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Robert A. ¥ehoe, H.D. _

The Xettering Laboratory
University of Cincinnati

College of MHedicine -~ Eden Avenue
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Doctor Kehoe:

Thank you for your letter of December 17th, regarding your meeting
with the American Fotiers Associstion and others. I shail, indeed, be most
interested in your report on the testing of ceramics for lead znd other,
vossibly hormful ingrecients. I fully agree with you thatl a careful and
complete report is much needed.

This Bureau will be most happy to be included in the mailing list

for your findings when they zre avallable, and 1 certainly aprreciate being
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told of the present state of your discussion.

Recently we received information concerning a test method which
referred to the square inches of surface covered by 100 mls of solutiocn.
The lead was reported in quantities per square inch. Vhile it is certainly
wise to relate the amount of lead to the surface area, I find it impossible
to make a Juégment on what thet would mean as compared to 150 mis cof liguid
Cissolving lead off the insice of a cup. I wonder if you are going to
recommend a staondard which is transferable to different surfzce areas of
ceramic gloze tested, or whether you intend to relate your quantitative
results to the number of cc's of solution in which the lezd is dissolved, or
both. I am also wondering whether you are going to demand a retesting of the
same surfzce in border~line cases. ‘

Wle are certainly glad that you undertoock the sclution of this
problem, and will await your report with greal interest.

Sincerely yours,

Howerd W. Mitchell, k.0., Chief
Bureau of Cccupational Health
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Pecenbsr 17, 1962

Amy Chyistince binert, M.D,

California Lyvpartment of Fublic Healilth
2151 Berkeley way

Berkeley 4, Calilorain

Peay ootor Einert:

In & mesting with roepresentatives of the American Potters
agsociation and cortain other interested pergons iest week, tu
oongider what wo boo been ¢oing by way of Anvestigation, and
wihat we shoulddd ¢o further, I encountercd sowe degree of concern
within the group about their not heving reported to you on the
status of the probles, It appvered to wme at the tine that
might woll waite to you and tell you wherse matiers staud,
suggested this to the group, saying that I would like vou to
understand tho sftitude of the XKetteriag iaborstory with respoect
to such roporting, st well &s the other matteys ab issuc,

[ ]

We bave had au ogportunity, with the complete codperation oi
the people in the asspociation and in the industery, to carry oul
& series of tests G saxplvs of table ware that would appear
te be representative, Stawting with & foew samples, woe have
cxXpanded our observations in various ways, in an effort to
estabilish cortain basic facts without whichr X, at leusi, ecould
not reach eny very doiinite gonciusion. I am B0t certain that
ail of the pertinest lacts are in, bul there aye enough o
Justify certain tentative contlusions. We have o few »oro
observations to meke, and meanwhile, we arc gathering as much
inforsation as possibic about the past history of thie patter in
various couniries,

¥r. Cholak and I have agrevd to prepare 8 report in which we
shall put together all the facte which we can establish fronm

the work whickh we have done, as well as those which we can obtain
from other sources. Thus far ail we have done is to present raw
Gata to the group and 1o uge it €O learn &s much 85 possible
about the Indugtry, its business and technical attitudes, its way
o producing and wswricviing 1ts wares, anc what 31 can and wili oo
W deline ant sccept its respoasibilities, I am gleascd with the
wanner in which we bave been deslit with and I want to talic wnatever
tie iz peCessnry Lo Sropsre 2 well consicered report with recou-
pencations.,

whaen we have been pbhicv to complete this task, I would iike to
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present you with 4 copy of coples of the report and sit dowa

with you and your assocliaetes and discuss it thoroughly. 8ince

the time which I can give to this is restricied somowhat by

other duties in this Department, I cannot tell you just wien

tids Ccan b doneg, bLut I am anxicus to get it done ax quickiy asn
possible, and I shell push it aling as vigorously &3 circunstatices
will pexmit.

I shall Lo depentent, to some ¢xtent, of course, on the wishes

of the people with whon and for whon we are working, but, so fay
as I nave beon able to see, there has been no obstacle in our way
Lo the full and frec exchange of professional inforasntion with you,
yeur Pesaritznent or any other official agency. A8 you Bre awarc,

¥ aw sure, this is just ebout the only way thet I can deal with
situatisns rolaling to the public hoalti,

With hindest reoards, and aisc the Season’s Greetings,

Ginceyely youxs,

Hobert A. Rehoe, k., .
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