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Subject: Report -meetingwith Deutsche Industrie- und Handelskammer (DIHK)

Good evening,

‘TheDGthanks all the colleaguesforthe input and the colleagues that participated. See herewith
‘enclosedthereportin Englishbutthediscussion wasmainlyinGerman.

DIHK
(Briissel, 17. November 2023, 11:10 — 12:10)

DG FFH was invited as speakertothe meetthe DIHK-Ausschiisse Umwelt und Energie sowie Industrie

und Forschung in Brussels. The introductory remarks were quitethesame3sfortheBDI’ ome

During the question round an important topic was PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, the
“forever chamicals). Some participants expressed their concerns regarding the application for a ban on

PFAS.DGFFHexplained thattheproposal camefromfivecountries,includingGermany.NowECHAis
‘dealingwiththisrequestandexpectinglyitwilltaketime. Sheunderlinedthatthisisnotaproposalfrom
the EU andthattheCommisionwantedtohave arvisonofREACH instead.Thedifference wouldbe
thatthi s aproposal obanandthattheREACHrevisioncouldbeexempted.This meansthat PFAS.

‘withessentialusesbutkeytoachievingthegreentransformation andwithoutexistingalternatives.
Thismightbathecasefor PFASused duringtheproductionoforexamplechipso baltics.The REACH
revisionwouldhavebeen an importantstepconcerningessential usesbut isoin ordertohavemore
foresight and clarity. However, she informed the public that although REACH will not be finalised in this

legislative term, steps continue to betakento prepare andfinally implement REACH underthe next

‘Commission.Thetopicanddiscussionson chemicalswill continueandareexpectedtobecomeeven
more public(seethe debate on Belgian drinking water), even if REACH is not yet available. Nevertheless,
shestressedthat it i importanttobeindialogue withtheindustries andtoget supportforthe
essentialuseapproach andthe REACHrevision.
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