- July 29, 1935

¥r. Re As Traliner

Safety and Ratling Department

Genernl Accident Assurance Corp.
General Bullding

Lith and Walnut Streets :
Philadelphis, Pa. '

Dear Mr, Trainers

. We have your letter of July 2Lith addressed
to Dr. Robert A. Kehoe. Dr. Kehoe will be out of the
laboratory for some time end I am btaking the liberty
of answering you in the Interim. He mmy wish to dliscuss
the matter more fully with you affer his return.

We gather from your first paragraph that
vyou are most Interested in the dermatlitis haogard
asgociated with the handling of Ethyl Gasoline. If -
such 1s the case, the publication of the ‘United States
Department of Labor conbtains very 1little information
for you, as the only reference to irritation in that
publlication 1s limited to g statement that Ethyl Gasocline
is irritating when gotten into the eyes, with no cone
clusive evidence offered that Ethyl (Gasoline is more
irritating in this reapect than others not conbtalning
leade. It has been established hy the previous work
of this laboratory under the direction of Ir, Kshoe
that there i1s no hezard to the gasoline handlers or
econsumers from Ethyl Gasoline due to the lead contained
in it, We are forwarding you under separate cover the
111 dilscussion of this problem in the form of a reprint
of a paper of Dr. Kehoet's.

To return again to the gquestion of dermatitis,
we have been informed of a numbdr of cases of dermatitis
alledged to bo due to the handling of Ethyl Gasollne during
the past ten years, and have investigated many of these
complaintz. JTn no instance has it developed that the
Ethyl Fluld in gasollne was in any way involved in producing
the dermatitis. We have, furthermore, been able tc find
no experimentel or clinical evidence that Ethyl Gasoline
is more irritating to the skin than other gasbdlines.

It 1s true, however, that in recent years gasolines have
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. Re A¢ Trainer

become increasingly more irritating due in all probabllity
to the higher proportions of “"oracked" gasoline added to
improve the antieknock ratinge These "cracked" gasolines
contalin appreciable amounts of olefines and dlolefines.
These oxidige and - polymérize to form a great varlety of
intermediate compounds, many of which are extremely irrie
tating and finally go over into a relatively solid gum.

If we can be of any further assistance to
you, do not heslitate to address us.

Very truly yours,

Williard Ie lachle, H,D.
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