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- HIGHLIGHTS

CONFIDENTIAL DATA will be included in
premanufacture notification information the En-
vironmental Protection Agency intends to submit
to Senator Edmund Muskie (D-Maine), accor-
ding to an EPA draft reply to Muskie’s request
for the information. The draft outlines plans to in-
form Muskie's staff on procedures for protecting
the confidential data (p. 1953).

THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION has
been aware since 1977 of serious health effects
caused by veterans’ exposure to Agent Orange in
Vietnam, two Congressmen charge. Thomas
Daschle (D-SD) and David Bonior (D-Mich)
release a copy of an unsigned memorandum, on
VA stationary, stating that Agent Orange com-

ponents.are mutagenic and teratogenic (p. 1954).

PREMANUFACTURE NOTICES will be divid-
ed by EPA into ‘““fast track” notices, which pre-
sent little concern and can be quickly reviewed,
and “slow track’ notices, which require more
deliberate study, according to an agency official
(p. 1955). '

VINYL CHLORIDE carcinogenic effects are
increased in test animals that consume moderate
amounts of alcohol, a researcher tells a Govern-
ment-sponsored conference on vinyl chloride
toxicity. Other researchers report that the sub-
stance can increase the risk of cancer for off-
spring of exposed pregnant animals and that the
substance can cause cancer at exposure levels
as low as 10 parts per million and exposure
!eriods as short as 49 hours (p. 1935).

EPA SHOULD JUSTIFY individually each of the
2,300 chemicals for which it proposes to issue
reporting requirements under Section 8(e) of the
Toxic Substances Control Act, the Chemical
Manufacturer’s Association says in comments on
the proposed rule. The association requests that

the comment period on the rule be extended until
EPA develops a more complete rulemaking
record (p. 1956).

DIBROMOCHLOROPROPANE cancellation
proceedings will include field hearings in Los
Angeles, Phoenix, and Honolulu, an EPA ad-

- ministrative law judge announces (p. 1956). .

" THE EVIDENCE AGAINST 2,4,5-T and silvex
is overwhelming, EPA Deputy Assistant Ad-
" ministrator Steven Jellinek says, as the oral
phase of cancellation hearings begins. Dow

. Chemical Company charges that 2,4,5-T is being

victimized for political reasons. EPA plans to in-

. troduce testimony from European researchers
“that the herbicides’ dioxin contaminant caused

cancer in humans, bringing protests from Dow,
which demands to see the underlymg data_ (p
1957).

'GENERJC REGULATION of chemical car-
cinogens may-result in overregulation of
thousands of relatively safe substances, an
American Industrial Health Council reprmn
tatwe warns (p. 1957).

EPA WOULD EXEMPT almost two-thirds of
the potentially hazardous wastes produced by in-
dustry from regulation under proposed hazardous
waste rules, a Senate Government Affairs over-
sight subcommittee report charges. The report
recommends that hazardous waste criteria in-
clude radioactivity, genetic activity, bioac-
cumulation, and the criteria established under
the Clean Water Act (p. 1958).

THE REFERENCE FILE SUPPLEMENT
with this week’s Current Report includes the
EPA rules for hazardous waste management un-
der the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, a new Reference File index, and final
tolerances for four pesticides.
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l‘hemcrusemwersopercmtmanmedm
according to Maltoai.

Shart Exposures-

Robert Hehir of the Cousumer Product Safety Commis-
sion reported the resuits of experiments involving relatively
brief exposures to vinyl chloride,

He described studies in which test rodents were given
betweenr one and 100 one-hour exposures to vinyl chioride

vapors, .
No statistically significant response resgited from single
m-hourmematmmﬁomulﬁghuso,m
ppt, Hehir said.
However, aﬂpiﬁmutmhlwmdﬁom

" mldﬂwcoafmthtacanprmccuhkmlt '

with other pablished reports suggests that vinyl-chloride-in-
?mmhmwmwaupm
m‘ LT ) ....: .

MORE DETAILED RULEMAKING RECORDS..
MUST BE KEPT ON EACH CHEMICAL, CMA SAYS'

. The Chemical Mampfacturer’s Association is asking: the

Substances Controld Act, is in keeping with the group’s oft--
repested stance stressing the need for rulemaking aecom-
tahility for each and every subsixnce inciuded in the rule
(Current Report, February 29; p. 1798, 1831). =

petition also reinforces CMA’s positiomr that EPA
must make an ‘‘unreasonable risk” finding for each in-
dividual chemical the agency plans to inclede in a labeling:
rule.

mmumuCMAshtuteﬂm'turgingEPAbs&up
chemical-by-chemical selection criteria. Using the CMA plan
for mannfacturer review of agency decisions, however,
might cause mannfacturers to spend more time checking
agency data than they would spend filling oqt the relatively
short Section &(a) reporting form, sources said,

The petition indicates the industry group is anxious to pre-
vent future, and perhaps mote burdensome, requirements
from using one underlying basis for rulemaking for ail
- chemicals invaived.

‘This first response to the Section 8(a) rule came as'a sar-

were expected to raise some objections.

CMA’s Requests
Besides asking for an individual justification for- each
chemical ou the list, CMA asked the agency to explain the
process for reviewing the chemicals. The group also asked
EPA for its rationale for requiring the reporting, incinding &
description of the scoring or selection progress.

FN-80

allyoppocedm-the -

CMA. also wants the record for each chemical to include
any information collected by the Interagency Testing Com-
mittee or by EPA in study of the chemical

EPA said in its proposal that many of the chemicais were
selected from ITC scoring lists.

The industry group argued that the five general criteria
given by EPA in the proposal do not give sufficient indication
of how the chemicals were chosen becanse the
not spell out which eriteria were applied to which chemicals.

Finaily, CMA asked EPA to extend the comment period on
the proposal until 60 days after-all requested information is
compilad and incinded in the public record. -

' Although EPA has not replied yet, any decision to compile-

such a detailed record coald delay the rule indefinitely. CMA
this fact in.its petition when it pointed out how

long it would take a manufacturer to gather such material

fwemaﬂmmmdhm ..
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CANCELLATION PROCEEDINGS TO INCLUDE
HEARINGS IN. ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, HAWALlL-

announced March 18 -
Various bad requested fleld hearings o the
West Coast and elsewbere to acrommodate local witnesses,
workers; farmess, and agricuitural ex-

Harwood: ‘ prebesring conference for
A;l'ﬂuandutApﬁl mummwm
umﬁmmum

Z45-T

| GASE AGAINST HERBICIDES OVERWHELMING.
JELLINEK SAYS AS HEARINGS GET UNDER WAY

The evidence that the phenoxy herbicides 2,4.5-T and
Slivex pose a hazard to health is *“‘overwhelming, " aceording
to Environmentai Protection Agency Deputy Admindstrator
for Pesticides and Toxic Substances Staven D. Jellinek.

Jellinek released a public statement March 14 to mark the

imming of the oral phase of the hearings on EPA’s propos-
et capeeilation of registrations of the herbicides.

The: hearings, in Washington, D.C., are expected to-con-
time for four days each week for one to.two years. In the
first days of the formal proceedings, which began March 14,
herbicide supporters cruss-ezamined EPA witnesses on the
bezith risks of continned use of the herbicides.

Inhisstatement. Jellinek summarized the agency position
ip saying, “What makes the 2,4,5-T evidence ov
is its volume. What makes it unprecedented is its quality.”

Oow: 2457 (s Being Victimired’

Etcyi Blair. Dow Chemical Company vice president and
director of heaith and environmental sciences, related his
firm's disagreement with EPA.

Ima March 14 public statement, Blair said EPA is seeking
to ban 2.4.5-T out of “politically expedient’” motives, even
though the agency’s scientific- data have been discredited.
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CURRENT REPORT

The planned system would be more efficient, the official
explained, andwouldaﬂowbettamolagmcypermelby
allowing them to set aside quickly those notices which
sent little concern,

Atouume.EPAtrutedanmdouthemwrwghout
the review period. The agency, however, quickly learned
that such an approach would not work once the volume of
mﬁmmmmmmnwmw the
40-day preliminary screening and discovered ooe of every
six or seven notices needs a more defailed review, the EPA
official told Chemical Regulation Reporter March 17.

Whihmenewreviewmtemmldmbu:ha"m

. track” and a “fast track™ for different new chemicals, the

EPAoﬂidalmmthheagmcysﬂnwﬂlmmm

- new chemical.

Amehemiulamotbedimﬂuedouthebadsoﬁtx
mmmmmmmmmwmmm
may be similar to an existing chemical or the substance may
be part of a group of chemicals considered to be innocuons,
meummtmmmmmmm
its application and exposure, he noted. .-

Even related chemicals may vary im fat
solubility, in ability to be broken down by light, or in other
charactetistics which alter thar poeentm for creaﬂng
hmrds.heu:d. T

. JMcomhumMole ‘.f- R

Theagencyisu-ymgmﬁndmarewaystogatdahonin-

dlvidualmﬁoes.TthPAdﬂdalnoted t after many

Industry is shirking responsibility for testing
chemicals, he said, addingtbathe:eyugmdmn”
:bea‘dtymdicaung industry intends to assume such a reapon-

Enmmion Requests

The second pmblemfadngtheagmcyintbemewo!the
notices is an industry trend to submit a test marketing ex-
emption (TME) request with the premanufacture notice. -

Since the TME must be approved or disapproved within 45
days, the agencyistorcedtoperformthemewmqmck—
ly, he explained,

The trend could lead to Instances where the agency lacks
evidence at 45 days to disapprove the TME but decides later
in the PMN review period to take some regulatory action on
the new substance, he noted. If the trend continues, the agen-
¢y will have to uncouple the two reviews, he said.

In recent weeks EPA has taken several actions to rein-
force its position that PMNs and TMEs should include
adequate information and test data.

Such efforts include the rejection of some submissions as
inadequate, Another is mcreasm% interest in using sig-
nificant new use rules to require future ing for sub-
stances which complete re:xqew without arneyporun mgufnory ac-

tion being taken.
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Vinyl Chioride _

ALCOHOL INCREASES CANCER EFFECTS,
UNIVERSITY RESEARCHER TELLS CONFERENCE

Alcohol drinkers may have increased susceptibility to the

- ~carcinogenic effects of vinyl chloride vapors, a Government-

conference was told March 20, <-
Martha Radike, of the University of Cincinnati, reported
the results of a study in which laboratory rats were given
_IWatercmtaxmngSpementethamlandwmexposdtomyl

_ n'chloride.

" The animals that received alcohol had a much higher in-

.. cidence of vinyl-chloride-induced malignant tumors than the
.. Fats exposed to vinyl chloride alone, she said.

The test animals were to a concentration of 600
part per million vinyl chloride vapor, faurhours each day,
five days a week for one year.

Control groups exposed to vinyl chloride alone and tr
alcohol alone had elevated tumor rates in comparison with ..
control group not exposed to. either substance, Radike
reported.

The tumors in the alcohol-only group tendedtobebemgn
rather than malignant, she said.

Radike compared the level of alcohol given to the test
anirnals to a moderate drinking level, similar to a six-pack of
beer or a few glasses of wine. ..

She said the mmggmedbyﬂuhctﬂut

“ethanolandvhxylchloﬂdemknomtomreastepinthe

- metabolic pathway.
esuggestedthatepldemiologxullmdiushouldbe
carried out oo buman populations exposed to vinyl chiorid
- to. determine whether chronic alcohol useisrelatedh
rcancermddenee. . e et

'Ihetwo-dayeontmmvmylehloddemnmym
spomored by the National Institute of Environmental Health
and Safety, the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health, andtheOecupaﬁonalSafetyandHealthM—
ministration. -

The conferees heard repom from 37 meamhers in-
cluding Caesar Maltoni ofthelnsﬁtuteotOncologyand
TumorCentermBologna Italy. e -

3 Inhaistion Studies. -

" Maltoai reported the results of extensive mhalation
smdiesmrodentsatvanousdoselevelsrangingfmmoneto
30,000 ppm.

In’ long-term studies, test rats developed- inmased in-
cidences of cancer at levels as low as 10 ppm, Maltoni said.

The OSHA standard for worker exposure to vinyl chloride
sets a maximum limit of ome ppm, averaged over an
eight-hour period.

Maltoni’s experiments mvolvedexposumoftestammals
for four hours a day, five days a week, for varying periods.

He reported that the test animals exposed to vinyl chloride
suffered a variety of tumors, including cancer of the liver,
lung, kidney, stomach, skin, brain, mammaries, and Zym-
bal's gland.

May Affect Fetus

Maltoni also reported a study suggesting that exposure of
a pregnant animal to vinyl chloride can increase the in-
cidence of cancer in her offspring.

He described experiments in which female rats were ex-
posed during pregnancy to vinyl chloride vapors at concen-
trations of 6,000 and 10,000 ppm.

The offspring of the exposed rats later developed a higher
incidence of liver cancer than the offspring of unexposed
control rats, Maltoni said.
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