IR

IAiE'UQQ,v1L44/7 )bauZZ:

DL { M
(fo%l‘,‘/“/<;/» A

May 28, 1946"

Lairn
RO S

Er,, ?a Re -4 Bevan

Associated Ethyl Company Lid.
Artillery House, Artillery Row
Lcndan S.#.l, England L

I have gone ‘over the redraft cf the regulationa
and find 116tle. to criticize, They ssem to be simple
enough, from the aspect of inrormation, and clear enaugh
as to grocedureo

. Only one featurs of thom givea me any serious

cause far dissatisfaction, namely Section 5, Rall Tank Wagona.
I do not 1like to.quibble, and I feel that I am not doing
so. when I take exception to the implication that the lead
hazards of cleaning these tanks are serlous. Frankly,
I do not belleve there 1s any such hazard from volatlls
lead compounds,.and the results of cobservations and analysls
will be required. $o convince, one, Obviously there will be
organic and 1norgan1c lead compounds in these tank cars, but
in what quantity, I will hazard the judgment that the volatile
lsad compounds. wlll not be present to an extent greater than

that which can bs acoocunted for by the tetramethyl lsad in
the residual gasoline. Is 1t sstablished that these cars
accunulate sludge, by reason of the fact that they are not
drained fpom the bottom? Certainly they have no water bottom,
If they carry sludge how can the product be sultable for .use
at the destipation? No, I do not bellieve that we are consldering
the quantitative aspects of thls problem in adopting this
o= am ,illing to be convinced.

iy Bhfcrtunately, I am- somewhat .oh the spot here,
It ts tpue that: I would not suffer, under ordinary circumstances,
from. the- applieation of. exceaslve precautionary measuras,
‘But hew.could -1 Justify putting out. more stringent regulations
over my name 1 the Unlted Kingdom? Can I take, chances with
workmen in the United States, after indlcating my bellef
that this 1s an: hazardous- aituation, . The profeasional and
legal lmplicationa of this regulation are quite clear, so
~long as it is stated that Seoction lA .must be followed when

. ... .these. tanks are entered. By all meana, we should require
. the uase of alr-line masks, but In my opinion glowes, boots

"and special clothing are no mors neceéssary here than they are
‘in ocean tankera, from the viewpolnt: of lead hazard, ir
‘we are thinking of prevanting skin contact with gasoline,

it is a diffsrent matter, Admittedly the prevention of such
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contact, as:far as possible, 1s desirable. If so, then

these precautions are advisable -in the case of road-tank
wagons, Bubt the sentence explaining why these are not
required in the case of road-tank wagons and ocean tankers,
clearly implies that the rall tank wagon does contailn sludge
and therefore gives rlse to hazardous cutaneous lead exposure,

I think we must sxercise every care not -to confuse

the iasues involved in these regulations, If we do, we shall
be glven cause to regrst 1t., I am quite willing to face

the facts, and if the Petroleum Board has data to prove the
existence of potential hazard here, I will gladly go along
with them, and will also look again into our own situation.
Otherwiss, with every wish to be completely co8perative,

I feel that I cannot take the professlional ressponsibllity
for testifylng in my own name, to the exlstence of an hazard
in which L do not belleve. If the petroleum companies

wish to adopt increasingly stringent regulations on their
own ascount, either in relation to the hazards of gasoline,
or out of lack of confldence in my Judgment and knowledge

of the facts, I would not think of ralsing an objection,

I do think, however, that they should supply evidence for
thelr opinion, if they find tuemselves in serious disagreement
with me on a matter of this type.

Only one other matter 1s~c£en to questlion,~ namely,
the length of use of the caniater, - + have always taken

the positlon that the use of a sanlster mask in any situation
that involves exposure to concentrated vapour of zasoline -
and/or tetraethyl lead, should be limlted to short periods,
and that the canister should be discarded after every
individual periocd of use (unless the latter l1s only a few
minutes), The reason for this 1ls that the carbon is flooded
quickly, especlally when exposed to high concentrations of
relatively volatile materials llke gasoline. Thias is

not true of tetraethyl lead vapor in the absences of othsr
organic vapors. It is not easy to define the perlod of use
of canisters in connectlon with the present use, for the -
conditions may be highly variable, Consequsntliy one must
1imit the use to 8 hours or some such period, or, if 1t is
permitted to bs longer, the wearsr must be required to report
promptly to a foreman as soon as he-detects gasoline in the -
alr he bresthes, ' *he latter method 1s obviously somewhat
unsatisfactory.: T A

I'1l be replying to your other letters shortly.
This one seamed to require prompt actlion, desplte my present
flood of other work. I hope my remarks will be helpful,
I send this letter by air, and a copy, with the revised regulations
on which I have made a few unimportant pencll notations by ship.

With best regards. - -

Sincerely,



