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USA TODAY

Scott Pruitt On A Mission To Change The Culture Of The
EPA

Ledyard King
November 26, 2017

EPA Administrator Soolt Pruitt isn'tjust dismantling the Glean Power Flan and other high-profile
environmental programs of the Obama era. He's on a mission lo re-enginesr the agency's culture by
returning power to states and away from the Washinglon bureaucrals and coastal elites he said
have led i asliay,

The ERPA forexample is doing away with the ‘sue-and-sellle” approach that Pruitl said improperly
allowed the Gbarma administration o ciicumuyent laws by rewriting regulations behind closed doors
with friendly efvironmental groups who filed lawsuits.

The agency also has rewritten membership rules for the agency's advisory boards. so thal both
industry advocales and academics from Midweslern and Mountaln slates — which Pruill said were
underrepresented — have greater influence when counseling agency leaders on new rules.

Ken Cuccinellil a Pruitt ally and former Republican attomey general from Virginia, said the EPA
administrator Hobtly believes the agency needs fo retum to s rools and abandon guixolic pursuits
OUbama conducled on global warming embodied by the Clean Power Plan and the decision 1o sign
on lo the international trealy known as the Paris Accord.

“The previous administration weaponized this agency,’ Cuccinelli said. They were assauiting

Armetica through the ERPA Scoll believes in clean waler and clean air. There's never besn any doubt
aboul that. But all of the other creative slulfis the kind of stuff that political elites wanl o spend their
tirne on and if it affects Americans all it does is teduce thelr opportunities ©

As part of his effort to change the culture al EPA. Pruitt s touting 8 back-lo-basics * agenda thal
emphasizes parnerships with states and ssues he calls central {o the agency s mission when
Congress created it in 1970,

Sierra Club v. EPA, 1:17-cv-01906 ED_001523B_00001811-00001
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