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He sald the other concern involves the establishment of a satisfactory compliance
program to insure that proper enforcement of the FDA established standards is
carried out.

Desmond contended that FDA does not have enough manpower to police a standard

for use of poultry waste, and she argued that the program should not be left to
the States to enforce,

At the meeting, FDA previewed for the consumers the new film, "Read the Label,

Set a Better Table, " starring Dick Van Dyke, which {s being used to promote nutri-
tion labeling use, and a TV spot featuring Pearl Bafley (See FOOD CHEMICAL NEWS,
june 3, Page 36}.

Waynes Pines, of FDA's Consumer Education Office, reporfed that ITT Continental
has announced it will use the "Read the lLabel, Set a Better Table" slogan on

" Wonder Bread.

James Turner, attomey with the Washington law firm of Swankin, Turner & Koch,
asked whether use of the slogan on a food package would trigger nutrltlon labeling
requlremems.

FDA-ers at the meeting Were not sure, but there was a general consensus that it
would not,

oo ® .
/-A IS DEVELOPING METHODS TO DETECT DIOXINS IN FOOD \\

[

The Food and Drug Administration has begun the development of analytical methods
sensitive enough: to detect a wide variety of chlorinated dibenzo-p~dioxins in dif-
ferent types of foods.

In material submitted to Chairman Whitten's {D-Miss.) subcommittee on Agriculture ~=
Environmental and Consumer Protection Appropriations (See FOOD CHEMICAL NEWS,
Jjune 10, Page 30), FDA noted that the dioxins, which are regarded as "highly toxic,"
have been identified in chlorophenols in products from chlorophenols and in certain
foods and feeds. T ’

Earlier this year, FDA detected residues of pentachlorophenols (PCP) In some food
products as a result of migration from wrappings and other containers (See FOOD

In the background Information sent to Whltten, FDA noted lt has toxlcologlcal studies
L ameans §~———— — T ——
under way on the dioxins. K

o

leenzofuran Toxicolo Methodology Work Is Bequn by T

The agency also reported that chlorinated dibenzofurans were found in one foreign
commercial polychlorinated biphenyl product, noting that the chlorinated dibenzo-

«furans are generally more toxic than PCBs. T ——
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Examination of domestic and foreign PCBs for dibenzofurans began in 1974 and will
continue in 1975, if necessary, FDA sald, noting that both toxicological studies
and analytical methodology work has begun on the substances.

T8
FDA said it had also detected hexachlorobutadiene, a toxic by-product in the
manufacture of perchloroethylene, In some fish in 1973, and a limited field survey

~ was begun to determine the level of contamination of hexachlorobutadiene in fish

and other foods grown near Industrial plants producing the toxic substance,

FDA said it will continue participating in the establishment of policy statements
issued by the Environmental Protection Agency for use of sludge and effluents on
food, forage and feed crops.

The report to the Committee indicated that FDA will be establishing guideline levels
for cadmium in foods, but first the agency must determine the interaction of zinc
with cadmium through more thorough long-term tests.

In another new area of work, FDA sald deve f analyt 111
be started to detect phosphate esters in a v ty of staple foods, pointing out

that current information indicates that these esters have replaced PCBs (n some
hydraulic fluid applications. NoIINg tHAL PCHBS have contaminated iish, I'DA said

the phosphate esters "may have a similar effect.”

Work continues on lead problems, FDA pointed out, noting that new studies will
be undertaken to determine whether lead levels in {nfants®' blood during the first
year of life are primarily a reflection of the matermnal blood level or are more a re-
flection of environmental lead exposure, which includes lead ingested from food.

FDA is also Investigating diets of young children from high risk soclo-economic
and cultural groups to determine whether there 18 a relationship between levels
of lead In diets of children and levels of lead in blood, the background support
material pointed out, adding that attention has been directed to {tems that older
infants eat, such as canned juices and vegetables. ~

" Noting that there have been indications of a lead prdbiem in some of these products,

FDA predicted that guidelines will be proposed where appropriate. Industry is also
improving. technology to decrease the lead content inboth infant and adult canned
oods, the agency added.

| FDA said it'is sponsoring jolintly with the National Science Foundation studies in

Irag on the effects of pre- and post-natal exposure to mercury, pointing out that
Iraqi poisonings, resulting from misuse of mercury-treated wheat, support the

]4teraction of Mercu DDT and PCBs to be Studled b A

toxicological basis for FDA's guideline of 0.5 p.p.m. of vv{ln fish.

However, FDA emphasized that there are still doubts about the effects of chronic
exposure to low levels of methyl mercury, including effects that cannot be mea-
sured, such as neuronal loss,

MONS 201576



Page 6
June 17, 1974 , FOOD CHEMICAL NEWS

During 1974, the materials sald. FDA will also begin an epidemiological study
of the interaction of DDT, mercury and PCBs to determine what happens to the
overall toxicity of these compounds when found together In fish.

Work 1s also continuing on PCBs alone, FDA said, noting that In order to assess

/| the hazards of PCBs in fish, the agency (s determining the amount of PCBs ingested
from fish by a selected exposed population and the possible correlation between the
level (n the subjects' blood and the amount of fish ingested. Another study is
being sponsored to determine the consumption of cadmium, selenium and zinc

humans from shellfish,

FDA 18 alsocontinuing work on the hazards of PCBs {n animal tests, using rats,

\ sheep and swine. :
In the area of new methodology, FDA said a method has been developed for the

simultaneous determination of lead, cadmium and zinc In some foods with a range
of sensitivity from 0.02 to 0.5 p.p.m.

Promising results were also obtained from another multi-element method for deter~
7mlnmg arsenic, mercury’ and selenium, with a sensitivity of 0.005 p.p.m. for
mercury and 0.05 p.p.m. for arsenic and selenium, the agency reported.
FDA said it has awarded a contract to Iowa State University to develop a method
which can s{multaneously measure micro amounts of about 15 metals in food.
The agency noted that it is continuing the monitoring of pesticides both in the
Total Diet Program and in others covering both domestic and Imported foods. The
agency noted declines of BHC levels in Europeanclieeses as a result of monitoring
effects, and said new programs have been established to deal with endrin and
endosulfan résidues in strawberries and Monitor-4 residues in peppers coming
to the U. S, from Mexico.

~

New Elemaents A to T jet a

In the Total Diet Program, FDA said it will measure levels of antimony, chromfum,
tin, copper, beryllium, germanium and thalllum to-determine whether they may
be exﬂm.

In an Gf;date on the review of “generally recognized as safe" substances, FDA
said the evaluation will have covered substantially all of the non-flavor sub-
|stances on the published GRAS list by the end of 1975.

CORRECTION: FOOD CHEMICAL NEWS (n the June 20 l1ssue on Page 20 er-

ronecusly reported that the first contract with the Flavor and Extract Manufacturers
Assoclation for "sclentific literature reviews"” of 276 flavors amounted to $500,000,
The figure should have been $250,000.

In other materials submitted to Whitten, FDA confirmed that it had abandoned
the {dea of using consumers in the reviows conducted by the Federation of American
Sc=inties for Experimental Blology, noting that it was determined that a public
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