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¥r, We Ao Reanier

Whits 041l Sales
Asscciated 01l Company

79 New lMontgomary Street
Sen Frencisco, California

- Dear ¥r. Reanlers

Your letter of April 26th (Pile 15«1JFJ)

' addreaéad to lir. 3am Wagner of the Ethyl Gasollne
. Corporation with respect to a letter of Mr, Joseph

Sehneilder's has been referred to me from the Hew York
office of the Fthyl Gascline Corporstion. In making
reply to Mr. Schnelder®s guestions, it 1s probably

~ just as well to make elear my connection with this

whole matter for vour Informaticn. As Director of

the Medical Department of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
I havs been responsible for the prommlgation of pre-
cautionary measures for the handling of Ethyl Fluid

and Have scted as advisor to. the Lthyl Gasoline
Corporation in all matters concerned with public health
aspects of its business. In this comnsction it 1s worth

“while, perhaps, to point out that the questions which

Mr. Schnelder has in mind have obviocusly been in the
minds of a great many people for a number of years,
and ‘in my position of pecullar reapanaibility this
has 'been the uppormost gquestion to be considered. It

1s gcarcely likely that I should take the poaition that

the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation was: justified in promobting
eny. eammeraial enberprise which endangered in any way

the heaslth of the Americen publiec. This brings me to

state my segcond point of condact with this question in

that a8 a mamber of the mediesl faculty of the University

of Cincinnabl, and es Director of the Laborstory of

Applia@ Physiology, I have direoted most of the experimental
worlke which has been carried on in order to determ ne whether
or not there is any denger assoclated with the use and
distributian of lended gasoline. ig priraery responsibliity.ls,
of course, that of a medlcal investigator end I am in the
capacity of advisor td the Ethyl Gasc 1ue Corporation only
by ﬁha aacldent,‘so to apeak, of having been associated
with &his expeﬁmmantal provlem from its inception.

Now having disposed of myszelf and my connections,
I should }ike to outline briefly the expefimental work which
has been done in this laboratory and elscwhere over a period
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wers carried out at the Unlted States Bureau of Mines
ixperiment Station as a study of the influence of the
lead in exhaust gases. Thlis consisted of a long ex-
perimental program which resulted in the conclusion.
thaﬁ the amnunts of 1ead 1nhaled by tha meoat exposed
ind} Lod of time could be rogarded
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' There 1ls, I beliave, no problem in connection
with the public health which has been more thoroughly and
more exhaustively studied than this question of leaded
gesoline, and it is entirely proper that thls should be
the case since if thers were a danger, it wonld be so
widespread as to defy any kind of regulabion or precaution.
I merely state. th@ fact that 1t has been 50 carefully ine
vestigated in mrdar to damonstraba a po*nb which T wish
to meke which is that 1% is 1nccnaeivable that any industry
should takei‘ichance on & buqimass enterpriee which involved
pessible danger to the public in Beneral, To do so without
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adequate investipgation would bs indeed foolhardy.frem
a purely commerclal polnt of view,.

How as to the guestion of warnings to the
publie in the form of signs on pumps etc. It must be
recpgnized. that- a e these precautionary measures
were first : .was. nct adequata evidencs
as Lo what : :

;fuﬂs a eunse~

'ined lead
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nee of the
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purpose and np other, - Asm@¢ 2 &
let me po’nt pub that lea gagul*ne is u:aatisfacrory
in & measure as a dry=-cl fluld or as fuel for stoves
and lampa. mnreovea it s ‘1 not be used in the form of
a spray on motor parss or qn mot@rs parbigul@rl3 when

the laﬁtqr are hot. %03‘“?$r5 g&soline ifself is a some=~
what aan erous material in my opinion, any type of
warni ng hich tends. to caution p“ople to gandle it with
greater aa“e, is a distﬁm advantage. Fpr there reasons,
theveforq, I consider it duiﬁab‘e to maintain the present
precautiunary measures w‘,‘fralaﬁion to l@a&ed gasoline.

In order to make somuwhat clearsr the backe
ground of the experimental work which has besn dons on
this subject, I am encldsing herewith a copy of the lateat
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article on ths subject in which the latest experimental
observations of this laboratory are reported. This apbicle
containsg references to all the 1iterature on the sub ject
and provides the means of obtalning all the documentary
evidence that is availsble.

In eddition to wha®% I have sald above, I
should state that an article is now almost ready for
publication in which 55111 mors conglusive and refined
experimental observatlons are reported. This erticle will

appear in médical literature at a very early dabte.

I trust this will give you the information |
which you require for lr. Schneider, bubt if there 1s
anything further, please do not hesitate 'to let me know.

Very truly yours,

RaK:eim ‘ Robert A Kehcey, el
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