ia UCL bas written a repor
sunmarisisg the findings snd feelings conceraing astestos iz the U.K.
1 aseume that you have also seem a copy of this report. [ am .aclosing
with this lettey, a copy of the caxnments Dr. Durashl made in responsse
to this report {ram Eagland,

My mais purposs in writing this to you is 1o cenflrm that at

the July astertoe meeting in Oxford we will implament the
suggestion made by My, Sayers and agreed to by Dr. Dernehl R
that Union Carbide join in the cooperative standard sgmple
camparisons 10 tha extext of arranging for standa~d samples

ts be {orwarded to Niagura Falls for trace elemen: analysis.

[a jeining the program to this extant we will be abls to keep n

cbse contact with the progress of this study and will al.o de

aware of any adverse findings which may develop,

1 2ssume that this {3 catiefscisry to you., We will, 2f cowses
keep vou dizectly advised of any iaformation that tagy dev cbp
ove: hare. It these findings or any othars of which we may not. _
be aware cause any change {n marketing plans or programs for
gsbestos, we assumie you will immedintely advise us.
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