CORDCO CHMEMICALS COMPAMY
¥CH PLANT DISCHARGE REPORTS

1. Reports of rellef discharges pursuant to 40 CFR, §61.65(a)1:

AMOUNT OF
DATE OF DISCMARGE DATE OF REPORT DISCHARGE
1973 glbs)
1. 10/03/79 10/11/79 1,534
1979 Subtotal = },524
1380 =
2. 07/16/8D0 07/22/80 4
3. 09/11/80 09/17/89 Mot known
4, 19/2&/80 10/31/80 2,505
. 19/26/89 10/31/30 1,380
1980 Subtotal = 4,494
6., 08/25/%1 08/30/31 77
7. 11/13/81 11/18/81 609
8. 11/13/21 11/18/81 ) 134

1981 Subtotal = 1,070

Total to Date

7,095+

1 Ye are aware of an additional discharge of 1,671 1bs VCM which

occurrad on 11/04/81, and was reportad to EPA's National Response Center,
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5.

6.

B. Provide a copy of all instructions given to employees since
January 19, 1977, regarding prevention of relief discharges of
YCHM,

C. Ident1fy and describe all actions taken since January 19, 1977,
to prevent relief discharges caused by operator error for each of
the following:

'(1) Failure to check block vs1ves and vent 1ines or equipment
bafore startup.

. (2) tmproper adjustments of pressure-contro11ing instrumentation .
on the vinyl column, .

-

D. If Conoco 1s aware of any equ1pment device and/or alternative proce-

dures that could be used to prevent the employee errors/inattentfon,
which have been fdentified, please describe each and state the :
reasons why they have not been {mplemented,

Please provide a dated copy of all documents or portions thereof
regarding (1) standard operating and maintenance (0 & M) procedures,
(2) testing and installation procedures and (3) training manuals -

{or other instructions) which have been employed at the VCM plant since
January 19, 1977, which relate to prevention of relief discharges of
VCM from equipment in VCH service.

For each discharge listed in Enclosure I as being caused, in whole or
in part by equipment malfunction or defect, please provide the foliowing
information:

A. Describe in detall the cause of the malfunction or defect which

. resulted in the VCM discharge.

B. Describe the applicable inspection and maintenance procedures for
the equipment that malfunctioned and identify the frequency of
inspection required by each procedure, If the actual inspection/
maintenance frequancy of the affected equipment is not consistent
with the required procedure, describe the inconsistency and explain
whye

Please provide the following {nformation specified for the following VCM
discharges listed {n Enclosure 1 under 40 CFR §61.65(a) by Report Humbers-
LR )
A. gz (July 16, 1980): Describe {n detafil, the cause for the
: greatar than ant1c1pated' 1nert gas concentratlon in the HCl1 column.

8. 45 (October 26, 1980): Describe, in deta11 the cause of the ;7
"emergency shutdown on a cracking furnace” which led to the
Quench Column overpressura and thus, the relief valve discharge.

" Studies and Other Alternatives Considered

92
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ENCIOSURE TIT

SYETCwonT M0 CLATVYS BF CONFINENTIALITY

1. Section 114{c) of the Clean Air Act T42 U.S5.C. 7414{c)] provides

that any recortds, rzports or information ohtained by the Environmental
Protection Agency under the authority of Section 114(a) shall be made
available to the puhlic. However, that section further provides that,
EYCEPT FNR EMISSION DATA, access to such records, reports or informaw

tion, or barticular part thereof, will be denfed to the public under the

- follawinag circumstances, If anv person makes @& showing satisfactory to

the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency that the records,
reparts or information, or any particular part thereof, would, if made
puhlic, divulae methods or processes entitled to protection as trade

secrets of such nerson, then the Enviromnmental Protection Agency (FPA) s
recuirad tn copsider such record, report or information, or particular

part thereof, 2s confidential ir accordance with the purposes ¢of 18 11,S5,0,
1995,  Mpyertheless, Sactinn 114{c) further provides that even though access
to the nublic 1s danied, such record, renart or information mav ke disclosed
to other officars, emnlovens, or authorized renresentatives of tha tnited
States concerned with carrving out the Claan &ir Act or when relevant in

any proceeding under the Clean Air Act.

2. Puhtic avallabilitv s also reauired by the Freadom of Information fct,
EH,S.00 BE2, That 2ct recuires public aveilability ganarally of 211
dncumants in the posszssion of the qovernoent, with certain verv narrov
excentions. One of these sxcentiors is for trade secrets and comercial or
financial information if they have heen ohtained fros a nersen ena if they are
privilened or confidential.

2, The reanlations under which EPA handles requests by the mihlic for
information and reacuests hy parsons for confidential treatment of inforuastion
are found in Part 2 nf Title 40 of the fedz of Federal Peaulations., Thess
raaguletinns were published in the Federal Register, paces 36807 to 36619, on
Sentemher 1, 1974, Subpart B of Part 2, becinning on pane 35806, specifically
addresses "Confidentiality af Rusiness Information,”

4, If you wish, you may assert a husiness confidentiality clairm covering
part or all of the records, reports, or information which you provide to
EPA, Such a claim of confidentiality should be made at the time the record,
renort, or information is provided to EPA, If no claim has been made when
the material 1s received by FPA, the records, reports or information may be
made avatlahle to the puhlic without further notice to you. If you do make
a claim of confidentiality when providina the material to EPA, the records,
reports or information covered by the clatm will not be disclosed to the
nublic, excent to the extent and hy means of the nrocedures set forth in
Suhpart B of Part 2 of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations,

5. You should aive clear HOTICE at the time vou provide the materiz] --
{2} That you clain confidentiality and
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ENCLOSURE 11

Conoco Chemicals Company shall submit to EPA, Region 6 the following informa-
tion and documentation regarcding its VCM production facilities located at
Westlake, Louisiana pursuant to the authority of Section 114 and subject to
the sanctions of Section 113 of the Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7413
and 7414},

1.

N

Please provide a VTist of all relief discharges of VCM which occurred at

the VCM plant and which have not been identified in Enclosure I, subsequent
to January 19, 1977 and through the date of this letter. The list should
include the following information for each discharge, including the V(M
discharge of 1,671 pounds on MNovember 4, 1981, which was reported to

EPA's Mational Response Center:

A. Identification of the source and relief device(s), which includes
the known or estimated concentration of VCM (by weight or volume
percent) in the affected equipment at the time of the discharge.

B. Description of the nature and cause of the discharae.
C. Date and time (start/finish) of the discharge.

N, A statement confirming whether or net the affected eauipment was
in V¥ service at the time of the discharge, which is based on past
and/or current service history and, if possible, supplemented by
copy of apnlticahle VC concentration analyses.

E. Approximate total quantity of VCM discharged in pounds and jdentify
method used in determining the amnunt of VCM discharged.

F. Explain why the discharge was not reported to EPA under the
requirements of 40 CFR, §61.65(a}.

Please provide the information requested by Questions 1-A and 1-D and
the following informaticn only for each realief discharge of VCM listed
in Enclosure I, which has been identified under 40 CFR, §81.65(a).
Information recuired in the following, which has alreadv heen submitted,
nzad only be referaenced and not resubmitted.

A. A copy of th= ca1cu1atioﬁs, vhich estimate the total quantity of
VC* discharge, in sufficient detail to assess the validity of such
calcytations. "

B. A detailed description of all relevant corrective steps taken
before and during each discharge to prevent and/or minimize the
retease of VCKM to the atmosphere including, but not Timited to,
such steps as rerouting VCM emission vents to a collection vessel
or incinerator, '

C. Describe all measures taken to prevent a future occurrence of each
discharge including, but not Timited to, corrective measures
regarding equipment changes, changes in operatina and maintenance
procedures, operator training and discipiinary actions, State the
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3.

E.

G

dates when each action was {nftiated and completad. UYhere fnforma-
tion on the corrective measures has not been submitted to date,
explain why this information has not been provided to EPA zs
required by 40 CFR, §61.,10(c).

Provide a copy of all documents relating to each discharge., This
should fnclude all related portions of reports regarding each
discharge incident including, but not limited to:

{1) VCH Teak detection data and dafly plant logs (e.g. affected
procass operating logs and general plant and shift foreman
lags). .

(2) the temperature and pressure parameters of the affected
equiprent .

For each discharge; state whether Conoco believes it was or was
not preventable and !  iude the basis for that position,

Identify and describe any seviatioas from the existing standard
operating and maintenance procedures, and explain the reasons for
cach deviations.

Describe external condittons concerning such 1tems as weather,
utility supplies and other process upsets requiring attention
durtng each discharge.

Additional information is needed for each relief discharge of VCM in
Enclosure I which has been identified as being caused, in whole or in
part, by employee, operator or maintenance error,

Ae

Please provide the following 1nformation for each discharge:

(1) Provide a complete descrintion for 2ach instance of eunployee
error/inattention,

{2) 1dentify each employee by code name or number and position
-3 actions contributed to the discharge.
) N _
(3) Pate and total time worked on the day of the discharge and on
erach of the 7 days prior to the discharge for each subjact
employee identified.

{4) Briefly identify all duties for which each subjact empioyee
was responsible at the time of each discharge.

(5) Describe the history of each subject employee's training 1n
routine and in emergency procedures to prevent VCH discharges,
Include dates and subject matter of such training.

(6} A copy of personnel records relating to all disciplinary
actfons and job performance evaluations since January 19,
1977, for each subject employee identified, Note that the
employee’s privacy should be maintained by substituting a
code name or number for the employee‘'s name,
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Instructions for Responding to Enclosure II~

For purposes of responding to Enclosure II, the following 1ns£ruct1ons
apply:

1,

2.

3.

tach copy of the documents submitted should be dated and should
he marked or labeled with reference to the number and subsection
of the guestion in response to which {t 1s submitted,

In responding to questions that Conoco Chemicals Company identify
a person, the answer should include: ,

A. The name and business address 1f the "person™ is a company or
other business or govermmental agency, and

B, a code name or number selacted by Conoco Chemicals Company
and the functional position and business address if the “person
is an {ndividual,

In providing an answer to those questions requiring information
for more than one discharge, please indicate clearly to which
discharge you are raferring,

In responding to “EncibBeura II, the followfng definitions apply:

1.

3.
4.

6.

7

"Document™ means all writings, whether printed, recorded or
reproduced by any mechanical process, or written or produced

by hand, including: studies, logs, reports, correspendence,
memoranda, graphs, records of meetings and conferences, opinions
or reports by consultants, photographs, and sumwmaries or records
of personal and telephone conversations,

“Conoco®” means Conoco Chenicals Company and any office or braach
thereof, any subsidiary and holding company, and any person
empioyed by or under contract (or any other agreement) to Conoco
Chemicals Company.

“VCH' means vinyl chloride monomer.,

"The VCH plant” means the vinyl chloride monomer'productinn
and railcar/ship loadirc facilities owned and/or operated by
Conoco Chemicals Company at ‘estlake, Loufisfana.

N s _
“Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, association,
corporation or other business or govermmental entity.

"Emergency relief discharge{s) of VCHM" has the same meanfng
as defined 1n 40 CFR, §61,65(a).

“Relief discharge of VCH" means any discharge of VCM to the
atinosphere from equipment in vinyl chioride service that occurs:

(1) wunintentionally for any reason other than minor leaks or
(2) 1n any manner which {s designed or fntended to

relieve, reduce or prevent pressure that is considered
to be excessive within the equipment,
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