FILE NAME: Raybestos-Manhattan (RBM)

DATE: 1935

DOC#: RBM080

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letters between Vandiver Brown, Johns-Manville
and Raybestos-Manhattan RE Limiting Publicity on Asbestos with Attached
Newspaper Article



o : /
!
|
R = & == Yy
cOASBESTOS
. @rf'/ | Published by
. ' D 557 A a7 S U'g'v(:gﬂ—é AL
‘\‘;r . 16th Floor, Inquirer Bidg. g
.\&e/ PHILADELFPHIA, PA., U. 8. A. .
' , Septembor 25, 1995.
C \ :

iir. Sumner Simpson, President,
faybestos-""anhattan, Inc., :
Bridgeport, Conn,

Dear Sir: .

You may recall that we have written you on several
occasions cancerning the publishing of information, or dis-~
cussion of, asbeéstosis and the work which has been, and is
being done, to eliminzte or at least reduce it,

Always you have resunsted that for certain obvious

Jreasons we puillish nothing, and, naturally your wishes have
!'beeu respecicd.

ossibly by this time, however, the reasons ior your
obw‘ctlon +o sblicisy on this qubJs-ct have been eliminated; and

if =0, we would like very much to review the whole matter in
"ASBESTOSY, .

Our thought 1is that we could either prepare from
data which we have in our filss, or obtain Irom-Mr. V. A. Godfrey
of the Cape Asbestos Company, Loqaon, who 1s much interested in
the sudjeet, an article on the work done in fngland znd thzn

follow itv with an article written by someone 1in your organization,
as 1o -the work done herc.

Vo unde=rstand Irom lIr. Stover that your Morth Charleston
plant, contsins very complete dust control ceuipm-nt and a descrip-
tion of such eguigment, if you a2pprove, would make a vory interust-
=, ing part or th: article. Poscibly even you could supply a photograph
hgr two showing some.,part of this dust conirol e.uipaint.
\\
- We await with much interest your reply. I there is no
serious objuction it would se-m tu be z most 1nuerﬂstln; cusjeet
Tor the pages or "ASBENPO3", aud possidbly a 4discussion of it in
"AS3.5T08" along the right 11nes, would serve to cumuvat some ol

Pyt

the rather updesirable gublicity given to it in currect newsp-pers.

vory trul youre | z:
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Bridgeport, Conn.
Oct. 1, 1935

Mr. Vendiver Brown, Attorney,
‘Johns-ianville Corp.,

22 East 40th St.,

New York City.

My dear Mr., Brown:

Enclosed is copy of a letter re-
ceived from Miss Rossiter, of PAsbestos.m

As I secec 1t personaliy, we would
be Just ss well off vo say notihing about
1t until our survey 15 compioele., I think
the lecs mid about asbestns, the hetter off
we are, but at the saze tvnc, we cannot
lose track of the fact that fhere have been
a number of articles on asbestus dust con-
trol and asbestosis in the RBrletish trade
magazines., The megazine "Asbhestos® 15 1in
bugilcus to publlqh articles affectling the
trace and they have been very decent about
not re-printing the English articles.

I shall be pleased to have your
opinion in the npatter.

Very truly yours,

Enc. President

R H

Hip G
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TwenTY-Two EAST FORTIETH STREET } }
New York,N.Y. m
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S " October 3, 1935

Mr. S. Simpson, President, ’ / .
Raybestos-ianhattan, Inc., .
Bridgeport, Conn. . .

My dear Mr. Simpson:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of-yours of
October lst enclosing copy of the September 25th letter from

the editor of the magazine YASBESTOS"., I quite agree with Ay
{you that our interests are best served by having asbestosis i
treceive the minimum of publicity. Even if we should eventual- #

ly decide to raise no objection to the publication of an
article on asbestosis in the magazine in question, I think we
should warn the editors to use American data on the subject
rather than English. Dr. Lanza has frequently rewmarked, to me
personally and in some of hils papers, that the clinical pic-
ture presented in North American locallties where there is zn
asbestos dust hazard is considerably milder than that reported
in England and South Africa. ’

I believe the question raised by Miss Rossiter
might well be considered at the committee meeting scheduled .
for next Tuesday, at which I understand both you and ¥r. Judd
will be present. ’ )

v

Very truly yours,

t, . o (iigg' /Jii- ’E%L~—
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Equipment Guards Against Dust Malady, .Executive
Asserts—Insurance Report Quoted in
" Reply by Spivak.

_EDITOR'S NOTE: John L. Spivak, noted liberal writer, {n o
serics of articles entitled, I Interview dmeries,” completed in
. yezterdey's Record, told of the suffering of workers in Southern

asbestos mills,

Taoday Tha Record prints a defense of the mills by

George S. Fabel, president of ths Southern Asbestor Company,

and a rebuttal by Spivak,

By GFORGE 8. FABEL
Zi.i0r 0f Tha Record:

Dear Siz:

{ have in mv hands a copy of
your August 19 edition and re-
I:r to na arsticle by John L. Spi-
vaKk., To say tha% we are surprised
thit a paper with your rsputstion
prahliched sueh oobviously uncon-
firiind  dramatized tommyrot
woi.!l be putting it miildly. If
encnt one of Mr. Spivak’s articles
i~ as far from the facts as Article
Ne, 1, oa the asgestos m:ll evils,
then you saould not lend your
criumne aud certainly not place
tho ed:‘or’'s note precediag his ar-
ticla waich nroradly approves the
faocis to vour reading public,

(ialling to the (facts, the only
aspaestos rmull he can rcefer to In

Charlatte, N. C, s ours. We are
wafiliaied with the Thermoid Com-
pany 1 Treaton, N, J., which also
Eas a textile nuil ’and undoubtedly
tne wriicle referred to has come
to tie attention of their employes
6s well—tnrest will be a conse-
Qurnce,

Takingz his article In sequence
asd trying 1o answer it without
emotien (althouvh that tear jerk-
5T style of Spivak's increases our
{:rv) ja recent insurance exam-
iratons and ccurt trials it has
Peea testited by campetent doc-
ters that no one has beea xnown
to coziract asbestosly, or what is
known as the dust malady, n
texdie mells within 18 ronths, as
is aleged dy Mr. Spivak.

Bared by X-ray.
“ Ia one or two isolated Instances
found that ascestosis had

P

By JOHN L, SPIVAX
Editor of The Record:

Sir:—I am very grateful for your
courtesy in sending me George S.
Fabel's letter and granting me the
privilege of answering it

Mr. Fabel's assertion that “ln re-
cent indurance exanunations and
court trials 1t has been testified
by competent doctors that no one
thas been known to contract ase
bestosis, or what {s known ay the
dust maludy, in textlie mills within
13 monthy, as is alleged by Mr.
Spivak,” 13 quitle {mpoctant.

I do not know where Xr. Fabel
got the 18-month period. What I
s41d wus, quoting Dr. Pey, the city
health onicer: “They (asbestos mill
workers) can’t last more than five
te seven years if they're white.”

Obvivusly, 1 such testimony was
given at court triala, then persons
sutfering from asbestosiz were seek-
fny compensation which had becn
denied them, for (injuries they
claimed resuited from their work,
It is to be regretted that Mr. Fabei
did not see fit to tell for which side
the cowmnpetent doctors he mentions
gave their testimony., Were they
not doctors paid by the asbestos
x;n!,ll to defend the claims against
t?

Insurance Paper.

8. G. Hopkins and L. E. Ludwig,
of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance
Caompany, prepared a papecr on “As-
bestos Miils” covering condlitions in
the United States. The paper was
read at the Fifth Informal Inter-
company Occupational Rating Con-
ference at the home office of the
John }-Iancock Mutual Life Insur-

momng . L2 an_fa 73
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Asbestos Mill Head Attacks|[ %7 : E:a
Expose of Labor Conditions;|| S oim ¥ AnRaman
Author Cites Facts in Proof|| swee opeasaco - ..~ = = =]
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' ‘ ctee health
e anmil evely then it wae
ant apparent  fronn coughing  or
Mene but waa anly
ooy In n puinoa sy dpge by
"ha ttea of Nernya nnd hae trorg.
oape,
Chis eotrt testiniony (1F Hplvak
Waps Qs sepopiap v ginhm ha
woutd heve  fotnd (hia Rvallabie
ar ettt r)  nlen pevented  that
¢ ey e remioved  frant thie  rye
voner ol expotan s afler cone
tracting It were nat furthee af.
feeted, tn other worde the diseasa
i3 not progressive,
, Wa have employes In our mill
who atatted with ua over 15 years
ngn and hava worltad utidsc the
conditinng  that Splvale  attaclas,
‘Thry hnve pn=sed the moat careful
exnififnatinna fo which it wae pos-
ribla to anbinet them. Precﬁ‘lnz
[l [ . g e e moa

belforae

B K
anoted from three papers denllr\;
with P'aimoiary Absestoddr which
Appeared 0 the Hoitish  Medieal
Jutcnnl of Decamber 3, 1007, pioe-
prasd by De, Cook, D)ev M Unnsded
nn’f_im.“!h' '!'lu‘umw Otver nv follnwn:

o Dtndey i o ofi
{nited ,‘"n!nn.\u\flo\';“\:;:l':;:lih.‘\“m,',',":
ARe eltpluye wotlks, nlang wilh ““-';‘
protective devices au ditut alinsing.
How nysieniy, malsbursdaden alnioe
phrre, wellslightay, well-ventiinlad
hutldings, present a deelded(y mare

favacable pleture
s han ia former

"We do, howaver, fas} inh
wa havs the beneft of nuraﬁxg::n
enca with this claas of wourkara wa
should contlnue to 1gnk upon thora
who may be expnved to large quans
titles ol dust, «ich as emmployes
enzaged In the opening, pleking,

screening and egeding, as riska to

‘Dars

L
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sB___ S48

Just about 50 of these handsou . .. North-
ern-seal-dyed coney, Beavee-die!  rey, Cara-
cul, Lapin, Leopard cat, Ri © u oony and

other furs in the group,

DOWN STAIRS STOREZ= MiR. °

i T




o [N
RN 2
1
t

DA o 3

3G { 4T

s
e

LPAAR TS

Lo o
g

S
et

oA

D
2

e

PN §

e

-

el wem e
- .
L]

A
lavagts, A

e, oM R e e
“'y

i
v

SN Aqe.
-y

,,
AL AL
R ARY
RS MR,
Ta - N

Fye by eiiis o '_\.L.' a
N
’

,_.,__,.
et i
"‘ - .

NG T s nttev
F"raﬂg‘{ .f‘“f"x'-v“'
i
(/ (TR

S T e A A
pA

v_"

,

[3
RN
ML
<
~N

a2y
e
1)
e
s,

.‘{(-

S

e i

- T,

M
W,
e

T Ny
pres

-c'\ Ll PO |

-

o 30T
. :.‘; Wk
Ak,

AR
Dot

e
PR RRE

KD
4 "
A\ )

£ Meyobeny
S

TR R
Ly
P

]
d

capartated  vorking in aur ae-
hestee plant for so short a period
as Spivak eclinime,

- " Jecords Onoted,

Bpivak quotes ths testimony of
a Nerro ahbout “lnut from geheslps
in vour lunrs" It Spivak actually
pot that tariimony then that sanie
Negro also probably Dbelleves in
voodoolsm, Is evidently doesn't
know Negroos. When they refer to
Jint in mAsbestos they mean the
large pariicles of mshestos which §s
not injurious to sworkers’ health,

Competent medical  authorities
are on record that workers will not
contrnct asbrstosis from Jint and
can only beecome afllicted when they
have & weakened Jung condlition to
bermin with, snd then after exposure
over long periods of time to dust
containing particies less than ten
niicrons in size,

With respcet to his statements
fboul the stretch-out system, that
i« pure unadulterated hokum since
the article refers largely to colored
workers or at least relles on their
testinony. No stretch-out system

-in our asbestos mill has ever been

atiempted in any sense of the word
«ith respect to coiored workers.
Approximately a8 year ago in our
twisting department, whers white
help is eamployed, due to lack of
expericneed twister help, we did

" give operators more spindles to pet

grealer production but in so doing
the operators carned more money
and not lcss money,

.- Clean Biil of Ienlth,

» In 1928 a twister made $18 per
weck for 60 hours, After the code
twisters earned $15.74 per weelt for
40 hours. It js trve that N, R. A,
investigators, because of such agl-
tators as Spivak, dld male an in-
wvestigation of the complaint
against our company known as
the streteh-out system and the re-
sult of their investigation Is a8 mat.
ter of public record. It gave the
Southern Asbestos Company &
clean hill of health. .

The statements made by Mr.
Rpivak involving Dactor G. T. Rey
are abhs<olutely denied by Doctor
Rey., We are receiving o letter to
that effect bLoth as to any knowi-
edge in connection with tbe in-
formation given in the arlicle or
that he knows of the colored fel-
Jow referred to by Mr. Spivak.

We supply each and every work-
®r in nur plant with & respirator
free of chargze, Including a mask
which is approved by the Govern-
ment Burcau of Standards. No
employe can start work with us

. uniess he has signed up and agrees

to use the respirator and every one

-.0of our employes bas received one,

. No Iailroad Near,
; s« As further evidcnce of the lack

of truth or understanding in these
alleged reportorial qualities of Spi-
vak, please be advised that the
sectinn of Charlotte called “Blue
Heaven” is far away Ifrom any
railiroad, although he talks about
*We sat for & long time {alking
and a freight train Joad wilh tex.
tilee and asbestos rattled past.”

As to the help beingz colored to
the extent of 69 per cent, only 22
per cent of our employes today are
colored and they are used as un-
sikilled Iaborers in receiving, ship

" ping and power hoitse departments.

You undoubtedly have heard
fromm Ih#¥ Charlotie Chamber ot
Commerce, who have taken ex-

.eeption to the artlele, Now, out of
. IRirness,
" this in rensonablv prominent space,

we ask you to reprint
- Called Misiending.
" We hava felt certaln tieretofore
that the Philadelphia Record was
onn ol {he finewt Journsis. How can
you print such misicading propa-
fFandn? We have hnd incalculnble
expen<e thic firet halft (evidence
our sialement) bheenuse of “walite
fng delepnton” Hke Splvake apitate
ing and fnetilling unfounded (ene
in the poor Nepross' minds. Fair
Play rnd veur oblizatian to cone
Piructive indurtey in your vieingly
el vequtye vou Lo print this,
Very truly sonre,
[RAMA TN RS L ) A4

s e peemviiny wassrwersny seve e
ted.
4.

Le gian .. e e -

Inquiry Supporied.

~Qur personal tnspection of plants
.« + o cOnvinces us that a)l those
who are engnped In operalions prior
to the spinning and weaving of
nsbestos nre subjected {o extremsly
Inrge quantitien of dusi that must,
from its natural chemical form,
contain & high pereentage of in-
Jurious malerials. Our conversation
and correspundence with physiclans
fn {hese towns bear oul to some
exfent the unfavorable findings of
our honored investigators abroad.”

Dr. Rey's denial ihat he said
precigely what 1 quoted strikes me
as rather sad. I ean account for it
only as an iIncident in the life of
a city ofilcral who recants what he
snid because of the influence, if not
control, of mill manufacturers over
the city's pohtical Jife. It is par-
ticularly sad to e because Dr,
Rey's letlers regarding masks for
worlkers are on file st the United
States Depsartment of Health in
Washington.

Now, as to Mr. Fabel's vehement
denial of the stretch-out system.
Ot course he wonld deny it; em-
ployers always do. But, possibly
Mr, Fabel can give us a statement
from' A, F, of 1. headquarters In
Charlotte, or from Mr, Jackson,
whom quoted and who was &
member of the N. R, A, board, that
there was no stretch-out system?
I am afrald a simple denlal from a
manufacturer is not enough, Work-
ers told me otherwise and though
Mr, Fabel casts aspersions on the
pathetic tales told by Negro
workers, I, who have gseen them
coming from the mills after 8 day
on the stretch-out, believe them.
Mr. Fabel might also look up the
complaints In the local N, R, A,
compliance board in Charlotte
against his company. 1 saw several
of them.

Free ) Respirators.

Mr. Fabel says that he supplies
all his workers with resmprators
free of charge. Granted that that
is true, it would be interesting lo
know since when these respirators
have becn supplied and how many
compensation actions have been
brought against’ the company {for
injuries to heaith as a result of
the abscnce of these masks or with
the use of these masks.

It is very significant that Mr,
Fabel's company compels each
worker to sign to use the respirator.
Mr. Fabel knows as well as I that
vou make a yvorker sign to use a
certain object only for the legal
defense of the employver. It is of
no value (o the worker except to
make it difficult or impossible {n
collect compensation shovld he be-
come i)l -despite the respirator.

Lastly, Mr. Fabel denies that
there is a rallroad running near
Blue Henven es I described 1t. Un-
fortunately, I do not have a picture
in my possession, but {f Mr. Fabel
will visit Biue Heaven, he willi be
short-sighted indeed I{ he dqes not
see the railroad.

Agitntion Denied.

Mr. Fabe) harps on Lthe belief that
my report of what I saw and heard
will “cause unrest,” that ‘because
of such agitators as Spivak, N, R,
A. Investigators did make en inves-
tigation of the complaint against
our company about the stretch-out
system” and that I am “a walking
delegate ugitating and instilling un.
tounded fear in the poor Negroes'
minds.”

No, Mr. Fabel, T am not the agl.
tator. The agitator is the mill
owner who foices his workers Lo
Inbor under condilions which are &
shame to this countrv and to hu-
ruanity. ANl the agitation in the
world eannol take root wherer wWor ke
era are coptenied, When mill owne
ers will eliminate the conditions
that 1 saw and which the workers
8n tragically described to me, then
von will have nn fear of such re-
poits as mine eauding unrest
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A good-looking, strongly sewn  ef case 15x9
inches. Three pockets with fu) inch gussets
between. Straps all ’round. T) -ee-way lock
fastening. Tan only.

Mail and phone orders, call RITts honae 1000,
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EBath tabicis=145 price

Regular 10c, September price 5c cake. Seven
popular scents. Can be assorted if desired, in
these special boxes,

20 cakes in box S1
36 ¢akes in bex ; 1.75
Cold cream—white. Rose—pink. Violet—orchid.
Carnation—blue. Verbena=—yellow, Palm—green,
Almond—white,

¥lonflenr cold cream soap
White, green, blue, peach. 40 cakes 1.30
kealth soap and

vegetable oil soap
Each regularly 50¢ dozen,— 280 enlies 7a¢
Mall and phone orders—IT: 1000
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