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PENING THEME AND TIYLES

R Supreme Court'Jdry tonight granted the wish of a éying man, and
raizsed the hopes of many old frieads and neighbgurs faring a
similar plight.

Welcome to what | think you'll find is a truly unforgettable four
forners. He browght it forward in plsce of our advertised
pragramme folloging tonighi’s landmark decision in Melbourne ta
award substantial damages agesinst an ssbestos proéucer. T
¥laus Rahenzalt has 3ust a few moenths to live, but ton;ght he‘

celebrating the jury's finding that bnhis iIncurable cancer,
mesothelioma, is the result of negligence by his old employer, a
subsidiary of the gient CSR group. The jury ordered the company
to pay six bundred snd eighty three thousand doliars {$683,8084}
to My, Ramanclt inciuding 8 quarter of a millioen dellsrs in
exemnplary damages for being reckless in its conduct.,...the first

—  sgch swargd in the industrial arens.

Kiaus econtracted the disease afifer working in a blue asbestos
plant at Wittensom in Mestern Australia in the garly sixties.
Wittensom ha2s quietliy <developed iInts Australis's greatest
environmentsl disaster, the death {0}l dis simply s=staggering.

T PLAINTIFF'S

EXHIBIT Some three hundred men and women who lived and worked in the
99% shadow 0f that remoie.mining operation have now sutgumbed through
\hﬁV-Qémw; asbestos~related discase. Eventually Wittenoom may well claim 2

thousand lives, Yet today's sftrong negligence verdict in
Victoris is the first success JIn some three hundred gamages
claims by the Wittencom viatims. Nor dues it guarantee fyture
success for people exposed before 1960 because My, Rabenall
verdict was based on the state of knowledye sfter that time.
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ANDREW OLLE (Cont.)

This jinvestigaticn of the blue ssbestos tragedy reports the
evidence and arguments Jrvoelved inm a nunmber of cases befeore the
Western Australian courts., The reporfer is Fael Barry.....

AERIAL YIEW, BLUE ASBESIOS MINE, WITTENOCGM GORGE

PAUL. BARRY

in the remcte north weat of Australis, & thousand miles by road
from Perth in..the speciaculsr Hammersley Ranges .ismlgstalials
only ever blue asbestos mine. -

Flying over Wittencem Gorge, you ¢3n see its waste still
plastered on the walls of the valley to which it clings.

The mine, whose operstor wss Australisn Blue Asbestos, 2
subsidiary of CSR, closed mare than twenty years age, yet stiil
it ¢laims lives.

Nearby, on the wide open plain, is the town of Wiffenoom. Set up
in #he 1940's Lo house the mine's workers, i1t has gver time, been
Soeme to 20,000 people.

foday, its streets are deserted. The cinema is closed, so is the
store and so is the schoel. Wittenvom is dying, 3 long slow
death, just like many of the people who ongce worked hesres

FILH - valerie Doyle golng through photos

VALERIE DOYEE ,

And this is my brother Frank, he passed sway with cancer in
1982...Janvary 1982. He worked in Wittenoom 23 2 truck driver in
the mill.

PAll BARRY
Angd what asbout these Ewo?

VALERIE DOYLE
This is @y mether and my stepfather, that's Esther and Phil

McKenne. My mother died of mesothelioma in 1975, September 1975,
and my stepfather Phil McKenna died in 1970, i0th October 1978,
with asbestosis.

PALL BARRY
And they alsc at Wittenocom?

VALERIE DOYLE
They were both in Wittencom, yes.

PAUL BARRY 5
He was the shift boss in one of the mines?

VALERIE DOYLE
Yes, in the amili....in the will.
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PAUL BRERY
And who's that?

VERDONICA DOYLE . .
thig is my husband Ron, he died in february 1978 of ashestosis.
He was s transport officer in Witteroovm, he did twelve months in
the mine when he first went to Wittenoom, and then He was
transport officer. He worked under Don Ecotftb.

- 4L P i 4 B N et

PAUL BARRY o .

How vld was he?

VERONICA DROYLE

When he died he was 50, he was coming up to his 3)st birthday
when he pasced away.

PAUL BARRY

Was he i1l for a long time?

VERGNICA DOYLE

Yes, twenty...twenty yesrs we were married,

PAUL BARRY .

Who's $hat?

RN A DO YL o ——————

This. is. my-sister; ¥ivgiaia and her hﬁsbaﬂd Eddo. E£ddie died in

1979 of asbestosis ang ocanter. Ke was in Wititenpom teo. He
worked in the sill.

FAUL BARRY

That's quite g harvest fsn't 3L really?
VERGNICA DOYLE

Yes, well three sisters were widowed in fourteen months.,

GRAPHIC - Valerie Dayle and family

PRUL BARRY

Valerie Doyle grew up in Wittenoom and raiged her family thers,
but she had gone there when just a child herself.

Fer ten years or more, she and her brother, mother, stepfather,
sisters and in~laws lived in Wittencon, with most of them working
in the mine or st the mill,

For ten years they breathed the asbestos dust that has killed so
nany of them, and not cnce it seems were they warnsd of any
dangers.

PAUL BARRY .
Does that make you angry?

VALERIE DQOYLE

Yes, ves, it wmakes me very wild...very very wild, uwm, I wouldn't
have lost wty husband or my parents §$f it hadn't teen for the
asbestos {starts crying)..l'm sorry, but nobody deserves to die
the way that they...they died. It's ecruvel, but nobody wants to
know. .. just aobady. lIt's & cruel death. ['a sorry sbhout that.
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Fi1M -~ Barbsra tee dancing

PAUL_BARRY

Barbara Lee is Walerie's sister. Her husband Hfuy Lee hes.
ashestosis and has recently had a stroke. they uvsed to love
dancing.

8aRQARA LEE

Three nighis a-week we used to go. When [ was in sy "teansy seven
nights & week. 1 couldn’t walt to gel dressed.and off, just to
get dawn and hear that music and dance. Now there's, nothing like
that at all, nothing.

PAUL BARRY
Uhy not?

BARBARA LEL .
8ecause Ray can't do it.

RAY LEE

1 used to love dancing with Barbare, and 1 used to hste any other
bloke that come snd picked her wp bhefore I could get st her
(laughter), that®s true, we used to dance lovely together.

PAUl BARRY '

BAREAﬂﬁ L€E —
Sittinf it the chair, go shepping for half an hsuy, sit in the
chair, snd he poes to bed, and I sit here snd read.

Patll. BARRY
What does it feel like to have the disease?

RAY LEE

it's terrible. I've got pain all the day, I've got pain now. 1
used to iy in bded there and, end I el...kicking all the time,
make me fest, mske me mouth open...jlke that, 1 couldn't
undergstand what it was...take me de that,

PAUL BARRY
Oo you blame anybody for it?

RAY LEE
Yes, C.S.R.

PAUL BARRY
Why?

RAY LEE
Bacause I oot asbestosis from up there and that ig esusing me
sain in my lungs.

FitM ~ Archival Footace, Aerisl view of Wittencom
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FREKIVAL FODTAGE “A Town is Born™

“In 154§ 1o the shadew of the Hammersley

Range, 8 town was born, A town which inm four
yeers has grown tu be the largest inland town
in the north of Western Australia, Wittenoam™,

FAUL BARRY
When Wittenoom was built in the. 1940°s, the norths of Western
Australia was almost virgin territory. But in the. far off

Hammersley Ranges were the naticn's only commercisi™epowitriof
biue asbestos, and one company wanted to gel st then.

FiiM - Blue Asbegtos Mine, Hittenvom

PALl BARRY .

in 1543, C.S5.R. bHought a2 handful of mining ieases around
Kittenoom angd started development. Austraiian Biue Asbestos
was the compsny that employed these men. it owned the mine and
operated it. But Australisn Blue Asbestos in turn was owned by
¢.6.8., and all its sctive directors were in fact C.S.R.
empioyess.

FIitM . Blue Asbestos #ine in operstign

PAUL BARRY

£.5.8., or the C[olonial SJgar Refining Company, I8  0DOW. .

Sébhup in the 1830's, C.S5.8. had long relied on cutiing sugsr
csne for & living, but they were looking for anew flelds to
conguer ~ and the search took them to Wittenoom,

The Kittpnoom venture was backed by State and fFederal
governments, and it started in 1944 with high hopes. 1t would
boost the wer effFort; it would tap the west’'s mineral wealith -
here wosh brave enterprise that the newsreels.tlisimed could bring
nothing buf goed. : ' Cooe

ARCHIVAL FEOTAGE "A Town iy Born™

“Each year 6000 tons aof refined fibre leave
Australia's only blue asbestos fields. Bat
the immensity of the known deppsits ensure

g long and prosperous future for the town
born as a Tesult of the faith and enterprise
of the operating company, a cempany
responsibie for many tine aghievements In the
industrisl -history of Austraglis®.

PAUL BARRY )
Ssdly, the pregictions were wroeng. Tadsy the mine site lies
abzndoned, S it hss done for the last 22 years.
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FIlM ~ apria} view, Scarred lsndscepe
PAUL BARRY
Elosed im 1966, it zlmost never mide 3 profit. todsy you gan

stil]l see the stars it left on the landscape. What you can't see
ig the haveoco it wroeught on the people. Ang nor would you guess
that this 4s the gite of an awful industrisl dissgter -
paustraliats Bhopal.

Achestos reisted cdissgase is likely to kil)l one in six of those
wht worked here - and that at the minimum wguld be.ane thousand
deaths.

»

FILM - Close-up of mine site, Wittenoom

PAHL BARRY
Spatiered round the mine site at Wittenoom is the stuff that's
cgused ail the trouble, crecidelite or blue asbestns.

Now banned virtually throughout the world, even the smallest
exposure invelves danger. Pullied spart in the hands youy van see
the fibres, but ii's the ones you doen't see, the microscepic
fibres or dust in the sir you breazthe, that can kill or cripple.
Most conmanly whkat it cen give yow jis the disease zsbestosis.

more scarring with the pagsage of txme and &% the Srarring
increases, lung function diminighes and people become
progressively mores shori of breath, This can go on to an end
stuge condition where people with asbestosis sre unable to engege
in say sort of’ physical activity. They're .. we would desgsibe
them as being respiratory cripples.

GRAPHILC - X~Ray of Lung Cancey

PAUL BARRY

Gne of the -cﬁmpiicaticns of asbestosis recognised since the
1940's is cancer of the lung. Exposcere to asbestos at wittenoom
more than dogbled the risk of contracting it.

But there is snother ceancer that blue asbestos produces, oot
identified until 1740. It fs uniformly fatal, and it kills its
victims on sverage within 9 months of disgnosis. its name is
mespthelipme,

FILM . Norsmsl tung/Diseased Lung

PALL BARRY (Yo Camera)

If you want an ides of .whal wesothelioma does to you, take a look
at this. Thet is a normal lung, it's zbout the size and shape
that s lung should Be. And that is the lung of somethe who's
died of mesothelioma. Ail this white steff argpund it ig the
tumour, ond you can see how it's grown Fight arouad the iung, and
erusheg it to about a guarter of itg normal size., Now what has
happened 1S that the vicliim has essentially been suffocated to
death. As one dogtor told us, it's rather like havimg concrete
poured into your chest.
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IRTERYIEW BIlh PETLR HMIYES

PAUL BARRY
what are you dizgnosed as having?

PEIER HEYS ‘ _
Mesothelioma., . malignant mesotheliorma, which was diagnosed in
Apri} ‘86, and been confirmed ... so .. unfartunste.

FAUL SARRY
¥hat do your -dostors siy absut your chances?

L P Lo

PEICR HEYS

Weli, I don't think they give me any chance. I did have an
aperstion in July, ‘86, which the main reason for &that was to
attempt to proleng .. proleng things, and I think they were quite
happy .. that hszs prolonged matiers somewhat. But as far as
snything long term, no I’'m not .. I'm veally act into that.

FI1iM - Hevs fumily olaving snooker

PAUL. BARRY

Tii: 1986, Peter Heyes gnd his family hzd net & vare in the

worid. The children were strapping and healthy. They prospered
at school. They won 3ll the Jocal sporting trophies. But when
the parents read in the papers that ex Wittenoom workers were
dying of cancer and asbestosis, they dida't give it & thought.

Peter had worked in the basgging ‘section of the mill at Wittenoom,
but thet had been fully 30 years before. And what's more, he'd
been there just 2 months,

MRS, HEYS

Peter just szid "wasn't ! lucky that I was only up there 2 couple
of months™, and it was Jfust .. I really ¢idn't give any thought
to it st 8ll. I sever thought he was in dangser at all.

PEIER HEYS

Ner did 1. One of those things that doesn®t really happen to
you er the people you know « hazppens to gomeone else.

MRS, HLYS
That*s right.

PAUL BARRY
is it an unplessant disease?

PEIER HEYS

1'd say very unpleassant. Probably, at this stsge, the disesnse
isn*t that terrible, I'm not getting pain as such, g lot of
diegomfort, hut it's probably more the psychelogical thing., You
take asway hope, and you take & lot away.

FILM -~ Wittenoom
MUSIC - “"Dont fence e In"

PAUL BARRY

far the good folk of Wittenoom, ignorsnce was bliss, Rad they
known the full dangers of livieng bere, it's hard to beliecve wany
wauld have stayed. Bul, unawsre of the Tisks, these were happy
times. for Some perhaps, the best days of their life,
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pPaul GARRY .
Tt wmes @ sife swey Trom the cares of the clity. A 1ife zt tinmes

of fun, ang once & yesr there were Lhe races.

BUSIE (Cant'd}

VALERIE DOYLE

We had our dantes and the rarces, and .. yes, there «8% Qood Limes
- plenty of good times, and plenty of laughter, when we used to
ge dsancing on the hpiel verandsh with Hrs. Whittsker-playing hes
radiogram, yes .. and in the old hall .. we had a lot of good

times, a lot of fun, . =
FIo. SRR fug i Y RTINS S

PAUL_ BARRY
vt not everyone Iiked Wittenocom. it was miles from snywhere,
dust ridden, and for half the year, unbearably hot.

Getting people te work here wes a constant problem for the
company. And making them stay was even harder. Almost half
those who came to Wittenoom had left within three mouths.

FIi¥ - Underground shotg of mine, bruck carrying ssbesias

PALL BARRY

For many, hitching a2 ride on the asbestes trucks wss the only way
to eseape. fae a@man even lvsded up hip wife, Furniture and 7
children to get them out. ‘

Underground,. conditions mere hot, dusty sed cramped. Fgcehorkers

spent hours doubled up on their hasunches as they drilled into the
rock because headrgoh was only 4 inches., And since Ausiralisn
miners from Kslgoorliie's goldfields wouldn’t stand for that, the
mines owners had to recruit overseas and .rely hesvily on
immigrant workers. .-

ARCHIVAL FOBYAGE ™A fown is Born”

“Miners from many perts of the world come (o
Wittengom and of the total population of nearly
00, three fifths are migrsnts, and 20 different
netionslities are employed by the cperating
conpany”.

FIt¥ ~ Arrival of migranis, dsck scenss, W, A,

Payul. BARRY

Tn the 10 years after World War II, one million new Australians
set foot on these shores for the first time. They cume from &
furope torn by war gnd ruled by raticning, and they had grest
hopes of what they would find.

o many, it was 8 disappointment. Those who landed in the west
st Fremantle talk of tin sheds and little else. And there are
stories of women LhroAging the guay to yell "go back .. go back
.. there are no jobs hers”. .

FILM - Plane srriving at Wittencom

PALL BARRY

But for those who touched down in the red dust of Wittenons the
jolt must have been ewven greater. They were marooned in 3 hot
strange }and like nothing they'd ever seen before.
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BEN #INK - €x Wiftenoon YWorkey, 1958°s

fy andg large they were in a siste of shock yow see. I setuelly
seen guys coming down from the plane, the BC 3, ang they wzlked
straight back up the plank, back inte the plane and they .. you

know, they just looked around because it's flat and then you've
got these hills, brown spinifex.

GTT0 PONGRAIZ

Weli when § came off the plape on the 18th January, it was that
fhot we just couldn't ... we just took the air .. yoeu know, it
took the breath away. You know, we a1l thought “what the heck am
i doing here?" ' . T " I N T

FILM - Btie Pongratz opn motor-bike on arriva} st .4,

PAUL BARRY

Gtto Pongraty went to Wittenvom when he was just 21. An Austrian
immigrant, he was seat there by the West Ausiralian Goveramenat,
pecause there wss no other work available. His is a typical
story. And typice}l tea, is his account of conditions in the
Wittenoom ssbestos mill,

8710 PONGRATZ

You ceuldn't see your hand before your eyes. You couldn't
sreathe: °As soon as you get in to .. tewards the wmill, the whole
gorge was one tloud of dust. It woulda't matter where 'you are,
you couldn't escape the dust. FEyerything was while and grey.

fﬁfggvigumw;Igmﬂkx ..... ng _ s

PAUL BARRY

Jeil me Ray, what were conditions like in the will?

RAY LEE

Terrible. At the worst times vyeu couldn't see from one end of

PALL BARRY -

the mill to the giher.

- ke 4 P =

Vou were in the bagging section at one stage weren't you. What
was that like?

RAY LEEL
Thaet ‘s the worst part of the lot. That's the mein kilier.

PAUL BARRY

{an you describe it7?

RAY LEL

These blokes are handliing it with their hands. And when you get
a good rTun with plenty of asbestos in the rock you know, coning
out, often they'd get. blocked up g8 (hey're coming down tg the
baggers underneath, and they*d have to siretch up and pull this
down you «nhow, and “that’s what 1 eall literslly eating and
breathing ssbestosis, trying te claw that down, you're looking up
at 3t like that.

PAUL BARRY :
Angd jt's all caming down oa your face is it?
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FILA ~ Mill/Convevor Belts

PAUL BARRY )

fven today, more than 2 decsdes since the wheels of Wittenconm
last turned, you c¢an see what it must have been like. Almosy -
everything is covered with fiore snd dust, 1¢°s gaked ento

conveyor belts, it sticks to the structure of the building..

Everything is coated asif it's been czught in a deadly grey-blue
shawer .

FILM - Interioy of Mil}l

© W
- A PR S-SV T

PAUL BARRY
It's Jike genent isnti it,

ROLLY SABBADINI

It is, but uynder microscupe .. under magnifying glass you'll find
that it's fibre sng dust of course.

PAUL BARRY

Some 30 years agu, Rolly Sabbadini was an electrician here. HNow
& sugcessful businessean in Perth, we brought him back to show us
arpund:

ROLLY SABBADINI -« Inside Mine with Payl Barry
Logk, this i1s al}l dust. It‘s siil dust. A€ you can seeg, that's
been here for 22 years, and yet it's still here. This iz the

everywhere, 1711 show ysu anather one,
that people were wearing, they were breathing it all day long,
and when you. come sut of your wark and you ya fer your shower,
that's what you would be lucking like. And when you go under the
shuvwer with that, the shower would dbe black, the water would be
pitch Black running down the drsin, and fthen you start to
recognise your mstes. Jnly after they weni throuph the shower,
you could tell who he was. Se this materisl was flying
everywhere.

Fli4 ~ Close-up of blue ssbestos fibres

PAyL BARRY _ {Io Camera)

But how much was known in the 1950's of the sericus dangers %o
fhealth posed by asbestos dust, dengers thatl have brought people
to their deaths. And could those who ran Wittenoom have foreseen
the tragedy?

PAUBL BARRY
These questions are currently being wulled ocver by the Supreme
Court of Westerm Ausixsiia where there are gome 300 claims for

damages by former Wittenoom workers or their familjes. the
claims allege negligence By Australian Blue Asbesto? sndlor
€.5.8. Now the whole issve of negligence 35 extremely

compliested mnd only & court can decide it. But central to 21l
the cases, it whether the companies could and should have
foreseen the seripus dumege to health and preveanted it. And at
the heart of that matter is whal was the state of medical
ktnowledge at the time?
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it .~ CGreseahic of Mesopihelioma Article

AL BARRY

The first thing to s&y is that mesothelioms was ool tinked to
ssbestos til) 1940, Se £31l then, no-one gould have fereseen
that people exposed to asbestos would die from that disease. But
thhe health gdangers of ssbestos were kitown aboutl. I 2855, in &
famous study, published in the British Journal of Indusirisl
Medicine, asbestos had been definitively linked to lung cancer.
and indeed, evidence for the link had been widely scgepted by
dogtors in the late 15940's.

And as for asBestosis, that had been knowR©-about ' Simce ~beTite
1908, with the first deaths in British factoried weaving asbestos
reported in 1907,

As early as 1918, Americss insurers were reporiedly refusing
cover to asbestos manufacturers because of the health risks.
And in 1930, a British government report documented at grest
length the seripuspess pf the disesse angd how te prevent it,

So by the 1950G%s, the victins are saying in court, the dangers of
ssbestosis at least should have been well known, certasinly among
the medical professian,

PROFESSOR ERIC SAINT, Sig fharles fardiner Hospitsl., Perth,

Weil the Tacts about mshestosis, the relationship, the harardous
nature of the asbestos particle bave been well known in” the
literature, the genersl litersture since the amid 19207s, and I

think.would bhave been known. by any. comspetent physician..

PAUL BARRY
Khen you say the facts were well known, could one have koown at
the time that exposure to that sort of dust vould &ill peopie?

PROFESSOR SAINT
Yes, cnequivoralily, the answer would be ‘yes‘.

PAUL BARRY
Se rvoulg the company have known that?

PROFESSOR _SAINT

€ they had praper &dvisars they should heva known, because the
British, the Americen, the South Africen literatoure, wherever
ssbestos was being mined or manmufactured, these English speaking
countries, there 1% an abundance of literature whith made it
quite clesr that the sebestos particle weas infurious to lung

tissue end would produte asbestosis, ang a propovtion of people

with asbestesis would ultimately die.

PHOTOS OF KEITH BROWN

PAUL BARRY

This man is Keith Osborn Brown, s director or managing director
of Rustralian Biue Avbestos for 23 years, he was alsae, at the
same time, a senior employee of C.S.R.

in recent gourt cases, Keith Brown has ¢aid, hs was aware of
heglth risks of asbestos in 1944, but, he believed damage to
nezlth would result eonly after 10 or 28 yeurs exposure Lo
ssbestes, and then oftly with sope people.
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PAUL HARHEY

B siso believed he said, ihat reguler X-Rays would detect zny
demage before 1t w2y serious. Gn cross-examinetion, #r. frgwn
was asked: {ACTOR*S VQICE)

uMr Brown in the periocd 1943-1%855, did you ever
hesr of & possible asscciation between asbestos
and lung canceyh?

PAUIL BARRY
And he repiied: {ALIOR'S VBICE)

v b

*The answer's yea®™.

PAUL BARRY

In quaisfying this, he aaid be knew in 1944 that asbestosis could
leag te¢ death or incapacity. Keith Brown was alse asked whether
he or Australian 8iuve Asbestes or €.5.R. hsd before 1961
approached any doctor ar any public health departwent, or made
gny special eagquiries asbowt the health risks of asbestes, there
the gnswer was "ao". =

Fitm - Fiving Doetor Landing

FAUL BARRY

In the 1%40%g, the Flying Doctor was & regular wvisitor to
Wittenoom. Based in nearby Port Hedlsnd, one of its docters at
the time was sn expert in indusirisl disease whoe would later
bectme g Professor of Medicine, His name was Erice Saint, and

~h

hig first u;sit to the m;’,ne mar&eé th& ...... s tﬂrf ...... o{_.. ..... &5 z eyearﬁa,ttle. ......

petween the company and oafficialdom cover dust at the mine and
mill. -

PROFESSOR SAINT

when 1 firet saw them I really wes quite appalied. The day ..
first day ! went there I wes shown the mine itgelf, znd it seemed
pretty dusty and I did know something sbout assbestos, and the
industriasl hazard it constituted, but I was even more appalied
when 1 went up Yo the hesd ©f the gorge where they bhag this
hopper thing where they tried to separate the stone from {he
asbestos fibre, you know, crushing it and then geiting the
fibre....it was Jjust a huge cleud of dust hanging cver the sir
and this resliy 1 felt very urhappy about indesd. ]

FILM - Prof. Saint writing iletfer toc Health Dept.

PAUL BARRY
St unhappy wae Eric Saint. thet he immedistely addressed a letter
to his superiors ia fhe Department of Publiec Health in Perth.

Referring to #Wittenocom as this dump of dumps, Saint warned them
in the bluntest possible terms of future consequences.

ACTOR'S YQICE -

The asbestos mine at Wittencom let the record state, operates
withsut any sort of dust exiractor whatscever. In a year or two,
ABA will produce the richest and most lethal crop of asbestosis
cases in the world's literature.
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PAUL BARKY
And, having w=ritten that, Uri¢ Saint s2ys he Lhen warnes the

company.

PROFESSOR SAINT

i silso spoke to the mansgement and expressed my concern there,
and spoke in no unecertazin terms end said that this was a very
hazardous occupational situvation that aimost inevitably therve
would be gpatients with cases of asbestesis in four/five years

time,

*==is . . s, wic ot Tt et v

FAUL BARRY -
#hat was thelir regeotion?

PROFESSOR SAINT .
it's hard for me, after forty years, to judge...fhey were pelite
people, they listened to me politely, they dida't commit
themselves. I don't know what correspoendence took place between
them and their headquarters, but I made no bones about my enxiety.

PARUL BARRY . '
Whatever the company's response to Eric Saint's warning, the dust
hazerd did oot ¢go away. Five months after Saint had written his
letter, inspectors from the West Australian Rines Depsriment were
reporting to their superiors on a recent visit to Wittensonm.

They seid, bluatiy:

+

T S

ACIDR:S. YDILE

fonditions in the mill from a dust peint of view were most
unsatesfectory.

PAUL BARRY

Angd they went ont

ACIOR'S VOICE

Un completion of {he inspection, an interview was held wiih the
manager and attention was drawn to the danger.to the healin of
the men. '

PAUL BARRY

fut that warning didatt do the triek elther. 7Twe years lster,

the mines inspetters filed another report on Wittenoom which
sgid:

w ACTOR*S YOICE

from o dust paint of view, conditions in the mill have definitely
woreened, At crib time, the men were eating more dust than food.

FitM -~ Blasting, mine site, Wittengom

PAUL BARRY

In 1952, the inspectorsd reported in similar terms. TYhey did so
sgein in 1954, A&nd then in 1955, the Mines Depirtment threatened
to close the mill becsuse of the disgraceful working conditions.

In 1958, ARusiralian Blue Asbestes built 3 new mill for treating
the asbestes fibre, and with jt came 2 Hrand new system of dust
extraction at 3 gost of fifiy thoussnd pounds.
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PALH. BARRY

gut if that improved matters, it was net for iong. UOnly one yesr
after the new mii] opened, Wittenoom was visited by @ man who
would later become West Australia‘'s Commissioner ef Publie
Health, Jim MeNulty.

314 HCNULTY

My impression of the mine was that, 1 said at the time it was the

worst 1 had ever.gseen, in terms of dust and housekeeplipg=., . e
PAUL. BARRY

ghat 4n particuylsr, apart from the dust, I mesan you say

housekeeping?

JiIM HMcNODLTY

Weli there wes & general peoor confrel of dust, there was dust
everywhere, you got dust in your heir, got it in your teeth, when
you waiked around the mill, if you put your hand on a railing,
your hand cape off black. After a very short time you were
filthy yourself because gverything you touched was dirty.

PAUL BARRY

Again, repoerts from mines department inspectors confirmed that
the dust problesm continued. in 196), they said conditions were
very gusty and could be terwed gcritical.

in 1962, they found them worse and a4t new record levels. And in
1963, they reported them worse stiil.

FIM - Papl Barry at mine with konimeter.

PAUL BARRY {(To Cameraz

When the mines .inspectors came toe Wittenpom to check on dust
lavels, and come they did, they were armed with a machine called
a konimeter. It works by firing & small amouant of dust onto &
glass plate, and then you treat that plate aad you look at the
result through %Lhe microscope. You then zount the individual
dust psriicles one by one, su you can see it’s not & particolisrly
accurate method, and it's alse a method which has an upper limit.
There are times when it simply cen't cope because there jg so
mitch dust. 1t then gives the reading of one thousand plus, and
that reading was commonplace here at Wittenoom.

FlUY -~ Dust extracter, Wittenoom mine

PAUL BARRY

in 195635, with the problem at its beight, ancther set of new dust
extractors was instelled. Buf again it sesms the fix was @
failure. " .

When an oulside conBuilant hired by the Mines Department viszited
the mill in 1945, his dere sophisticated squipment revealed dust
levels higher than ever before.

fn the bsuging section, the dust floating in the air way almost
twenty times the amount the WA Mines Pepartment regarded as safe,
and it was up to one twundred times the levels set down at the
time in the British asbestos indusiry.
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FAUL, BARRY {Tont.)

The consultant's damning repdrt highlighteg poor maintensnce,
holes in ventilation ducts, machines that lesked clouds of dust,
covers thst were nat in place, And his verdict wss quite clear.
MULH DF YHE DUST COULD HAVE BLEN PRIVENTED,

PAUL PRARRY
What did you want to do with the mine bhack then?

——— . + < ot sk T iy meetrs * b e e

JIM McNULTY
Clese it.

PAUL BARRY
fight yeats before the mine wss finally closed, the first bunch
of cagses of asbestosis from Wittenoom had begun L0 2ppear.

FILM . Jim Mchully and X«Rays

PAUL BARRY

Jim McNuity, them chest physieian at Kalgooriie, deait with some
of the victims, ang subseguenily fought with the Mines
Department, snd the people who ran Wittencom to get something
done,

Fven now he's not sure whether anybody listened.

et i m— -
By 1958 it was apparent thst we were guoing te get the crop of

asbegtosis which had been threastened. Quite serious and advaanced

disesse was developing in relstively young sen whe had had very

short exposures to dust. in the eastern stafes gold mines it
took 25 to 30 years for a man to develop dust disease, wheress in

Wittenoom it was taking between three and four years and the

disesse wae mucth more advanced and serious and disabling than the

silicosis in the gold mines.

PAUL BARRY
Did you put thoss findings to the company?

SIM MoNULTY :

i put the findings to the coapany and I put it to the Qepariment
itself, ahd in fact my report was gublished in the snnusl repeort
af the Commissioner of Publie Healih, tabled in Pgrlisment in
1959,

PAUL BARRY {To Comera)

You know, whet's  ge hard to understand about the whole Wittenoconm
sage is why it wse allowed to0 happen. the warnings seem
vemarkably eleay, gn. the one hand there's no doubt that
Australisn 8lue Asbestos did try fo contrel the dust, but on the
other hand, therets ng gquestion their efforts were inadeguate,
and, that they could be seen to have failed. Now failure is a
word you can‘t escape in this Wiliencom story. ¥Failure by the
Western Austraslian government and failure by the company, and not
trivigl failure at that. Begavse of if, many people have died or
will die.
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PAL BARRY .
What are your personal feelings about =2 trzgedy that you foregeaw
and warned of, snd nevettheless, ..,

PROFESSOR SAINRT
1 feel very sag, very sad indeed.

PAUL BARRY
Setting aside who, do ycu think there are pegple who shauld be
blamed? - .5 T o A Ay

PROFESSOR SAINT

T don't like the word *hiame.' 1 think blame is & matter for the
courts. ‘1 find it ea8d thet ne action was taken 3t the time by
those in positions of responsibility.

FILM -~ Shots of Perth and mining house

PALL BARRY

The city of Perth and Western Australia sre built on the wealth
of mining. Minerzls made this town.

ge it gold, iron ore or even asbestos, most of the money here
started life underground. - ——

¥A's mining heritage may well explsin why Wittencom was never

elean®g . Up... 0L losed . down,. ... gnd. it may too alffect the

aftermath..‘the mnssive legal pattle fFor compensation that's now
taking pisce.

Gf the 300 damages claims ccncera;ng Wittencom now before the
fourts here, npt one so far has been successful.

#ally Simpson’s case against Australian Bliue Asbestos, now called
Midaleo, 35 stilil under zppeal. But the judge has ruled that
Simpsorn, who worked in the mine in the sarly 1%60's does nct have
an asbestos~rejated disease.

Joan Joostents case In 197% against Ausiralian Blue Asbestos
failed. She had worked et Wittenoom isn the i958's end later
contracted =mesctheliona. The judge ruled that her emplgyers
could not have foreseen damsge to hexr health, not least because
the office she worked in was 100 yards from the asbestos wmill,
and her . exposure o high Jevels of dust had not bHeen
descensirated.

RING PEDROTTY

This merning J ssked myself, this is not..... 1 could be gone
three months, six months; nine months but there is not a future
for me. '

FRUL BARRY

fina Fedrotti'g case sgainst Ausfralisn Blue Asbestes didatt
fail, dbut nor did it succeed, Before the court could convens at
his hospital bed, he died of mesotheliona.

FRANK HAAS :
When they took an X~ray, one half of the X-ray was blank which
meant that the whole lung was filled with fluid or the
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paut. BAREY

Tnd mesothelioms decided this wman's case too. Frank Maszs,
snother former Wittenoom worker, died in July 3877 shortly after
starting proceedings.

FRANK MAAS
L .and then 1 was told, and then they did & biopsy, and after
pathology reports came through, it was a malignant tumour.

T IH BARRS“ se - nemane - Y STy e "y st S
ik, mesocthelioma, ii's in ithe right lung. Um, there’s no hope
for .me.

PAUL BARRY

Twe more mesothelioma victims have a case now before the courts
in Perth,. Dne of them, 7Tim Barrow, worked at Wittenoom in the
lgte 1940's, in the store next to the mill.

TIM BARRGW
1'd socnher have my health than the compensation.

PAUL BARRY
the other, his go-plaintiff, is Peter Heys,

The defendants in the Heys-Barrow case are Austrslisn Blue

the men and did nnt run the aine.

v

The issues in the Heys-Barrow csse are extremely complex but the

‘defendants both argue that in the 1950s they could not have

foreseen Heys and Barrow would contract mesothelioma because the
disesse was only discovered in 1960,

The plaintiffs an the other hand maintain that seriocus damage to
fleys and Barrow's health was foresesable becsuse the lethal risks
of asshestosis and lung cancer were known about in the 1940°s.

FIt® .~ WA Sugfeme Court and lawyers leawing,

PAUL BARRY

The case iz airesdy the lengest-running in West Austrsliasnr legal
history, and it may well become & landmark. If the plaintiffs
fail, there may not be more money fo fight snother case, If the
plaintiffs succeed, a flood of claims could be unleashed.

Many millioens of dollsrs are at stake.

RETA HEYS ..

1 think we'd al}l be very very angry and very disappointed if they
do lose this one becsuse I feel that there is just csuse for them
to tske the hlame.

PALL BARRY
&nd it's likely to be the last, if you do lose dsn't it?
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NEYR MEYS
1'd say so, yves.

PAUL BARRY .
How great a danger is it that yopu'll die before there is 3
verdict?

¢ PETER MEYS

Before the cese finishes? W#ell, gquite frankly, 1 den't know. 1f
you had of asked me that three wonths ago, I would have said,
well, 1'd stili—be rsasonsbly well by the~ end G E T e vy
finishing which was due to finish in March, but it appears at this
stoge it stil)l has at least Iwo to three months to go, snd 1's
getting more breathless you know as time goes on. 1'm not really
very active at all st the wmoment,

PAUL BARRY
Peter Heys died on food Friday. Judgement in his case has still
nct been reached.

His death will substantially reduce the dJdamages paysble if his
clain is successful.

More to the paint, unless his claim sucteeds zgainst LSR, there
- mey be no money at all. Australian Blue Asbestos hasn't enough

(f{..ﬁ - F-uﬂerez ............................................................................... —

PAUL BARRY

Seo far, the tally of deaths froem -Wittencom is sround SLhree
hundred. No one khows exectily. But with mesotheliomg, the
dizease has yet to get inte iis stride.

Jony Whiteaker runs a funeral business in a town Uwo hours south
of Perth. But he onge lived and worked at Wittenocom.

TONY WHITEAKER

A lot of the people that I worked with hgve died., Four mumbers
of one family 1} buried....Ron Jones, his brother-in-law, Rossi,
Pon £kett, and Mrs. McKennas. Her husband was the mill supervisor
in Wittenoom for years.

PALL BARRY
Your own family's been affected by it as well haven'i yeu?

TONY WHIYEAKER

Yes, iast one...one sister through it. She was 2z school kiddie
up there snd she died when she wss 28 years old. Mether of two
Jittle kiddies. i

PAUL BARRKY ~
What did she die of?

1ONY WHITEAKER

#egothelioma. She was only a baby when she went there, bui she
went te school in Hittenoom and all the school grounds and
everything was just asbestos tailings cause 1 used te cart a lot
of the tailings into town when @ was driving the trucks.
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TONY WHITEAKER (Cont. )

{he rtoads were made of 1L, the sporting grounds. Lricks fer the
hote)l were made of 1it, the shopping centre, 2 1ot of the
buildings, everything that wss,...everything concrete wss made
with asbestos tailings from the mill,

VALERIE BOYLE
This 1s sgain...are my two children, David and Bronwyn,

This was taken afteT they had been playing in the yard, and got

..... - " 4 OIS b WL VT A

»

PAUL. BARRY
Ang thgt..the dust there wos very full of asbestos wasn't it?

VALERIE DOYLE '
Yes, in the failings, yées. There was nowhere else for them to

piay tut in that.

PAUL BARRY
06 you worry about their fulure at 3117

VALERIE DAYLE

Yes I do. I think anybedy whp had children up there would worry
shout them because they played in it, 2ll children played in it.
There was nothing else for you to do, you didn't know the dangers
50 you just let your children play:in it.

ﬁ!ﬂg— ..... gma ..... Far:*‘ ...... F‘ewiiypic”ic ............
PAUL BARRY .
On 2 sunny Saturdsy, Perth’s Kings Park is the perfect place for
s pitnic.

One can only wish that there wmere more days just like it because
for Barpara Tyler, there may nat be,

Bob Lamont, Barbars's feither, was the town policeman at Wittenoom
in the ninefeen fifties.

He taak his wife ang three thildren to live there foo.

Now aged 3&, with twe young children of her own, Barbaras has been
told she has mesothelioms.

She'i) be lucky to live out the yesr.

PAUL PARRY T4 BARBARA TYLER
what about Lthe kids, have you told them?

BARARBARA JYLER

Noet everything at the moment,

PAUL BARRY
What do they know, or what g0 they think?

BARBARA TYLER
they know :'m sick and I have to watch my diet and 1 can't do
what I ¢ould before, and that's sbout ail.
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PALIL SARRY
And ere you going to tall thea?

BARBARA TYLER
Yes, if we feel il's necessary, we will.

PAUL BARRY
khan did you first find osut you had this thing?

BARBARA TYLER . -w. : : L, Py o™ bt
Six months ago. _ *

PAUL BARRY
Ang hown? What sort of....did you feel 1) presumably?

EARBARAR TYLER
No, { ecouldn't breathe, and obvigcusly I had Fluid on the lungs,
and then after some more tests, they toid ae.

PAUL BARRY
And how have you coped with it?

BARBARA TYLER
itve coped very well, I'm very positive and there's nothing much
doctars can do but I will try, I wili get through it.

....... BARRY.

Row? What sre you going to do?

BARBARA TYLER
Um, 1°3] get through ft, I'sm positive...meditation, alternative
nedicine, diet... - .

PAUL BARRY
You must feel desperately unlucky?

BARBARA TYLER .
ihat'd De the word....unlutky, well nag, 1 feel really sick
because someone or scmething did it to me. Something caused it,
vtherwise you don't get it.

PAUL BARRY
Se you feel sngry?

BARBARA TYLER
Very angry st sowmeone.

PAUL BARRY

Barbars Tyler isn't likely to win damesges from anybody, nor will
gthers al Witienoom who didn't work either in the mine or the
mill. And there will He others like hezr. She was not the anly
child there.

MUSIC (*Don‘t fence Me In')

ARUHIVAL FOOQTASE « Hittenoom
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FAUL BARRY {V/0 Music)
in the yesrs t0 come, there will be macy more victims of
dustralisa's greatest industrial tragedy. ferhaps seven hundred

more victims,

there wili be families torn spart, children oarphaned, lives
destroved. And as the legal wrangle about responsiblity goes on,
gne can only ask how wag it ever allowed Lo happen.

f—
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ANDREW QLLE {Studio)
the tragedy of #ittenocom, Australis's worst industrial and
environmental disaster, yet most of us were barely aware it
existed. Pauwl Barry's very moving report should help change
that.

Next week, our deferred report on the poelitics of Cocaine., It's
worth waiting for.

See you next Monday, gouvdnight.

CLOSING THEME AND CREDIYS




