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Nom, .¿y-ASBESTOS' INFORMATION association!6C0 L Sl'ovl N W:f.n,r.yu-n D C  C0-.M6 ia>L»i XZ  -iiltlb /'

January 2, 1975

Mr. Shigeru Nishivama 
Dire;ctor, General Manager
Housing Architectural Materials Sub-Division 
Kubota, Ltd.
22 Funade-Cho, 2~Cho:me 
Naniwa-Ku, Osaka, Japan
Dear Mr. Nishiyama:
The Johns-Manville Corporation has asked me to reply to 
your question concerning interpretation of a portion of 
the Standard for Occupational Exposure to Asbestos as 
promulgated by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor.
I understand that your question relates specifically 
to Paragraph (2) Work Practices - (.i} Wet Methods, from 
the Federal Register, Page 11320, Volume 37, No. 110, 
dated Wednesday, June 7, 1972.
Tae main purpose of the "Wet Methods" portion of the 
standard was to control field handling and application 
of dusty asbestos-containing materials. An example would 
be the field mixing, of asbestos insulation cements, which 
if done dry, has a. high potential for generation of 
airborne fiber. .
The "Wet Methods" requirement has not been applied to dry 
process manufacturing operations such as asbestos-cement 
shingles, or to five shop and field fabrication of asbestos- 
containing sheet products.
I personally, within the last few years, have visited a 
number of shops that fabricate and cut asbestos-cement 
sheet products.. With but one exception, all shops were 
cutting and fabricating dry. Of course, the machine tools 
used in these operations were equipped with dust control’ 
systems designed to maintain the airborne fiber concentration 
in the workplace below the OS1IA maximum permissible level.



Mr. Shigeru Nishiyama 
Page 2
January 2, 1974

Please contact me directly at the address shov/n on 
the first page of this letter if you have further 
questions. .' Very truly yours, -

cl —
Edmund M. Fenhfir, Chai:anan ■ .
Standards & Technical Committee
EMF/emr• \ v  i * •. . • •*>, >- v  -I •. s - ' -i L- ~. r "
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Occupational Environmental Control Monthly Report - December 1.975 
Pzne 2

?.\s ce 11 sneousJim  Bart' was hired, by.the Eastern Areo Laboratory and s ta rte d  work' 12/1S/75The Manvi 17« Laboratory .c o v e t e d  the -field v,-rk o f  esr-estes fib e r  content m u.evt Jersey  a r fr ic a f  
c f the M«nviTVe Dunp.

fo r  the cr and in ompsris on study the a ir  do*« wind
This H beratory also  provided .the i n i t i a l  se t o f COJotvC by a l]  la bo ratories and used in our s t a t f
r.icrt-rsns f i l t e r  method. asbestos -samolss to- bes t ic a l  •'a n a ly sis  o f the.
Ire
f;:1'* .*■, c> G^trai^.rea Laboratory r.ade.a sowai^roe*^ 5!)rv?v at the Jackson •*«** V * > t  to .ch eck  o c c u p a tio n , vtry» Ch-lori.4  > v e f $ ¿eciirina f r 6p..use c f  ?VC resin  which cad excess tvs resid u al r h lo r i;js bjr.a.-x^.

Tĥ y did ocl&l begrouses. sapling at y-Aegen on winter»*** inspecting asbestos

'V* fn r ’ ral Area Laboratory ocrsonr.^l also ce-oVra-fo.* v <.V v,-, ,< pf,Vl C iior Tcrsonncl ;n observing andtkvh taring 'tb* ■r t f f S ^ r  fi" d 4 * ? ^ " * * «  « o r a t e d  n!, l?n0  a s p e c ia l e r * r o .* c yl fi? 105 5lant; at the s p e cia l recuest o f  the Mining*; '
To-? tprr ire« laboratory <~ade a special customer s«rvev 'at fifre*-sl -Ceramics'
Co-poratian in Los Angeles. .Tbr Cersdi?* Laboratory ad d itio n al sp ecie! s a i l i n g  o f  welders working on chrome s t e e l . *A rad iatio n  Questionnaire has bean e s s e n tia lly  completed by the Rocky Mountain Laboratory.
The Rocky Mountain laboratory 'developed a Gas Chromatic Analytical Procedure
for  cethy'l ethyl ketone.
They established a quality control program for metals analysis*.
They reported on the'latest sampling done by the silver membrane. method.Wcrd was received- th a t the A!.H® A ccred itatio n  Committee has' aporoved 'o»r ap p licatio n  fo r  laboratory a c c r e d ita tio n . The f-.lHA board o f  directors is . expected to give th e ir  preforms approval at which time we will be notified
formally.Denver perscnnel p a rtic ip a te d  1« en all <jav briefing session fo r  « raenfeers of 
Kubota ltd. .

,?w
...«■• -c: - 1 » •• « .‘CiU».



'r>ccupetione'i £nvi rorw?ntal Control 
Monthly Report - December 5SVS 
Page 3

They cctipTf'ys-sT- d i e t ribatier of a ll svBilab’ i- plant Raw Material Print Outs,

.1 attended the AC1GH meeting on Work 'Place Hazard Monitoring.

To executive bulletin covering rei ¡iterance rtouiruments for env*rorrnentel 
• control eotfipraent at plant and tvone locatitus v,as completed. end -published.
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Internal- Correspondence
fit?

To: p. Kotin, M. D Oiito: .January 12, 1976

from: E . M. Term er

Copies: File ■& C

Suiij.jct: MONTHLY, ACTIVITIES REPORT DECEMBER 19 75

1. AFP Seminar
/re part of the AP'D Seminar for the Friction Materials 
Standards. Institute, made a presentation on the OSIIA 
and EPA standards relating to the use of asbestos.

2 . Kubota, Ltd.
Participated in a discussion with representatives of 
Kubota, Ltd. on asbestos and health and government 

• regulations relating to the use of asbestos. These 
discussions were held at flanville plant and our 
Denver offices,

3• Asbestos Information Association/Morth America
As a member of a- four-man Ad Hoc Committee, met with 
representatives of Roy F. Weston, - Inc. , the AIA/'NA 
consultant, to discuss their preparation of the AIA/NA 
comments on the technical feasibility and economic 
.impact of the proposed revisions to the OSHA asbestos 
standard.

4. Toxicology Inquiries
Answered .31 written and 18 verbal .inquiries relating 
to the toxicology and use of Johns-Manville products.



Johns-Ma,nviile Corporation
Omt'imood PImmDenver, Colorado 00217.

Hoalth. Safoty * Environment Department
March 5, 1976

Shigeru Hattori
Assistant Manager of Personnel Dept. II 
Kubota, Ltd.
22, Funade-cho 2-chorne, ;
Naniv/a-ku> Osaka, Japan
Dear Mr. Mattori: :
Thank you very much for your letter of February 4, 1976.

We arc very pleased that we were able to help you with 
your concerns related to the potential health hazards 
of asbestos fiber.
We will keep you informed about future developments 
relating to asbestos fiber usage in the United States.

With best personal regards.
Very truly yours,

Edmund .M-* Fenner, Director 
Envi ronmen t a1 S e rvi ce s
E M F :jh

m m m
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O V b K A U , ITPMS ( p \ n l i c  fur/.. r d s  , e t c . )

1. Predictcd tondone i es in the future o i  As! h *s Loy Puckaqimj,C u rT i -n t  b o u s  {o í  p a p e r a  j u t e ,  une: p o J y p r o p y J .  o n ,  e t c . )  J u i v e  sonie | >j'oJ> U-iitü s u d i  a s  spi .  1 I i nqs  nnd d i s p e r s i o n s  o f  a s b e s t o s  f  i b e . r s  whon h a n d t i n q  a t  t h e  p o r t ,  t r u n s p o r t a i o n  by  I l io  v e l l i d o s  and o p e n i n q  b a q s .
Ì - Ì . bo you liavt’ any jjian to change tho p<1ckarjinq oí: asbestos

in the lut uro? I i yes, hnw and when?. b loase advise us the 
cnr ren i. situali ons o f other compuni es t han J-M.

1-2. Docs t u e  Lrunsferrinq of the said packaqeci asbestos
causo any procioni when go tiiroinjh the pub lie- roads and



J

2. In rcq^ni with tin' waste disposals of the asbestos products 
manufaotu t'e;;.

2-1. How do you treat asbestos fibers in order to prevent the
disposin') the-wastes? Do you pay any special considerations 
taking account of the characteristics of asbestos fibers? 
(product scraps, waste water used for cleaning of the 
production, equipment, dust of collecting machines, asbestos.

i Dajjs, etc.')

Do you have any problems pertaining to the treatment?

1 . .1

\ '•
1



M KUBGTH

Your countcrincasiirei! of handling of your products made of 
asbestos at the construction site (outside 'of the manufacturing 
plant). ' '

4-1 • the ways of cutting and processing works

•1-2. What kind of devices and tools do you use?

4-3. How"do you treat of the scraps when cutting and processing?



Ik t t ilf is
(1?£

We are advised of your law suit of about .190 cases and please 
enliqhten us of the derailed contents of them and some of 
the findings ol tin.* law suit.





ElKUlBIft
2. 'Asbestos Handling

2-1. D o •yon use Asbestos Bag Opening Machines? If yes,
v.'hut. structure and what performance? If no, what is 
your countermeasure against the asbestos fiber dust?

2 - 2 . W1k .i I i .*; your asbestos .storing system? If yon store
.discharged and drawn asbestos loose] please advise us 
the st rue:tin e; ol Storing Equipments, ami the ways of 
opening the bags.

?.- i. What i s your asbestos supplying systems? How • do you 
tram; I '.a the discharged .and drawn asbestos?' if they 
¿ire. t runs! erred other ways than screw-conveyers ,bucket- 
olavutors, belt-conveyers, please instruct your method 
in detail. How do you treat the discharged '/¿icant bags? 
Do you regenerate them?



®  KUBOTR

.'Cleaniny inside tlu? I d c i n t .
3-1. How <ui«.l how of tern clean the floors of the plant?

' J-l1. ■ How .and how. otton clean the ’mcich.iru.-s and e'jdi pinent?
• IJow is your cleaning especially of the high places 
(upper surface of silo within the plant or upper surface 
of col leetiny duct, etc.)?

3-i. How ami how o f t e n  clea iv the Uuil dings, namely, outside 
walls, i n s i d e  walls, upper surface of the beams and 
roofs involving the -surrounding areas of ventilators.



4

UKUBOfD

4'. Col looting and ProvenLiny of the Dust of the Equipment.. L . f
4- 1 . 'Which spots do you account us the l̂ aris i n*j ¡joints of

ashes ton fiber dust in your asbestos products manufacturing 
•equipment, for example, in coJorbestos colonial, wet sheets 
and A . C .  ¡;. production .equipments?

•.4-2. How and what do yon do against the dust arising at_the 
above mi ntioned .spots? xl*«* >'~j>

4-'5. What is your dust col led ing system and what dust collecting 
machine do you use? at the above mentioned spots?
What is you!' piping system of the dust collecting duct? 
Please explain us Idle ratio ot the dust collecting wind 
volume at l . i i e  above mentioned dust arising spots. ' . /  v

•V ,: •'<' - ■ y/Jf,/ '
'4-4 . Dust col lector o f  js.o i;; t: dust and what is your countermeasure 

against the clogging in the duct?

l l

m



KUBOTA

Opera t ion oí tlio lìqui ¡•monts

s-l. Mow do yon treni the mix tur of; contai ninq nubes to.u fibers, 
í ; til 1 in tim s t a t e  a r. the raw mu teri a 1s , el •* 11 out of .’the
product i on e q u  i p m e n t  ait the time of the stait and end of 
Uie opera 1; iion o'l the equi pments? . Wnere do you .store the- 
mixtures intended to be reqenerated?

C’- 2 . How do you t r e a t  the Wot-return arisin.q at the time of start a n d  trouble? ‘



M KUBOTR

. M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t l re e q u i p m e n t
(•-1 What d s youi o >un tern.easure aqainiit the: JisLostos fiber 

dust 'at Lite t i :uo of 111a i n t on an ce of the: equi pmont during t h e  noiniul ui'oiuLiun of the oquipment?

G - 2 .  What do you do at the time of ’troubles of the equipments?
I.’IkiL id your countermeasure ' against the asbestos fiber 
dust, i/s/eci.i I 1 y .at the spots of extremely much dust such 
spot:; a:; ins id. • of the mixers and inside of bucket elevators?



iKUBOIfl

Hi m ] t h .  Controls
] . How do you explain about tin: ofiecLs or in'Kiei'-ccs of asbestos 

fibers a<jainnt the health of the employees who usually handle 
ashes t os / ibt.-rsV (ir do you put infoimnlion Inil let in boards?

V  In i;ase the dui;t be clasihi f i.ed a:; genera l dusts, dusts containing
asbestos fibers, products and slags;, how do you explain respectiv« 
Uo you have any special materials to explain to the newly employe«

Vw-



How do the v/orhi ■ rs wi.o ususuliy l»;i?,d 1 o -.'isbbstos consider the 
efleets of usbcs lo:; uu,i i nst Uu* hen 1 Lh? Are there any di f i oi't-neies
of the consideiutjons oi it between Liu* worl'.'-rs o i the polluted 
spots unci other nonn.j] spots?



m KilBOTK

■i. Where do you pay | i .11 ii tteiit ions and how do you excutc 
health control, ti.t m».-1 y ; how ol toil do you execute: phviical 
chock - up? How iio you keep the records of * he |>hy*ic.il .check­
up result:;.-’ How -do you notice: tin.: physical cheek-up results 
to tlit: emp 1 ovi. e-s ? How do you make tin: worker.-;’ lists? 1)0 

W ” you execute t In.- lul low-ups to the letii'e-d emp) oyces?



KUBOTR

4. Wh ¿it do you indicai';* to your empioyuon t o p c y  thu . attention c 
•in regard with D u n  r health when working? Do you put the 
indication s i gns or i nú truction boards? •'
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Uu your physical c:h<h*).-uj>, |>recuution:; unci Indications differ 
according to' di f forence of the asbestos handlings, name l y , 
tlie direct handl j nqs of asbestos , hand 1 i.ng of semi-products 
in the producti on process and maintenance of machines at 
the time of troubles or normal,' operations? And do working 
uni forms or protection devices differ?
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ÉRÏIBOÏS
6. Docs the U.S. qovcriuent make quittance in royará w it h the 

problems of heal th p u rtaini nq to asbestos? Did J-M ever 
recoi ve tino quittance” in the past?



What  k i n d  o t  r o l l  d e e s  y o u r  c o r p o r a t e *  p h y s i c i a n  p l a y  

mat  t e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s *  h e a l t h  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a s b e s t o s ?
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M MSSBQTI
'J. Do. you have any snio.’.imj places or recess rooms or equipments 

inside the v;or): iiuj places in order to :>at'eyuard the employees' 
11 a a J 111 r

'w'

j



IO. Do you do in uny r>\> way to tlu.* oleanincj and cha^qinq
of the- working uniíorniíj?



i you have  
Ui pi cl nt;?

any oí *juni :<nti on's o f  s a n i t a r y  c o n t r o !  i n s i d e  
J s U n1 urcjcm i pa tir ai  c o n t r o l l e d  by an r e s p o n s i b l e

in V



•- ->VM • >»► ...>«M.V>^AV^ »# lW

B  KUBOIH

The Determination of the Atomospheric Concentration of Asbestos Fibers

1. Please show us various devices and equipments to collect 
the asbestos liber dust..



r l e a s e  e x p l a i n  us t h e  m e t h o d  hot; to c o u n t  o r  d e t e r m i n e  the 
nxd »* *s t n s  c o n c e n t  r.i t ion id’ the- c o l l e c t e d  s a m p l e s .

a )  U r 1 m e t h o d  t ' r i j s i :  o p t i c a l  m i c r o s c o p e .

b) t h e  III*.'thted lu use.’ X - R a y  d i t 1 i'ucl' i o n  .

In a d d i  t i o n , p l e a s e  s h o w  us t h e  m e a s u r e d  d a  te o b t a i  n e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t w o  w a y s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .



' ........’ .... m M H ira

3. Are the moasurin<j or determination of osbertos fiber dust 
done by the export:;? in case specific experts, are elected, 
from which department and position are they elected?



E1KIIB0TR
4 - Wc- think that the density of • ashes Lor; fiber dust fluctuate 

by workshops, In: i <jh from the flour, times of a day, days, 
and weeks. bo you have any records of the fluctuation?



What is your standard count of judgement to determine the 
count to be normal count or t;o require the some ¿ictions, 
when asbestos fiber dust density is rueaseured?



G.  As  we w i s h  t o  o b t j i n  t h e  c a l i b r a t i o n  standards t o r  c o u n t i n g  
a s b e s t o s ,  p l e a s e  i n s t r u c t  us  how t o  d o .

m -'kk&y 'Cl
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M KUBOTA

7. As the counting of asbestos fiber clast by optical-microscope 
differ much among the mcniun'i nq pcopi o , please* advise us the 
way how to educate the tecljni.es of the measuring people.



ÜKUBOin

8. Arc you or any other specific institute studying to find out 
more i mp i i. f i od 'method reqard’i. mj asbestos fiber .dust measuring. 
If yes, pi ease nt I v i se us the way.



P  KUBOTA

9 . Wo wish to •«.!{). sump l i.mj the dust usihq both your devices
and our devices broiujiil. irorn Japan and compare the results. 
'And' we v-isb .to observe your col looted sample piece through 
O]jt i ca J-mi cioscepe.





Wo would likt": t.o \n- qivon your moa.surinq data rocordiny



Internal Correspondence
To: A-C Pipe Pile Dato: July 17, 1980

G, F. Evans '(2-19)

jv Green. (2-18). B. Diemer (2-IB)

Su bisci:
I have recently had the occasion to determine who oiir 
competitors were in the asbestos pipe field particularly 
with regard to the west coast. The following information 
was obtained as a result of this investigation.
Currently, only Certanteed and Papco market asbestos pipe 
along with Johns-Mar.ville. However, until very recently, 
there were a number of other competitors primarily from 
abroad. Especially on the west coast, the pipe market 
included those manufactured by two Japanese firms known as 
Kubota and Nipponite. Vos International was the 
distributor for Kubota and, Groninger was the distributor 
for Nipponite. Additionally, pipe was marketed by 
Eternité of Belgium, Mexilet based out .of Chihuahua,
Mexico (and rumor has it it is owned by Certanteed) and 
Asbesfcoiet which was manufactured by Asbestos PiMexico, 
This latter companyf I believe, is partially owned by. 
Johns-Manville, however. Some of the Johns-Manville 
employees who are knowledgeable about the competition in 
the pipe field are, Edward. Spinzig, John Bogarc, Hal 
Olson, and Dick Anklin..
GFE:dms


