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A fatal cancer of the
chest and abdominal cavi-
tiss {8 cropping up among
the nation’s asbestos work-

ers. . -

So rare that 20 years ago it
wagnt even in the mwedical
textbooky the capcer i3

Parks . called mesothelioma, and
“.Premlers and foreigh|scems almost pecullar to
wmintsters of five Eurg) prople exposed to aghestos.
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The view) of tbe premisfs Mesothelloma was “irs:
tpotlighted in 1960, when a
1 South African doctor found X
cases among the people Uv-
ing and working in the Cape
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countries last week
pressed or, tmplied
degrees
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years.’ .
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Nobody knows how many
Amerieans have had mesoth. |
‘woma. Evea today doctaral
have trouble spotting: it -~
whether they’re trying to|
dingmose it in & person still]
alive or pin it down at an ay-
pey. .
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the last three years, doctors
in thre¢ statet have turned.
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them appeared to have had
0o real exposure to agbestos.
The other &0 could all be
traced to -asbestos cuntact,
either because they worked
with i, lived with people who
“{did or Hved (n netghdorhoods
whore the xir was heavily
Inden with asbestos dust.
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whether on the contrary it ® |cancer o any way affected

Jlation workers in the New
York metropolitan area.
" Tracing the lives of 812
merpbers of the Asbestoy
Workers Unlon who were on
the unlon Tolls before Jan, 1,
11943, Dr. Selivoft found that
235 of them had died by Jaa.
1, 1963, ’
, SURPRISE
i Some of what he found did
t (ot surprise him — that 12 of:
o the 255 died of asbestosis, a
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mn“““““nnmru 'sasp brought op by years of
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Belglum Premier Phul; Dr. Selikol sleo found that
Vanden Boeynants charged |45 of the men had died of
that in “'blocking” negotla. ,lung cancer, & rate 6.8 times
tions with Britain against the |Ngher than that in the nor-
will of the five other member |Ma! adult male population.
countries and the market |Even more surptising, he
commission, France had re- (ound five deaths due to me-
versed normal progediyes jothelioma, “This incidence
thet, he sald, require that of more then 1 percent,” sald
“ali possible etforts be made |Dr- Selkoff, “ls strikingly
fo avold® an unbridgeable high for a tumor which is
disagreement. i |8enerelly considered to be
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southeastern part of the State
they sent' 3 questionnsire,
asking the hospitats to report
all mesotheliomas diagnosed
betwesn 1958 and 1963

Back camf 43 documented

4of which could not be traced
to asbestos exposure.

Tenvkilmsn“be"i

cases of the disense, only 11|23

who Worked ax arbestos fnat-
lators in & shipyard.
DEATHS .
Of 10 deaths which sesmed
“questionable” asbestos ex-

tined out to be imen whe
worked in asbestos plants.
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members — a three-year-od
gir] ,whose father was ¥n as-
bestos engineer, & nurse
whose father bas worked for
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and & woman with two song

Another was s worker In 2
brewery, where it turned out
that beer 12 filtered throwgh

ploys 5000 workers.
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