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~PACIFICA —PA 12,000-volt power, transformer

*belonging to Pacific Gas and Electric Co. ruptured

' Tuesday m Paeifte”leleasing black smoke as well as ;

;the susbcfcted (cakcindgen polychlorinated biphenyls,
S [iaccordirtg to VP8"fpokeswoix(aENOfMsSAN
Roberta-Palm of PG&E said the spill occurred

»about:12:30 p.m.! wheh a transformer atop a'power

pole irivithe 1500 block of Linda, Mar Boulevard

LEp1(x.ed . . .

']k:lﬁegn Foster, a resident on Linda Mar, said she
| called PG&E at about 11:20 a.m., when the elevated;
transformer started “arcing and puffing and smok-'

» ayn
E)pfq:oster said it took a little more than an hour for
ftPG&E to. respond to her call. A utility™inspector
".arrived at 12:30 p.m., just in time for the final explo-
sion, which Foster said released so much smoke that it :
5“cpmpletely obliterated my vision”. Of houses across

Jgr - ', the street.v. _ _
"igg-'PG&E crews irnmediately cordoned off the area
San Mateo, CA f- mand began removing the transformer, according to
(San Mateo Co.) A 1 Palm. Crews are performing mop-up operations,
Times S £ Palm said, including excavating a 12-foot square sec-
(Cir. 6XW. 49,793) I'tion of soil in front of Foster's home toa depth of four
f.inches, to rid the area of the .chamicalL e "KMV’
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miiMtf: By DAVE MADDEN iff dcred safe for peopleVshe said.  -Jar vehicles that day, which could.have
Times Staff Writer - or 1 Foster, however, said he was delayed the response, o,
PACIFICA — Cleanup of a spill through with that car, a 1970 Ford. PG&E “spokeswcrman _Susarine
of PCB-contaminated mineral oil
from a blown PG&E electrical trans-
former on Linda Mar Boulevard was The.21-year-old mechanic said if  week. Some of the yard sod at the.
nearly Complete today,’ iNnp’Iffirl tiwi nlim nna/an/i 1 /P ClinnA L Mt
claims adjustor'moving i
uponthe damage.........
. The oil showered dowh at 12:35 .iii .chrome;strips where,the PCB had m, ally added to the mineral ,pi| in'the
p.m. Tuesday after a 12,000rkilovolt ...y-penetrated,...V......com... X >' fc.; transformer,' Ms. Coffey said, but
transformer overheated and ex- - He hadbought the car recently | had gotten into the transfomfefWhen '
ploded with what a neighbor said was with the idea of fixing it up and re- 1 it was built when the mineral oil was
the sound of several large pieces of filing it, but that idea appears to.be ; added through pipes whichlalsg had
tireworks going Off at once. ! " - dead fitW,.he s, that he - been used to a8 PEB to-capdcitors.;
The polychlorinated biphenal, be- was expecting a
lieved to be highly toxic to humans, sometime this week to visit and make
got on the yard of the William Sug- ' an offer for the car. : v
rue Jr. home at 1559 Linda Mar, the I This incident would not have hap- ; of PCB apparatus is for its capaci

car of Stephen Foster, 1560 Linda pened at all had PG&E pe_rsonnel tors, small boxes about the sige pfan
Mar, and "tﬁé PRYERSHR: & TSW Tespsyigt menBihi {ieifst siey "adieiie S (i opee g,

V The Foster car still needed some “Foster, Stephen’s mother.'s Il ™~ —considered the best coolant,-*Ke ex- '
CRaning areund the Fubber Wivddm c CMWA/EBSier said she called PGRE ' plained,

seals, but otherwise the cleanup went ““Ifat 11:20 a.m; Tuesday when she saw The transformer is a lafgef,?barrel-
well, according to PG&E spokes- + smoke coming from the transformer,  shaped device used to transform the
woman Faith Kramer. "AVAVIFrAMVbut that no one showed up until  high voltage from the main line to
V Chemical analysis Wednesday aft- ;|f;12:35 p.m., just in’time to see it -flower voltages for household and
ernoon showed less than 50 parts of explode and spill the PCB. [ business use.

PCB per.million remaining in the Ms. Kramer said there had been |, These are supposed to hVve no:
contaminated area, a level consi- some trouble with radios in the field PCB at all in them, Ms. Coffeysaid. ;
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