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WANTED: A PROGRAM

GRATIFYING PEECENTAGE of central-station
YA turbives now on order ore “standards.”
Their purchasers will benefit by savings in cost
Miand all-important delivery time. Thus the
Hndardisation program jolutly sponsored by
"ASME and ATEE begios to pay dividends.
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tllure for stock, which wonld help level out peok |

at leost -half the cascs without hardship. This
leaves a substantial number of “specials” but it
nust be r bered that dardizoti
doesu’t mean higher-cost specialy; it means
lowes-cost standard units.

Aware that such a program is too ambitious
for industry today, the author presents it as a
basis for discutsion, with the hope that power
enginecrs cun agree oo some similar set of
standards. These would serve to guide equip-
ment selection for new plants, where conditions
permit Ireer. choice than in extensions and med-
ernizationa. In this way standardization would
tend to come about naturally, and each forward
step would be tested by experience.

This will not be an easy job. The technica

plexitics sre. app Not so app t
but perhaps more important to succeas or fail-
ure, are tha problems jmposed by the spresd .
of .intcrests involved. Where is the common
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“ and pn;e: mills, chemical plants aud steel mills,

breweries and metal-working establis} ta?
How can their needs and opiunions be can-
vassed? Most important, who will take the
lead in bringing these interests together?

Expericnce with large-turbine standasdization
reveals the advantages. Delay oaly further com.
plicates the problem. Let's tacklo it now!

Read and weigh the merits of Newman's pro-
possls; give some thought to ways in which you
and your industry can work with other power
engincers and industries to arrive at mutually
agreeable atandords. Let’s have your comments
ond ideas—Powsr will gladly serve as your
clearinghouse and forum.




