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the Ministry of Health anil Welfare, wo have been informed that the
investigation of *poisoning” by chlorinated biphenyl is still underway
{ . with a review meeting scheduled for later this month.
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1 . .
% . Some ndditional information has been roceivod, Iz convorsations with
|

We have in hand, however, & copy of the report prepared by a modical
i group of i{yushu University who have actually done tho detail work on
) individual pationts as tho firet stage of the investigation. Of course,
1 this is in Japaneso, nnd we are having & translation made, but some
‘ 1 timo will elnpse. A bricf summary indicatas that 14,000 poople were
‘ .~ ., allegedly invelved and suffercd some kind of disturbance which was

‘ v attributed to the chlorinated biphenyl exposure. On screening, howover,
this was reduced to 600 who could be shown to have had exposurs., It
appears that the symptoms woro largoly short-term and may have
involved the skin more than Internal organe. The white corpuscles
count doublod from normal lovels In sorne inveetigations of the blood.
Our quick scanning of the medical report indicates ono case of *lver
malfunction' and one case of liver "swelling", but we cannot decide
whother this was the aame individual, The more informsd translation
mby permit a distinction, .

‘ At this timae, the Ministry of Health & nd Welfnre reports that it is not
piannocd to legally make chlorinated biphenyls a *'polsonous drug",
However, there will be somoe regulations imposed on equipment, Including
specification o materiale of construction and poriodic testing procedures.

I will poss along the translation when we have it for your detalled review,
1 azn quite pleased that the establiehing of chlorinated biphsayl as a
"poisonous drug" is not planned.
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