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years since the first exposure to amphibole asbestos, 
suggesting that with lower exposures latency time 
increases.16 These data are still consistent with the 
hypothesis of Peto,17 relating risk to a linear effect of 
fiber type and dose to the risk of mesothelioma 
multiplied by time of first exposure to the exponent 
3-4. This lias obvious public health consequences, 
since it suggests that people who are now healthier 
than their predecessors and will live longer are at risk 
for MPM due to low-dose amphibole asbestos expo­
sure. These mesotheliomas would not have been 
seen in this older population if they had a shorter life 
span. How much of the increased incidence of 
mesothelioma in Europe18 is due to the improved 
health of the general population and consequently a 
longer life expectancy is unclear. Certain viral infec­
tions, such as SV40, may play an important role in 
the pathogenesis of mesotheliomias in the certain 
Western countries but not in Turkey.19 The role of 
genetic factors in susceptibility to mesotheliomia is 
an area of active research but is still unclear.20
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