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Lead Industries Association, Inc. - -

252 Madieon Avenue ¢+ Mew Yoril N.Y. 10017« Telephone: (212) §79-0030

November 5, 1973

SUBJECT: EPA's CATALYTIC
COLVERTER STUDIES

TO THE MENBIRS OF THE LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, INC.:

You are undoubtedly avare of recent nevs ¢tories dealing
vith FPA's nevly discovered misgivings about the use of the
catalytic converter. EPA's researchers are nov concernsd sbout
the possible hazards involved in the use of this device vhich
vould require the use of unleaded gascline. FYor your informa-
tion, ve are attaching & copy of & nevs release on this sudbject
by Senator Johm V. Tunney of California to which the EPA memoran-
dum oo the coaverter vas attached.

Ve thought this (nformation might be helpful in any
discussions you might have vith your emplqyees, community
opinion leaders and, members of Congress. It certainly
puts a nev light on the lead and gascline issus. |

Very truly yours,

2.5 A

Philip §. Robinson
Executive Vice President =
Lead Industries Associstion
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FFoa SEJATOIL JONN V. TUPALY

Phoan: 291/225-2638 .
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Senator John V. Tunﬁcy (0-Calif.) sald today thet o rnc.ut'

e

high level Envlironamentsl Trotection Agency -oloraﬁddl Indicates

that the catalytic conaverter “may bs nothliag more thst @
Frankensteln noaster.” . oo ..
: ‘ 1 have long ergued that It will cost A-crlg;a u;;orl;to
; illloas of dollars. annueily because of poor alleage and
‘ Jrequent ;cya!rt." Tunnsy safd.
? © T Mow oallnzornul EPA meaoranduam reports that Is may
: ollute our alr with more dangerous polsons tham It was sup~
6 v2ed to eliniagte., D ’ ’
Yif wothing mera, the EPA mamo should result fa a
coaplete and Intensive re-examlalation of whethcr the device

a thould be Installed ln our sutos. The msmo substantiates the

need for an lomedlata program to duvelop an slternative to

tha Iaterna! combustlion englne, which | long have edvocated’

“The cemoc mskes clear It would be extremely reckle.s

to ellow the State of Callfofnlas to bs used as the guinea

pig for testing the etfocts of the catslyst until the dangers

of enlsslons of acid serosols, suspended sulfates and nobdle

metals are fully deteralined,
fnoRgE .
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“EPA Asststant Adalnfstrator Stanley éra-nfl!ol‘o
wemO 83ys that delay la the use of the catalyst for ona ) ¢
year would 'not grestly effect p oJc:tol.roductlonl‘la sabfeat
lavals of carbon monoxide snd photochemical ledanfl." ia

fact he stetes thaet *the differences ars not likely to bo-

.
.

detacted by exlisting amblent slr monltoring stations.*’
“A delay obviously s neaded In order to assure
therough and systematic testling of these highly questiocaabls

devices. . . A

“0a tha other ha there should be no realaxatioa of

. ° [}
our alr quallty standards, -

“Consequantly, | plan to press ahead with ay b11l for

an dlternative to the Internal comdustlon englne, Extenslve

hocrings alresdy have basn beld, and the Commerce Committse
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‘stortly will act oa the measurs, “ . .
Attached 1s the £PA meso, ‘ t . . - )
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