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It 13 still too early to write the history of the Sherwin-
Williams Organization nor is it desirable that {t should be written at
this time, for history is the story of the past and our greatness lies
in the future,

Our achievements during the past eighty-three years are tut
the foundation, on which samoday may be built an edifice, far greater
than could have been imagined by the fow far sighted men who made it
possible for those of us prosent, and the many more to succeed us, to
have such a promising stake in the future,

The purpose of the soction following is not to boast, or
give the imprassion that we are invincible, for there ere problems
facing us to-day and perhaps graater on2s in tho to-morrows which will
have to be met, The solution of thase problems will call for the best
in each of us and supply the opportunities for success, and the satis-
faction that comes only when obstoclcs aro avercomo.

It is thorafors thy risponsibility of you, the builders,
ta study the foundation which has beon well and wisely laid and then
apply vourself to the complation of the supor structuro and make it
worthy of those in tho past who did thoir share so magnificontly,

To you, th» dramatic opisodes in tho livis of Mossrs,
Sherwin, Willioms, Martin, Fallis and Cottingham, may appaar berond
your rcach, but thay would bo the first to tell you that a hunblo
baginning 1s tho shortost route to happiniss and succass,

Whon the day arrivas to writo tha history of thc Sherwine
Williams organization your namo can taks a place of honour providing
you aro willing to carry your shars of the burdan »f roaponsibility
of this oxpanding, aggr2ssivs, and efficient orgrnization that proudly
bonrs tha title of The Shorwin-i!illiams Company of Conada Ltd, and
whose amblem, tha Cavarethe-Earth trode nark is knowm end sc well

rogarded throughout the world. \
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In the year 1866 when Hoenry Aldon Shorwin, at tho age of
tylnnty-fourkleft ths wholosnlo grocery business, to becomo the founder
of the prisont paint industry, starting under the nano of Dunham nnd
Company, few of the things which we consider nacessitizs wers aveilablo,
To 1ist a fow: Thors was no through railrsad to tho Prcific Const, no
Suwoz Cannl, no Panama Cannl, no telophonas, no dynamos, no electric
lights, no storago battorioss, no alactric reilwnys, no wircloss
t2legrzphs, no typewriters, no airships or automobilos,

Friting in 1916 in commomoration of thz Company's Golden
Jubilos Mr,Shorwin said,

*In July, 1856 I quits unoxpoctedly droppod inta the paint busincss,
It socoms to hava bon ond of thnso opportunitias that come to men
onrly in life, nnd I aa froo to say I did not realizo what it would
lond to, I only saizod it at tho tine as cns of throo business
offars, and this oni was at tho timo tha loast romunerative of tho
thrao, but it was tho one which in ny ynuthful strength and rnbition
gavo promise of a future greater than the cthors, I was willing to
tackle ths hardast job znd I hnwe naver regrattad rmy choico,

I now considor it was fortunata that I had almost no capital,
It consistod principally in health, ambition and a fow yaars of such
oxporiuncoe as many bays who muat work thair own way in tho world,

Tha history of propared paint as a markotable nrticle is
almost contanporary with the argunization of our Company, It wos
about the year 1866 when Mr,D,R. Aworill, of Nowburgh (long since a
busy part of Clovoland), "invented" a liquid paint which did not
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THE SHERTIN-WILLIAMS COMPANY'S 83 YTARS OF PROGRESS (cont'd). ces2

sattle in the package, To nccomplish this he made use of a form-
ula which simply could not produce a reputabls paint, Averill
thought he had made a great discovery and that a fortuns was in
his grasp. He certainly was a pionzar in a great inzustry, but
his line of procedure was not wisely chosan, so he, and those -
assoclated with him, never quite realized their ambition, His hope
was to monopolize the business through his patents - scnething that
any sane paint chemist lmows cannot ba done,

"Though I had no confidence in .\verill's undertaking, I was
on frier;dly terms with hir, and one day he invited ne, with two
other men, out to hig little factory to witness his process, in
order that he night be preparad for legal fights ovar the patents,
And 1ittle as I knew then about making paint, after scaing what
materials he used, I cmse away content to vigorously oppose "Patent"
paint, as all liquid paint was cnllad for many years, Averill soon
hnd many imitators, who unfortunntaly £or those who cana aftor,
initated hin ton closely, Thus thars came to b2 a woll-founded
projudice agninst prapared paints, But the wny had beon oponed to
£11) a long felt want, and gradunlly the lrnrgor and older nanufacte
urars bogan te turn thoir attention to th: production of paints in
Jiquid form and of raputabla quality.

Wiith this handieap of prejudico and failure beforo us, we
gave up ~ur opposition to proparnd paints, snd put all of our
encrgy into sxporimants to s23 Af w2 could make a reelly good paint
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. §n liquid form. I mcod not tell you the results, Sherwin-Nilliams
Paint was put on the market as the best paint that had ever been
wade, This claim has had abundant proof for over a third of a
century, and to-day Sherwin-Williams Paint ia tho widest known,
the bost liked, and by far the most largely distributed of any in
the world.

"Various experiments and finhl success in manufacturing
fine colors resulted'in this Company developing two things: First,

the invention of e type-of mill so much superier to any others
known that we have not been able to make more than minor improves
ments in them since. Second, the beginning and development of a
styls of advertising that has made cur nams widely and favorably
known throughout the world, .

"There have ‘been oxtensive and varied developments in our
business, such as our manufacture of products particularly adapted
to- railroed- uses, mamfacture of carriages, automobiles, ete,

PThere has always been a disposition with our Company to get
domn to first principles, to secure the best equipnent, both mental
and zechanical, and to insurs the use of the best raw materisls, we
have bascome producers of most of the staples that entsr into our
products, owning and operating lead and zinc minas, smelters, a
corroding plant, linsead oil works, chemical color works, depart-
wents .for the nmanufacture of containers, printing and publishing,
etc,, most of these possessing some unique and improved methods,
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ROGRESS (cont'd), ceed

All of thess have grown up by the able and untiring efforts of our
own peopls, and all without combinations in restraint of trade,
Thus one can eagily ses how this Company has become a world leader
in its line of business, We live in the days of large affairs,
and while principles never change, methods do, and great opportun-
ities open to those who have the ability to ses and grasp them,®

In 1869 ifr,A.T. Osborn was edmitted as a vartrer and a

Linseed 0il Mill was built in Cleveland. This brought about a change,
Mr.Truman Dunham and Mr,G.V. Griswold, original partners of Mr,Sherwin,
became incrrasingly interested in ths Linseed Oil Business leaving the
burden of the -aint business in the hands of lr.Sherwin, Ais a result
Mr.Sherwin asked for the company to bs divided, He and r,Osborn to
continue in the paint business, and the other two partners to take over
ths menufacture of Linseed 0il, This arrangement was agrsad upon and

the partnership was dissolved in 1870,
Hr.2.P. Williams joined lr Sharwin and !fr Osborn in tha

new partnership each investing 315,000, In tha same year Mr.Sereno P,
" Penn was engaged as cashier and book=ksaper and in later years became

Vice-FProsident.
The idea of expansion was ever with tho partners and every

opportunity was takon to incrsase the size and holdings of thes company,
providing it did not impair the quality of the goods they sold, their
working capital, or work to tho disadvantage of their employaes,
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THZ SHERWIN-JILLIMS COiPANY'S 83 YEARS OF FROGRESS (contld), ves5

It 1s a striking coincidence that in 1866, the year Mr.
Sherwin venturad into thz paiht bdsiﬁess in Cle‘veland, Walter H.
Cottingham was born in Omomee, Ontario, Like !ir,Sherwin, Walter H,
Cottingham commonced his businass career early in life, At the age of
fifteen he obtaincd employment as a clerk in a retail hardware st&re
in Petorboro, Canada, Ons year later ha made his way to Montreal to
work in tha hardware and paint store of James H, Douglas, Whils
engagod in this trade, ho sonsed the unlimitad possibilities of tha
paint businass,

The first step in the birth of the Sherwin-Villiams Company
of Canada came about when in 1337 Mr.Cottingham set up his own firm at
56 St,Peter Streest, He purchased a formula for Gold Paint for twenty-
five dollars and besides manufacturing this pailnt he acted as an ageat
for many British paint companies, The vélume of his business was small
- at first, but consistant high quality of goods was maintained and he
soon became the sole jobber of pood gquality paints in Canada,

In 1891 he formed his own company and in 1892 the alter
H, Cottingham Co, became Canadian agents for the Sherwin-9illiams
Conmpany of Cleveland, vhich was then in its twenty-sixth yoar, Then
vriting about this years later, Mr,Cottinghom said,

"1 =hall never forget the inspiration and enthusiasm I felt when

I first came in contact with the Sherwin-\Villiams Company and

the man who were managing it, The confidonce I felt for the
future was dus to my faith in the splendid principles and the
sound and aggressive mathods on which tho businoss was conducted®,

By this time tho Shorwin-'7illiams Company had grown out of
the emall paint stora that had bazn opened in 1866 by Mr,Sherwia to a
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| THE SHERWIN-TILLIAMS COMPANY'S 33 YEARS OF PROGRESS (cont'd).  ...6

transcontinental concern with branches and affilintes in Boston, New York,

Chicago, San Diego and Montreal, Cuannda,
Mr.Cottingham quickly appreciatad the fact that the acceptance

' by the Amsrican people of Sherwin-'7i1lliams Products could be duplicated

by Canadian Paint Sales, However, a high import duty on American paints
made the purchase priée of Sherwin-Willfams tao high to compete with the
poorer quality and cheaper Canadian paints then being produced, On the
advice of Robert Johnson one of his star salesmen, Mr.Cottingham
approached Mr,Shorwin to make arrangsments for the manufacture of
Sherwin-ifilliams Pzints in Can’da, At th: seme time he conferred with
the Pratt end Lambert Company of Buffalo to obtain the rights %o
manufacture their varnish,

In 1894 the W~lter H. Cottingham Company was organized to
manufacture Shurwin-Willinms Faints, Prnatt and Lambart Varnishes wore
to be made by the Cottingham Varnish Company,

The paint plant was establishad in a small building at
21 St.Antoine St., and mchine}y and equipment mnde in Cleveland were
ingtalled. Mr.E,M, Williams, son of the co-foundor of the Shorwin=-
Williams Company, came to Montraeal as superintandant, bringing with
him W.R. Sieplein, B.S. lutas, W, Farmer &nd C, Bolmont to organize
the factory persongel. Th> original stonec mills of the company
consisted of three 30 inch Shorwin-Williams liquid paint mills and
six 21 inch Jopan Colour and Enamnl mills, The varnish plant opensd
at the =ame time on St,Patrick St., was under the supervision of ;‘lr.
Hops and was cequipped with four coke fires and six 250 gallon copper
kettles on trucks, The company had an efficisnt and industrious sales

force at this time, having among their ranks Robort Johnson;
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THE SHERWIN-TILLIAMS COMPANY'S 83 YEARS OF PROGRESS (cont'd), eee?

C.C. Ballantyne; F,C. Donnison; R,C. Misson; Joo Lacosse and R, Vincent,

The new companies were cfficiently operated and benefitad
enormcusly vby the ability and efficiency of the American parsonnel,
Apencies were opened up all ovér Ccﬂnda and mar}y nci aélling udnd advertis-
ing methods were introduced by the two companios, However, the business
lost $130,000, during its first year of oporations duo to the fact that
the many naw products had not yet won public acceptance and many people
doubted that paints produced under the Cottingham name werd genuine
Sherwin-Williams or Pratt and Lambert products, It was decided that a
re-organization of tho Cottingham companics under the Shorwin-¥illiams
name would bolster public conf:l;dance in the manufactured products,
The final morger came about in January 1897 whon the Walter H,
Cottingham Co, nnd tho Cottingham VYarnish Company werc transforred to
the Sherwin-Tilliams Co, Mr.Cottinghm snj.:l of this mova "I ~ount it
thz wiscst decision I ever mhda". Both parties wers to bonofit, A new
and expanding markat hnrd basn opened for tho Amcrlenn Company rnd the
Canadian division now had benafit of American resoarch and tha wall
eceapted Shorwin=Willians name,
Growth and Expausions

In 1897 the plants ~nd officos of the Shor_wl.n-ﬂillia.ms
Compnm"s.Cnm\dian division rora situntad at the corner of St,Antoine
nnd St.Gonevieve Streets in Montraal. In rddition to those was the
Vernish Plant which was locatad on St.Patrick Street, Thase wcro the
origintl Empire of the Canadian Diviaion, .

In 1898 Mr.W,H, Cottingham was appolnted General Manager
of the Shorwin-'7illisms Company and left to take'hﬁ ‘residence in
Cleveland, 1fr.C.C. Ballantyna succecded him as Ganeral Manager of the
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TH? SHERWIN-TILLIAMS COMPANY'S 83 YEARS OF PROGRESS (cont'd), ...8

. Canadian business, In the same year a branch was established in Toronto
and in 1902 the Western branch was established ai Winnipeg, Man,

Under the superviasion of Mr,Ballantyne the construction of
new offices, warehouss and plant was commanced in 1903 on property at
Atwater and Centrs Street, which had been purchased a year earlier, In
1504 the plant was in operation,

This was followsd in 1906 by the ersction of elevators and
installation of equipment to crush flax and process linseed oil and
other by-products.

By 1911 the Company had grown in staturs a.nd importance and
, it was decided to incorporate under the name of The Sherwin-7illiams
Company ot Canada Limited, Accordingly tha Canadian Properties, The
lewis Berger & Sons Limited, of London, England, and The Canada Paint
Company which had been one of Sherwin-'/illiams strongesf rivals, were
merpged. Later an interest in the Carter “hito lead Compaw WS pur=
chased,

This merger linked the young company with the early

history of Canada,
Barly in tho sovonteenth contury limonit:z iron ore had been

discovered in Quebec in the Sb.Hnlo Rangs, Just how limonits ore becams
knovm for its pigments value is not quite claar, Parhaps the early
Fronch sottlers in clearing tho land for cultivation burned slash on
exposuras of the ora thereby cHlecining the surface ore and the resultant
bright red color was notad,

In 1887 the Canada Paint Company had erected a plant in the
district which is now known as Red Mill, The procass adopted in the
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TH- SHERJIN-WILLIAMS COiPANY'S 83 YT\RS CF PROGRESS (eont'd), K

first plant was of a very crude nature as littls was known of the coclor
making technlque; yet thi unusual purity of rcd oxide and its bright

shades opsnad up & ready market for the ocutput.

Production has boan continuous ever sinca, and many important

davolopmonts in process and improvements have taksn place and to-day the
market for finished colors axtonds to many foroign couutriés. .

It is said that the rapid growth in Canada's industry has
bexn the result of the two groaat wars. In 1914 threo ynars artai‘ the
Sherwin-'{lliams Company hai bzan 1ncofporn‘bed, Cznada slong with the
othar members of the Co'mnonwsalth declarod war on Garmany, The young
company faced and overcame the problems with which it was confronted,
Many of tho company's employces respondad to tha call and gerved with
distinction. Those who wor2 1:ft vith the tfxsk of producing matorials,
roquired by the sarvices, also ara to be praised, for they hﬁd to pro-
duce under conditions that were extromely difficult, Experioenced holp
was unobtainable, raw materials and tochnical equipment was in short
supply ond tho incrcascd domand for now typas of finishas and standard
products would have taxad the facilitias of tha company under normal
conditions,

To maat thiss conditions the Martin-Sanonr Company was
brougnt into the organization in 1916, The Mxrtin-Sanour Company
broucht with them plents and much niaded squipmont and hava contributed
much to the success of tho organization,

Since then tho nam.s of the "innipog Faint and Glass
Company, Linttad and Lows Bros, Coupary Limited have beon added to tho
organizetion, Tho Lows Dros. Company's stock was transforred to the
Shorwin-Williams Company of Canada Limited in 1944 by the imsrican
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THE SHERWIN-TILLIAMS COMPANY'S 83 YZARS OF PROGRESS (cont'd). .o l0

Compeny, who had held tho controlling intersst since 1929,

In the sarly days of the Company there was a raluctance
on the part of tir.Sherwin and Mr.'Williams, to merge with larger corp=
orations out of consideration for employees who had served the compafw.
fhen it came time for Sherwin-Williams to absord other companies this
tas not forgottsn and the staffs were retained, and msny who were in
Junior positions at the time have since besn promoted to positions of
greater importance and responsibility due to the mors numerous
opportunities for advancement in the larger organization.

Each subsidiary of the Company operates independantly of
the other in matters of advertising and salss policies., They have
theilr own trade-mark, labels and hrand of product:s. This has engendor=-
ed s friandly rivalry, which works to the advantage of all,

The development and merchandising of Xem-Tone, Kem-Clo,
the Green Cross Products and LineX Home Brightoners roquirad a much
larger advertising budget than would have been possible if the units
of tha organization had sold it undor their individual unit brands,

It was thorefore decided that these products would b: advertised and
dl strivutad undor an institutional label,

The wisdom of this policy has buon provod by tho oxcept-
ional salag rocords that ecach line has made and the fact that the sales
of the unit brands incroasod rathar than dacreasod as some anticipatod

when tho policy was first anncunced.
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Let us now review a faw of ths Organization's .".;:hievementss

Since 1866 Campany's holdings have increased from one small
store in Clsveland to over 12 Companies with plants, warehouses, offices,
branches, dgalsrs, and representatives in almost all countries of the
world,

Capital invested in the company has increased from 345,000
to over $75,000,000,

Humber of Exployees have increased from 12 in 1870 to over
14,000, Of these over 50 have completed 50 years of service and over
2000 have served 25 years or longer. It is estimated that the company
is guided bty approximately 40,000 ysars of practical experience,

In 1873 the total output of the company was 450,000 pounds
of oil paste paint. ~ Now it is over a dillion pounds annually,

This is made up of:

Pz2int finishes for Homa Ovmers, Painters, Fnu-
facturers, Transportation Companies, Commercial and Social
Institutions, Municipal, Provincial and Faderal Governments
etc, In addition the company distributes a complete line
of home brighteners, agricultural chamicals, primary and
intermediate chemicals such as white Lead, Linswed 011,

Dry Colors, ate, for many industries,

The Sharwin-\i1lllams Company
Is tha leading manufacturor of paint products in the Vorld
the leading distributors of Insscticides in Canada o
the larpest producer of Linsaezd 011 and 01l Cake

0007-SWP-047835

4-—'-

0007-SWP-000115648




P V-
the largsst producers of White Laad
the leading manufacturer of dry colors.
Owns and operates one of the most mndern Synthetic Rosin Plants on the
North American Continent, k
Hes one of the largest and most efficient salss and distributing

organizations in Canada,

Is regarded as one of the largest Canadian Advertisers spending over a
willion dollars annually,
Contridbutes over $1,000,000. aanually to Canadian transportetion

Companies,

Pays to Canadian employees over $5,000,000, in salary and wages annually,

It has establishod a standard of quality for paint products and justly
earned the confidence and raspect of print consumer throughout the

world,

CONCLUSION:
This has bean & part of the Sherwin-Yillinms Cbmpnny's

story and its 83 Yaars of Progross, It has been tha story of men, who
hava laid the foundation of a grzat industry, and a company vhich has
enjoyed steady oxpansion and davelopment that has kept pace with the

growth and noods of the nntion and psoplas it servoas.
Tho orgenization hnas baan a source of opportunity and

ndvancoment for its many loyal employeas w~ho hava baon instrumental in

brondening tha opportunitias for othors who will follow in their footstaps.
Ths business Codc upon which the Canadian Company was foundoed

in 1896 is a full cxpression of the aconomic philosophy and nggressive
spirit of the orgmnization, It has been thes fulfillmont of this code

which hns made possiblo the proaross of the Company and which continuea
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to be the besacon for future grovth and graatness.
It is fitting that we end our story with this inspiring and

sincere statement of purpose.

"To make a good article
"To sell it at a fair price®
"o create a wide demand for it"
"To build up an efficient organization"
"To make orportunities for employees"
"To halp custcmsrs to become proapsrous®
"To give satisfaction to conmrs"
"To practice the square deal"
"If these things ara dono well, the object of
business will be gained, which is profit =
profit to the owners, to the smployeas, to the

customars, and satisfaction to the consumors".
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Ths Ccnada Paint Company Limited

The Lowe Sros, Company Limited
The Martin-Sencur Company Limited
The Winnipeg Paint & Glass Co,Limited

United Statep

xico

Argentina

Acme Thits Lsad and Color Works
Detroit, Michigan

V1.4, Lawrence & Company
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

The Lowe Brothers Company Linmited,
. Dayton, Ohio

John Lucas % Company Inc,,
Philadelphia, Pannsylvania

The Martin-Sanour Company,
Chicago, IN,

Rogars Paint Product Ine.
Detroit, Mich,

Cia Sherwin-%Williams, S,..,
lexico City, lexico

The Sherwin-Jilliams Co.of Cuba, S.A.
Havana, Cuba,

Tho Sherwin-Williams Argentimn S.A.
Buenos lires, firgentina

ShervineVilliams de Brazil, S..,
Tintas a Vormizes, Sao Paulo, Brazil,
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HENRY ALDEN SHERWIN
Founder, in 1046

Henry Alden Sherwin was born September 27, 1842, at Baltimore, Vermont;

son of Alden W. Sherwin and Rachel (Bachelder) Sherwin.

Ur, Sherwin was educated in the public schoola of Vermont. At the age
of thirteen he commenced his business career, and for six years worked at
various occupations. In 1860 he came to Cleveland and entered a dry goods
firm as a junior clerk, and was promoted to book-kseper when he was with
this concern only two years, He naxt ventured into the wholesale grotery
business, starting as book-keeper, subsequently becoming a member of the
firm,

In July, 1866, he left this business to becoms the founder of the
present paint 1nduatry, starting under the name of Dunham & Company, and it
remained so until January, 1870, when E. P, Williams was taken inte the
firm, and it becams Sherwin, Williams & Company. In 1884 this Company was
morpontod into The Sherwin-¥iilliams Company.

.
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IDWARD P. WILLIAMS
Secome Peciner in 1070

¥r. Sherwin's partner from
1870 to 1903, At the time

of his death, May 4, 1903,
¥Mr, Hilliacsa was Vice-Pres-

ident of the Company.
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WALTER H. COTTINGHAM
Founder of the Convdion arpanizetion in 109 ¢

¥r. Cottingham was born in Omemee, Ontario, in 1866, and began his busi-
- ness career at the early age of fifteen when he enterod a Peterborough hard-
ware store as retail clerk. Six year later, he transferred his activities
to Montreal, where he became interested in the making of paints and varnishes,

Pour years afterwards, in 1891, Mr. Cottingham began business under the
name of Walter H. Cottingham & Co., and at the end of a year secursd Lhe Can-
adian agency for Sherwin-Williams Paints and Varnishes. In 1894, wa Tind the
Vialter H. Cottingham Company and the Cottingham Varnish Company manufacturing
Sherwin-wWilliams Products in Canada under the management of lk-. Cottingham.,

After an interval of three years, the Walter H, Cottingham Company was
merged with the Sherwin-williams Co., Mr. Cottingham being made a Director of
the Sherwin</illiams Co., and Kanager of the Canadian business which was, being

rapidly developed.

In 1898, Mr. Cottingham was promoted to the office of General Manager and
five years afterwards became Vice-President and General lhnagor of the Sherwin-
Williams Company.

Yhen the Sherwin-filliums Co. of Canuda, Limited was formed in 1911, tuking

over all of the Canadian interests, Mr. Cottingham became President, and, in
1926, Chairman,
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W. S, FALLIS
Provident, 1926-91

Mr. Fallis was born in 1868 in the Township of Wallace, Perth County,
Ontario, Canada.

Pollowing his education at public school, and later at high school in
Harriston, Ontario, Mr. Fallis began his business career in the year 1889
with the T. Eaton coupmy, Toronto,

Shortly afterwards, we find him working with the Goold Bicycls Company,
Ltd., Brantford, as a travelling salesman, and later in a similar positlon
with the Velland Vale Manufaoturing Company, Ltd., of St. Catharines. His
connection with the Sherwin-Williams Company began November lst, 1899, when
he covered Western Ontario territory in the Cempuny's interests,

In 1901 Mr. Fallis was transferred to the Maritime Provinces and New-
foundland, Later he opened the Cozpany's trade in the British West Indies.
In 1902 he was appointed European representative with headquarters fn
London, England, and for the following two years successfully represented
the Company in Great Britain and Continental Burope,

Returning from abroad in 1905, Mr, Fallis ag;in took charge of the
Maritime Provinces, 1In 1908, he wus transferred to Wiinnipeg, in charge of
the Company's \festern interests, extending from Fort Willlam to the Pacific
Coast, successfully occupying the position of Sales Manager and Manager.

In 1918 he becams Ceneral Manager of the Shcrvi.n#lillim Company aof
Canada, Limited, at Montreal; in November, 1920, was appointed Vice-Presi-
dent and l&naging Director; and in Deceamber, 1926, was elected President,
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Mr. Martin was born on Nov-
exber 7, 1865, at Montello, Wis-
consin. Shortly after his birth
his family moved to Chicago
where he received all the formal
education he ever had in publiec
schools of that city.

At thes age of twelve years
he completed the 7th Grade and
f commenced work in the Union

Stock Yards with the Chicago
Packing Provision Company, then
one of the largest Packers in
America.

In 1880 at the age of fif-
teen he went into business for
himself, selling meat speciali-
ties which he produced in Chi-
cago and shipped to New York
where they were sold to loeal
hotels. When the Stock Yard
opsrators learned of the succeas
of their businesa they took over
the market and forced young boys
out of business,

GEO. A. MARTIN
Chawrmen, 1940-44

He was next employed by the Union Brass Manufacturing Company, makers of
railway car trimmings and stayed with the company until he was twenty-two years
old,

The urge to go into & venture of his own, again became too strong to re-
sist and he went into the paint business where he mat with considerable success
in selling to most of the railroads in Chicago.

In 1891 he met the partners of the Sherwin-tilliams Company and they offer-
ed him position of manager of the Calumet Paint Company at Pullman, Illinois
which he accepted.

In 1898 George Martin was promoted to manager of the Vestern Division of
the Sherwin-Williams Company. While in Chicago as manager of the VWestern Divi-

sion, Mr. Martin was perhaps the first to develop and employ direct mail adver- =

tising on a large scale. He conceived the idea of a calendar with paint chips
on it and he arranged for mailing one each Spring to property owners whose
names were furnished by Sherwin-Williams dealers, The plan was a great success
and has since been used by almost every paint company.

In 1905 he was transferred to Cleveland to take charge of the Auxiliaries
Department which under his direction expanded to include lead and zinc, mines,
‘smelters, linseed oil plants, power plants, and tin can plants.

In 1916 he was made Vice-President and General Manager of Manufacturing.
Five years later he became Vice-President and General Manager and a year later
in 1922 President of the Sherwin-Williams Company.

In 1940 he was elected Chalrman which position he held until the time of
his death in 1944 . He was succeeded by Mr, A, W, Steudel,
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UR_TRADE {_AND DES IG)

The Cover the Earth was designed by Mr. George Ford and first used in
1895 on enclosing slips and thsn as a single-sheet poster for a store in
Worcester, Mass, The design worked up gradually. It was Mr, Pord's custom
to make pencil sketches of any idea that cames to him, He would then put
them away and from time to time go over the collection, adding to what he
had and maidng changes as the mood struck him, '

The Cover the Earth sketch was in his drawer a long time before he
fully realized tha possibilities of it and before he felt bold enough to
suggest that the emblem of the Company which was then being used, be changed
from the paletts and chameleon, long in use, This had been designed by ir,
H. A. Sherwin, who was then President, and was dear to svery one in the

Company .

Ur. Ford, however, could not help but feel that from an advort-ising
standpoint it did not quitc hit the mark for a trade mark, It was bsauti-
ful, but not distinctive enough, nor quickly enough recognized. It took
some explanation to the uninitiated before they could fully realize its

full meaning.

The whole idea he had in the Cover the Earth design was to get some-
thing that would eatch the eye quickly, tell the story with few words and
stamp the picture in the mind, This it proved itself capable of doing to
a gar greater extent than Mr, Pord ever anticipated.

In its early days, several imitations of the Cover the Earth design
appeared, some eopys.ng it quite closely, others only following the
suggestions, {n having the similarity called to their attention, all of
these copyists were willing to abandon the use of their imitations.
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