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< Xue sory- outlining the Goolsich
souonneemenl waz Tigled op an insdde
page of The Loutrviile Times becauss. &8
- 30 LT poted, Los company wis unelT-
* {gtn whelher or ot the dtaihs were 3o
- telated The momumrnial paplicetion o
“gthat arnouncemwert Tt well heve Pten
overloabed in 1he rush of werld events
exoept by those ditesily invdived — Yot
- »8 the eviienrs wmounied in the ensuing
wpeks, {20y were not.
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sivvinyl crhloride of, more commuely,
P‘LC PVC is & bate Duilding baﬂd:em-

iea} uwdmlhemmui)dnnsc many
plastics.

15 1he concern :berut the chemical's ef-
fect om healtd 8 uew one?

No, wurieus tachaienl snd medical re
ports have heep circulzied since st lost
1538 sbaut 1ht possibie taxie effects vind
chioride mickt bave on snimals. How
ever, unlil this year, maay chelucdl cxan
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' hive considered these scientifie

sgily rwhts: {0 humsni. And uaem
re:poris\sen m tmﬁﬂ'.l
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{AL f,:a e chemical ccmpany, Dow
Cbm;irai(:aq found throuzh its own re
peared Hmt . vinyl chlotida  exposure
i exused Lﬂ-r daxese in zuimals as early
ARG 1562 wnd began cullng the exposos
i -Jeveds in jls plamx. Giber tinvs, intinding
> Goodrich, berm making more dramalic
mbam in worssr exposure ewrly last
yeur, Uacoer, the B2k of the mew
aafeftards were not put inlo eﬁut il
this year 2t Goodich)
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Appsrently. nobady in a0 suthoritative
tisa hmows for sure, While the inr
ry  hus rxos operating under an
imume e nt sm;n;ﬁu?‘ﬁ\:m . per
witre ut & o
e T o i e i
vious maximum standard — gines shortly
adter the Gw*mn znoountetacnt, esforts

un?mb)eto mlhmthey
chim technology equipment {or com-
L p)nmdomemmnn&d,mq
: . »dd that it would be econorcimally impos
2.7 sible to install soth strict saicguards in
v Soch » highvolume, lwpm'u industry.

Hesrings 2re expected oa' i issys in

Meanwhile Goodrich and others are op-
oo efating st whatl (hey say ale exposare
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ﬁ,‘?;imm“‘“ ST (o wear prote
' 4 WOrzZls 10 wear profege
tive breathing equipment Goodn’gh has
s2id it will “meet 20y ressonzble slane
dxrd™ but a spokcrman kas been uhsble
fo define whst the company considers a
“reasonable siandard.™

whyhutmbemwehnhmh-
admmo{mehmmwnmw
vilie plant?

Chemical indusiry offidals :menny
concede that exposure levels have beea
h.\g!:ut at tbe oider, Joss efficlent plants

studies {ndicate-thx prolonged

ezpamre greatly intreases the chances of

& worker emtnd.mg the disease.  ‘The
Bexl: Lane plant of Coodrich, which
begnpmdnwonhlﬂlumdtht
cldest 3til]l cperating in tbe industry. Fad-
officiais hsve

also criticisad the-
- Howeves, in the abeence of ay docs-

hwsckecping and safety precautions at

e plant since the Jannary annoznct

ment. Goodrich has sinee grextly ex-

panded its safety and vinyl chloride moni-
toring operations there,
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er than most, more work:
e:pwedtngrmermmmnsu{lm
chetical for longer periods. And becxuse
of the rMIyafthe’hg: cancer, calied
ADCIOSATOOMA, CASES O dmmg
otber workers mxy heve been improperly

diggnosed.
Ope of ihe Goodrich for ex-
anple, went undetected im the in- -

vestigalion until The Lonisville Times in
its own check of medical records pointed
it out {0 cormpany officiais

1z the chemical dangerous to con-
mmers
pareatly nobody knows for sure.
Fedenl suthoritics last \ear banned the
se of PVC bottles for liquor bocsuse

that »nu:ri chloride was found leaching out of
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the bottles mto the lmw in m!!
tities aiter the mroducts were slo tcr
some months. The Lguor snd pasties in-
dustries said tbe findings were in.
conclusive although Goodnch confirmed
the methodology used in the testing.
And tests indicate that aerosdl spieys
ﬁrodna brief exposure lcvels that xre
igher than those silowed {or chemical
workers. However, agiin, (he induitries
say tbe findings are mcondum .

MANY aerosol maixtuun “have
slopped using vinyl chioride ss the pro-
peilant while the government, under
prodding from he metis snd consumer
sdvocates, has asked 1he remaining firms -
16 voluntagily do ibe same. ’

Manufscturers and supplars contend
that the dreakdown of PAC snd the-re-
Jease of vigyl ehloride is very tiow and
the gas is quickly distipaied in the air,

mented ‘“sxis” rxposure ' re-
search is continuing. -

Is the chemical a dsnrer 1o tiw mﬂ-
ronment and people residing or {raveling
thmghmnwmmcmm pisnis?

{ly nobody knows for
Sty people sy po. Govern-
ment investigators are now motuioring
the chemical in the air and Onio River
water near ihe Bells Lare plani (6 iee
Just what the exposure ievels are. Add
the indusiry Is continuing to hury ils
sludge or chemical residuer in ardinsry
landfills and pump its Gealed liq\ud
wasles inlo sewzfe sslems.

Whm'!tbemdmryﬂ produting
viny} chicride and PVC or mﬁnﬁe its ex-
posuze Jevels to undeteciadle leweiy? ©

The chemical is essential (o a pumber
of other lud\:’nnu pmdmn.,nmnyog
plastic producis — [rem phonograph,
yecards 10 floor Liles--which eruplor bun- .
dredsd!ho&mdso(peo,ue.mmuno
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