THE SOMERSET HOSPITAL
REHILL AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, N, J.

JuNE &, 19338

DRe ROBERT A. KEHOE

THE KETTERING LASORATORY

COLLEGE OF VEDICINE ) .
CINCINNATE 15, OHIO ol

Dear DR, KEHOEg

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER GF JUNE 2ND. | A¥ INDEED SORRY FOR THE

MIX UP.

TYr SLOOD SEMT TO YOU 15 FROM A PATIENT OF DR,., ARTHUR SULLIVAN OF
“rUND DROOKy A 1# MOMTH OLD CHILD WiTH MO COMPLAINTS, AND APRm RENTLY
NOT ILL, WHO HAD X=RAYS TAKEN FOR GENU VALGUS, THESE SHOWED EXTREMELY
SENSE EPIPHYSEAL LINES, WHICH WERE ALSO PRESENT IN OTHER EXTREMITIES,
THE RADIOLOGISTS SUGGESTED LEAD POISONING, 2LOOD SMEARS SHOWED A VERY
“1LD DEGREE OF GASOPHILIC STIPPLING, THERE 1§ NO HISTORY OF EYPOSURE
TO LEAD OR PICAg THE FATHER USED TO BE A GAS STATIOM ATTENDANT A FEY
UONTHS BSACK,

J7e SULLIVAN NREQUESTED US TO CONFIRY THE DIAGNCSIS, I Dib MNOT FEEL

THAT ANY LEAD DETERMINATION WE VWOULD 00 WOULD BE ACCURATE, AND CUGGESTED

A SEARCH THROUGH THE LOCAL IMNDUSTRIES FOR AM IGNITION SPECTROGRAPHER

WUHO I GHT FILp M, HE wAS REFERRED TO YOU, AWNp REGUECSTED THAT WL SEND YOU
A BLOGCD EAUVPLE,

JE o wiLL DE HAFPPY TO SEND YOU A SPECIMEN [N YOUR CONTAIMNERE, OUR spPECH
PRECAUTIONS

VAS TaKEM ¥SIMG THE ROUTINE TECHNMNIQUE FOR BLOGD SEROLOGY, uwiIT!
FOR LEAD FREE SYRINSES OR CONTAINERS.
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June 2, 1958

Dr. A.P. Gewanter

Pathologist ' :
The Somerset Hoanital .
Redhill Avenue

Somervilile, ¥.J.

Dear Doctor Gewanter:

I regret very much to have to tell you that I cannct

accept for analysis for lead any samples of blood that

have not been collected in our containers by methods which
we prescribe - unless of course, we can be sure that the
contvalners and the methceds of collesction are above reproach,
Quite apart from certain professional responsibilities and
policiss of this research Laboratory, which I shall not
belabor, the opportunitlies for the contamination of blood
by syringes, nsodles and varicus containers, are so numercus
as it make 1t gquite impossible to trust the analytical find-
ings unless the most meticulous care is taken in their collection,

3

It is unfortunate for your patient that you obbained and sent
sanples which have just arrived without getting in touch with

g

1y

me. I can't Imagine why anyone wno may have tcld you cf our
willingress to carry out analyses of this type, failed to in-
form you of this essential requirement. In any case, since
incorrect analytical results are worse than none, I shall hold
the samples until I hear from you further.

It is barely possible, of course, that the samples of blood

have nct been contaminated significantly with lead. If you will
give me a detalled account of the manner of their collection,

we might take a chance on them, and if their lead content 1s
found to be within the normal range no mistake will have been
made, If however, they were found to be high in lead, we should
have to obtain samples in our containers toc check their sig-
nificance, Thus it is inadvisable for us to do anything about
them at this time, and I advise you against having anyone less
scrupulous serve you in this matter,

If you wish, and if it is not too late to obtain samples, I

can . send the necessary contalners o rvou with the instructions
for their use, and with a report form on which to record certain
necessary ltems cf information. The proper Interpretation of
any rosult depends upon certain items of information, and in

the case of a child one wmust know at least the probable date of
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Dr, A.P. Gewanter -(2)~ June 2. 1958

the last perlod of exposure to lead (e.g. when the child
was ramoved from the potentially dangerous environment of
his, home), and the nature and durabtion (preclss dabes) of
anj%hﬁrapy that may have hesn given priocr to the collectilon

<Y

she sanples, :

of
If you ghould be in a nurry for resulis wire me to send the
containers, thereby saving some time,

"

Cordially yours,

Robert A. Rehoe, M. D.
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