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~ten appear to have ﬁ_lglpgl@y_i_b_\ the Unltad States, and seven in Canada, ,S_o.,rr::c -
of the oarlior reports apparently included asbestoa miners, Sul it canbe |
assumed, nh.\co 82 of the 99 canes had originated In England, and since no
asbestos mining gporlllonl are carried on in that country, that most 51 the
reportod cases have Involved workor} ln the textilo or fabricating industrico.
.o Such factors as smoking habits, family history of chr.u:cr. leagth of
time in the Qduntry. and age of the Individual caso aro alao notably absent
ln the majority of thase reports. |
- With thia nndcuta.n&lng of the llmmtlon. of the exiating literature
with recpect to opldomlologl'cé} generalisation, it mny—l;o of Vl.lug to consider
Iz somewbat more detall some representative earlier p_ublii:atlom. a few ol
which were referred to briefly above,
One of the moil‘deullod studies and ono which dessrves the most
- serlous consideration ie that roported by Doli(zu) in 1955, This study reviews
csuses of death amoang asbestos warkars basaed on Fo‘roncn‘ rccofdl. It
aioo attompts to ntlmué tho risk by studying recorda of men who worked
for at lln.u 20 years in 'o‘::poooq situations, Doll concludod that lung cancer
was & specific indusirial hacard of urta(n. asbestos workers snd that, after -
20 years of exposure, the risk is ten .tl;r\eu as great as for the __g'eneral.popu-'
lation, o
This articlo ts fmportant for several roasons, in addition to tho
definile conclusions at which it arrives, For on'nmple.‘ it begins by stating

that “in view of the infrequency of asbestosls, this large aumbor of cases
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