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T H E  D O W  C H E M I C A L  C O M P A N Y
k o , b o x : 469

A p r i l  15, 1965

M r. R . F . F lam m an g  
D iv is io n  M anager, C h em ica ls  
M agna C o rp o ra tio n  
11808 South B loom fie ld  A venue 
S anta F e  S prin gs , C a lifo rn ia  90670
D ea r M r. F lam m an g :
I  a m  rep ly in g  to  your re c e n t  in q u iry  re g a rd in g  DOWICIDE 2.
The c o n c e rn  about im p u r it ie s  in  the  su b je c t m a te r ia l  w as o c c a s io n e d  
by  an o u tb reak  of ch lo ra cn e  in  p ro d u c tio n  p e rso n n e l fo llow ing  u nu su a l 
g ro s s  ex p o su re  to in te rm e d ia te s  in  the c o u rs e  of p ro d u c tio n . B e c a u se  
t r a c e  am o un ts of the im p u r ity  w as found in  the  f in ish e d  p ro d u c t, i t  
w as fe l t  to  be ad v isab le  to s h a re  o u r  c o n c e rn  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs ,  a t  
l e a s t  u n til in v estig a tio n  could  p in p o in t the e x a c t n a tu re  of th e  im p u r ity  
and  the am oun t th a t could  p ro d u c e  an  a d v e rs e  e ffec t on  th e  skin.* *
A t th is  tim e , I am  happy to s a y  th a t  we have le a rn e d  a  c o n s id e ra b le  
am o un t about the  im p u rity  and  fe e l th a t we can  give c o m p le te  a s s u r ­
ance  th a t the  am o un ts th a t w e re  p re s e n t  in  D ow icide 2 cou ld  n o t c a u se  
c h lo ra cn e  even  w ith  g ro ss  o v e re x p o su re . In add itio n , we now  have 
a  s e lf - im p o s e d  c o n tro l s ta n d a rd  on the  f in ish e d  p ro d u c t of z e ro , u s in g  
an  a n a ly tic a l m ethod .w ith  a s e n s it iv i ty  of 1 p p m . To a n s w e r  y o u r o th e r  
q u e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  c h lo ra cn e , th is  e ru p tio n  h as  the  a p p e a ra n c e  o f 
a d o le s c e n t a cn e . I t  is  s e l f - l im ite d  and fo llow ing e x ten s iv e  m e d ic a l 
Btudy of o u r peop le  who w ere  invo lved , we a r e  s a t is f ie d  th a t  th ey  had  no 
o th e r  a d v e rse  e ffec t. I am  p le a s e d  to s a y  a t  th is  tim e  th a t  the  ep iso d e  
h as  la rg e ly  su b s id ed .
1 hope th a t the above co m m en ts  w ill a n s w e r  m o s t of y o u r q u e s tio n s  an d  
g ive you adeq uate  r e a s s u ra n c e  on the sa fe ty  of D ow icide 2.
V ery  s in c e re ly .
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