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DIGEST OF INDUSTRIAL HYQIENE
theratm--News—-Developonta -

Hews Itams

418 Malnutrition.
The National Kutrition Conference on Detenso. which was recently held in Wasbe

ington, D. C., included two sessions presented by the Section on Hutrition in
Industry. The effects of malrutrition on vorking efficiency, also measures for
improving the diot and nputrition of workers were disocussed. Recent dietary
studies among large reprosentative samples of the people of ths United States,
olinical studies among smaller groups, and tho examination of men called up,
for military service show clearly that podr dfets and undernourisiment ere wide
sproad in ths country. While there is nmo ground for alamist statazents, the
facts are Sericus emough to be a genuine cause of weakneads in the preseat natfic
al emergency and to warrant national attentionm and comcerted aotion, Undex-
nourishkment is more insidious and less obvious in 1ts effects than a dissase
opidemic, but it is pot loss harmful. Recommendations madp to the Conference
hy this Section included: (1) special attention should be paid to the diet of
all workers and particularly to the diet of daefense worksrs, and (2) the cooper
ation of each State should be enlisted bty urging the govarnor to call a State-
wide nutritional conference. The efforts should include an educational cem-
paign, and provision for restaurant and lunch facilities in fectories. Defense
2, 19, (June 3, 1941) end Industrial Hygiems, 1, 2 (May, 1941).

419 Ocoupational Heelth Exposures as Related to tho Oporn Factory m‘

There 1s a tendency during the waxm summer months to open windows in an attempt
to obtain better ventiletion. In many factories and workshops there are occ
pational health hazards effectively controlled- -by means of local exheust gystex
whose exact balance may be upset by stray ailr ouwrrents. In this way, toxic
matorials may be swept into the genersl atmosphsro and endanger tho health of
the workers. Under normal room air conditions processes, such as acid dip-
ping, alkali cleaning, electroplating, lacquer dipping, lead hardening, spray
painting, or vapor degreasing by means of chlorinated hydrocardons, may be opel
ated with the health hazards fully under contxol, but a brecze or draft from a
open window may offset, to a major extont, the mechanical moans provided to
guard against disscmination of toxic materials. It often happons that the -
disocharge of a local exhaust system 15 relatively near a window so that when
opened, toxic materials may be roturned to the workroom. This 18 particularly
true when tho discharge is opposed to the provailing sumier wind, During
warm weather, it is essontisl for comfort, unless air conditianing is provided,
that many windows bo oponcd, However, carc must be taken to oliminate drafts
in the vicinity of .processes involving the use of toxio materials, through the
eroction of suitable baffles or the locking of occasiocnal windowa thoreby
assuring tho effeotive operation of axiating control measured. Conn, Healtl

. Bull,, 83, 145 {May, 1941).




