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S ep tem b er 19» 1972

M r. B a r ry  X. C aB tlem an 
305 W est B iddle S tre e t  
B a ltim o re , M ary land  21201

D e a r M r. C a9 tlem an :

I am  tak ing  the l ib e r ty  o f rep ly ing  to your le t te r  da ted  
A ugust 3, a d d re s se d  to  D r. T . H . S helley , D ire c to r  o£ ou r 
C e n tra l .R esearch  L a b o ra to r ie s . F i r s t ,  le t  m e e x p re s s  ou r 
a p p re c ia tio n  o f your b ring ing  to o u r a tten tio n  your c o n cern  about 
the p o ss ib ili ty  th a t ta lc  by i ts e l f  m ay  be a c a rc in o g e n . A s we 
m a rk e t  ta lc  we have r e a l  c o n c e rn  about any p o ten tia l h a rm fu l 
e ffe c ts  i t  m ay  have and have been m o n ito rin g  on a continuing 
b a s is  the w orld  l i te r a tu r e  on the b io lo g ica l a c tiv ity  of ta lc . We 
a re  p r im a r i ly  in te re s te d  in  d e te rm in in g  w hether the c o sm e tic  
u se  of ta lc  can  c a u se  any  h a rm fu l e ffe c ts  and a t th is  tim e  have 
no re a s o n  to believe  th a t ta lc  a lone w ill induce n eo p lastic  ch an g es.

The pub lica tion  by K leinfeld  (A rch , E x p e r. H ea lth , 14; 
663-7 , 1967) th a t you m entioned  in  your le t te r  ia fa m ilia r  to us 
and , a s  you know, r e p o r ts  on the  inc idence  of pu lm onary  c a n ce r  
in  m in e rs  w orking  in  ta lc  m in es  w hich  contained  tre m o lite  and 
se rp e n tin e .

X a m  subm itting  som e po in ts  w hich su p p o rt o u r p o sitio n  
th a t  p u re  ta lc  is  not a c a rc in o g e n  w hich  m ay  be o f in te r e s t  to you.

1. The m o n ito rin g  of a d v e rs e  e ffec ts , re la tin g  to 
the c o m m e rc ia l  u se  o f a p ro d u c t th a t has been  
m a rk e te d  fo r over 70 y e a rs  by us and used 
c o s m e tic a lly  fo r c e n tu r ie s .

2. The con tinuing  rev iew  of the w orld  l i te r a tu r e  on 
ta lc  show s th a t i t  h as  been  used  th e ra p e u tic a lly  
w hen in tro d u ced  in to  the p le u ra l  c a v ity , has been
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} in tro d u ced  into the p e rito n e a l cav ity  from  

ra p tu re d  s u rg ic a l  ¿ loves and has been re s p ire d  
by in d u s tr ia l  w o rk e rs , in  both the p le u ra l 
ca v ity  and the p e rito n e a l cav ity  ta lc  producoB 
lo ca l f ib ro s is  in the t is su e o  and to  d a ta  we have 
not been ab le  to find any r e p o r ts  o f c a n c e r  in 
the oKtonaiva m ed ica l l i te ra tu re  on th is  su b jec t.

E x c e ss iv e  ex p o su re  to ta lc  c a u se s  talc  os is  in 
m in e rs , and I know o f no d a ta  to in d ica te  tha t 
c a n c e r  o£ the lung o c c u rs  in such  m in e rs  exposed  
to ta lc  f re e  o f a s b e s to s . $

3. C o n tro lled  s tu d ie s  have baen conducted in h a m s te rs  
In w hich ta lc  w as in troduced  into lungs and p leu ra  
and thn r e s u l ts  showed no c a n c e r  developm en t when 
the a n im a ls  w e re  followed fo r th e ir  life . T hese  (V '
d a ta  w ere  in c o n tra s t  to  r e s u l ts  ob tained  when. 
a s b e s to s  w as used  in p lace  of ta lc . A  p a p e r  on 
th ese  s tu d ie s  w ill sh o rtly  be re p o rte d  in  the m ed ica l 
l i t e r a tu r e .

4 , la  o r d e r  to co n firm  the find ings re p o r te d  in  *3‘, two 
s e p a ra te , ex ten s iv e  an im a l s tu d ie s  a r e  being con«

1 ducted  independently  in w hich the a n im a la  w ill inhale 
} ts lc  fo r d iffe re n t tim e  p e rio d s  and w ill be followed 
i for th e ir  life tim e  and thou exam ined  h is to lo g ica lly .

Your com m en t co ncern ing  the follow  up of ta lc  m in e rs  to 
d e te rm in e  the cauae  of th e ir  dea th  is  p e rtin en t but ie  tim e  eonoum lng, 
and the n u m b ers  involved a r e  re la tiv e ly  e m a il. H ow ever, in o rd e r  ^
to  ob tain  ep id em io lo g ica l da ta  m o re  ra p id ly , w© a re  c u r r e n t ly  fo llow - ^
lag  an  « » tensive  ep id em io lo g ica l su rv e y  of the c a u se  o f d ea th  in a 
la rg e  g roup  of in d u s tr ia l  w o rk e rs  exposed  to ta lc  w ith  a  view  to d e te r ­
m in ing  w h e th er they d iffe r  fro m  o th e r a p p ro p r ia te  pop u la tio n s . la  
add ition  wo a r e  a ttem p tin g  to ob tain  data  on the c a u se  o£ d e a th  of

*Van O rs tra n d , H .D .:  T a lc  p n eu m o co n io sis , C h es t, 58(1):2, 
Ju ly , 1970
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Mr. Barry Ï. Castloman -3 - September 19. 1972,

ta lc  m in e rs  and d e te rm in e  if  the  c a u se  o f dea th  d if fe rs  fro m  o th e r 
popu la tions.

I  am  hopeful th a t the co m m en ts  1 have su b m itted  w ill be of 
a s s is ta n c e  to  you.

We a p p re c ia te  your in te r e s t  in  w ritin g  to us and look 
fo rw ard  to supply ing  you w ith  p e rtin e n t pub lished  data  a s  they  becom e 
a v a ila b le .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

G avin  H ild ick°S m lth , M. D , , F . A , A . P . 
GHStMMS D ire c to r  of C lin ica l R e se a rc h

c c : M r. L. F o s te r  
M rs . D. M atsu  
D r . W. N ashed 
D r . T . Shelley
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