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A8 CHEMICAL REGULATION REPOATER

(Current Report, Jan. 21, p. 1188). In December 1582, GAO
released 2 separate report requested by the Senate commit-
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For additional informastion on the GAD data tranfer,
contact the TSCA Assistance Office (T5-799), Office of Toxic
Subsiances, EPA, Room E-511, 401 M St S W., Washingion,
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what may be the last segsion for four of its memberx. -,
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waste geoeration and land disposal, oy
Yorm of waste -

den said that by creating a logical connection bé

Fax paid and the ulumate quantity of waste produced,
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“tha disposal of wastes would thes become a direct cont of
doing basiness and waukd enter into the dosain af ‘botton
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jate Stover, vice president and director of gov
reiations Jar CMA, said the industry supports replacing
fendstock with waste-end Gax becanse the
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VANCOUVER, B.C. ~ (By a BNA Staff Cocrespondent

riece. of the Occupational Sifety and Bealth
Administration in' regulating ngl chloride as a workplace
carcinogen serves “as a lesson in’ the perl of ignoring
expirimental evidence of ¢arcinogenicity,”'an agency re-
saarcher told a May 13 sesxion of the International Confer-
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CURRENT REPORT

presented unpublished evidence the same year to chemical
companies showing what industry scientists viewed as a
demonstration of tumor excesses in rats exposed to as low
as 5,000 ppm

These, along with interim findings measuring effects at
ievels lower than 500 ppmn, were kept confidential “ ‘to avord
overreaction by the Department of Labor and [the National
Institute for Qccupational Safety and Health)'" Infante
said, quoting f{from interna] Union Carbide Corp.
cotrespondence.

Government 12bor, and private researchers did not Jearn

of the “expanding knowledge of the carcinogenicity of vipyl
chloride” until Janvary 1974, he stated, wben industry rep-
resentatives notified the government of two deaths from
liver angiosarcoma that occurred 27 moaths apart among
workers who cleaned reactor vessels at & B.F. Goodrich
plant in Louisville, Ky. “Almost simultapeously, the findings
of liver angmnrcoma in rats exposed to vinyl chlotide were
made public,” be added.

May Have Gone Undetected

OSHA promulgated an emergency temnporary standard in
April 1974 on the basis of this information, Infante stated.
“Had it not been for the identification of vinyl chloride-
induced cancers in werkers, a standard probably would not
bave been promulgated in such an expeditious manner,” he
argued. “Furthermore, had the initial cancers observed in
workers not been of a rare type, the carﬂnogemmty of vinyl
chloride in humans may have gope undetected.”

In addition, it was not until “much later” that the govern-
ment learned of eight liver angiosarcoma cases at a single
Canadian plant occurring between 1955 and 1973 in workers
who died at age 53 or younger. “Not a single epidemiologic
study had been completed at the time of the 1974 [OSHA]
hearings, and, as preliminary results began to unfold, an
epidemic was apparent.” Infante said.

OSHA's remaining unaware of the Canadian deaths during
its rulemaking proceedings “does not leave ope with much
confidence in the current practice of epidemiological cancer
surveillance,” be argued, adding that “one can rarely rely
upon medical reports of cancer to detect workplace epide-
mics.” He pointed instead to the utility of laboratory studies
to uncover harards before they become apparent io bumans.
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c;htﬁ SOUGHT ON EXTRACTION METHOD

FOR TOXIGITY OF HEXAVALENT CHBOMIUM

The Env i gency is extending the
comment peritdqd on a amend hazardous waste
management lations to mak¢ the extraction procedure
for determining to hexavalent chromium
instead of total gency annoanced May 17 (48

October 1980 because, it md

trivalent chromium converied to hexa-
when released from a land disposal or
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Com ts also were sought on documnented instances in
which trivalent chromium leached from a lapdfill, surface

nd treatment facility.
_ 1o addition, EPA agked for cemments on any evidence

by trivalent chromium to the
peed for regulation under
the Resource Phnservation and ery Act.

Comments may be submitted to et Clerk, Docket No.
261-83-4 Hexavalent Chromium, O of Solid Waste

(WH-565), EPA, 401 M St. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.
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