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ent findings on heallh 722;.
y ashestos workers caught

" +2\ natural cesoutcesdepart-

% bisurprise, says a highly

2 1 dparinient source,

txadear sludy, conducted by a

.1 $igai Medical School team and
_.Nv.h- March 3. found that 61 per

.‘A.m.:q

200 asbesios workersin

e Mines with more than 20
.:. experience have developed

fung sbrormalities, —....u.s... per conl
were found f{o have ashestosis,
someliines falab dlisease cavsed by
the inhatation of asbestos fibres,

Last week, ® brlel gunouncement
from Resources Minister Gitles
Masse’s office sald orders would be
fssued for stricier caforcernent of ex-
isting vegubations on asbestes fibre
air poYlution In plants. .

The announcement siso sald & jaw
wold be drafted 1o provide m:za..

fnes for .__:_:_:_n 3:...2._2.

The depariment source told Tne
Moxtnead  Sram: | “Mlhovgh we
had been Inspecting these siles (as-
bestos “mikes and :niltg) on a falrly
regular basts, we hadn't perhaps
ptaced as .:cn.. g_e_z:_u on .-.a mol.
ler 35 we showld havi n...

Me added thal e depariment Is
sesponsible for safely Inspeciions al
850 mindng opcralions scross the
_.:_.ﬁ..sn and only has 19 nspeclors

.o do the Job.
TN would take two :5..:5 to lake
proper alr samples In one large mitl
opersied by the Ashestos Corp. tn’
Thetford Mines. So you can see the
enotnily of our lask.”™

Sofety hos been & major lssve In
conlract 19)ks befween the asbestos
compantex and workers, who went on
sirthe early yesterilay.

“We don't dare falk bceavse we
tovid be occused of supporiing cither

f .

one of :z. txo partles.” the resoucces
departinent ofticial ssld prior to the
slrike. “So wa've gathceing all the
facts am! Ge'll drafl wew .Q_urzoa
based on our findings.

“There's Hitle tloub!, honever, __..n
the Mount Sinst :.._x.: fs emerging
as » slrong bargaining point In .ueon
of the yndons,” he said,

Quebee has treltlonally based o
bestox mill Ingpectlons on U.S. stand-
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irerovered parl of 2 sunken Soviet
7 taaenarine which yielded mitilasy se-
vith profound nations) sccurity
- meteations. The Los Angeles Times
- conlirmed.

The recorvery was the culminotlon
ol a remarkoble siz-year Intelligence
cfort which invofved the building of
o huge vessels, oslensibly to pi-

UOMC;T:}A 1ON .

- mngre e wuncune srediven T #

Annlvsis of the -322& wreck-
age supplied evidence conlivmirg that
the Russians were orming conven-
tior.2) undersea crall with Potaris.
type nuciear missiles and aiso with
nuclesr-tipped orpedoes,

it had not been proved umil be
recovery last year that this class of
submarine was carryving missites of

PP o

——— e g

cance for the Sirategic Arms Limita.
tions Talks, o

Whut C1A cgents tearned olco hd
themt to bLeieve they were on e
verge of brearing the Russiun cude,
Teng o =_.,.,"\.Q fo U.S. cryplogra-
phers.

Fewer than 8 bodles were se-
covered fromn lhe Soviet vessc). They

I

" g 29\_43_ W«,e, . ‘

e w o eesvree mstieiwans e

v»..«na ._.ian the rites nhich were
recorded on videotape and sound,

The Times early lost mouth was
the first to report that the C1A, using
@ vcvolollonagy ucean wmining craft
purportedly owued by Moward
flughes, had recovered o Russihan
submarine.

Bul, in the Intercst of nalional se-

QES& tion skepti

R I T e Bt

_zu}uzn Intelligence coups in Amer
can mititay btslory.

The Times e publishing the stor
now beeause of N partial disclosus]
Iast night by the New York Thney
Syadicated columnntst Jack Anderso
gave detalls on the Mutual Broadeus
ing Systein.

Andersor said the C1A failed In §

:w JOUN WILDGUST
The S'ar's Qucbec Burenu

ourassa wants
rolitical code ¢

QUEREC — The Rournstsa govary

ment aeneunced plans vesierday

clean houss on the scautdal-clulter
T p— m

y

fional asscinbly seal amid charpq

that he had been on the gorernmer
pavrall as o lawyer, in violallon
the Legislalure Act,

}_,.& CZ.S_» have _. * altacke
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ards. Offenders could be proseculed
under Quebee Mining Act reguinlions,
but the depariment officiat couid not
cecafl {he fast lime & (frm was prose- -
cuted. C e
v “Up until last surimer ! the accepl-
,-able tevel was five million dust pmtl-
. cles per cubic foot of alr,* he said.
“Now, the new norm I3 (ive flbres of
- five mlcrons per cuble centimeice of
Loeig” .
Quebee has not fully adopled the
new norm In Its Inspections because
{ of problems wilh tibre polivtion
© counts,
Dr. J. Corbeit MacDonald,of
H McGilf Unlversiiy's department of ept.

demiofogy and heality, sald: .

“There [8 a definile probtem . .,
 but it is not because sclentists can't
measute the number of (ibres In a
euble centimeire of air,
“The ditficulty is in obtalning re-
. peatable answers when you mcasure
: fibses. Answers are more yepealalile
when you measute dust pacticles.”
Inspectors” tindlngs are based on
over-all readings. In some parts of a
mill or mine dust levels may be
falrly constant, bul asbeslos fibre pol-
lution con very greatly fyotn one
phase of the operallon 1o another.
When ssbestos.bearlng vock--the
best of which iy only seven per cent
asbestos—Is mined, there may be a
,high concenfratlon of dust but & Jow
fibre pollution lovel. ~ - ‘
in the refining process, dusl tevels '
may remain falrly constant but fibre
pollution may increase greatly, reach-

ing a peak whon the asbestosls
bogged. ,

- “This makes It hard to meesure
fitres because thelr numhers vary

_.lrom one operatlan lo snolher and

from one tloar of a2 mill to the next,
said MacDonald. )
Danger
fle said the five:nicron slze I
used In the standards because K s
belleved to bte the mosl dangerous
slee. .
*Qur Yndings so far Indicate that
Yarge ond smalt fihras are tess harm.
ful thon middle-sized ones neasuring
five snicrons, The larger fibres are
too big to penetrate the ltung tissue,
while the very sinall ones have fess
kick snd are thus less harmfuf."” .
‘The tesonrces depariment oiliclal
said Quebec feels (he U.S. standard
of tive Utires per cuble centimetre is
adequate because of the tmited refin.
Ing done here. Most of our asbestos
'3 exporled for processing and it isin
the processing stages thul dangerous
five-ntcron fbres are most prevatent.
Englond, he sald, processes ashes.
fos nte textiles and It adheres to a
standard of only two libres éf five
microns per cuble cenllmelre, be-
cause of workers® conslant cenlact
with fibres of this size.

- “In Quebee we're alse caught be.

.

lween wanting to eaforce the kind of-

standacds they have In England and
trylng lo be cealistte so Lt we don't
force the closure of our millls.

“The Industry has told ua that it
we want 1o enler  ‘wo flbres, they'tt
have 1o stut do.x  aeir nillts which

would have to be practicatly torn
down to acco.nmitdate propsr air pur-
lters.

“They've agrecd, however, to In-
slall the fatest cquipment In sny new
plants they build, :

“fn the past we fell {hal the taw
shouldn’t be loo stilf or cfse we
would have discouraged comnponics
from opening new asbestos processing
mitls here,”

Ite sdded that the planned tegista-
Yion will glve companies a period of
live years to reduce asbastos lilire
pollution 1o the legal minkinum.

“Toe US. has tough laws which
are fclng companies to close plants
snd reopen them fn Mesteo and Tol-
wan. There uere only two such
plants n Mextco o 1970 and now
there sre 25." :

:—:q.#u

An immediate soluiton fo the prob-
fem, he ssid, would be for workers to
wear masks “but the guys don't like
masks because they'te uncombornia.
ble." t-

The companles lrled for years (o
msake the workers wear masks “bul
they ended up wearlng them ayound
thelr necks, the official said.

“The government wouldnt fike to
have 1o force them by taw to weor
masks bul It's possible we may have
fo do It il we find that there’s liitle
chance tn the short term of clesning
up thele envieonment because of e
hetvy costs volved.” - -

The offic)al sald tasts carcled out by
(Le recources depattoent toe Thetfued

/

Mines In recent months showed read.
Ings of 85 (2 six fibres per cudie
centimetre of afs,

“This is a far cey from the 50 (o
€0 fibres the unions have been claim.
lng. Bt owr teadings wete svernges
of slr samples taken at various spols
In the mills—not fusl readings ob.
lalr.ed, for exsmple,divectlyover
bags being Nllled under pressure with
asheslos.™

White the department hes trled In
the past lo enforce .S, stondards ot
five million dust particles per cuble
foot, he sald. the enforcement in
some cases may have been tax be.
cause of the companies’ stand (hat
they would have to close dawn thelr
:.__“.u i the governmentmadell
tougher on them. .

“But in the light of lhese latest
findings, well have lo stiflfen our
faws ond enforce them more rigor-
ously. We'll also have lo hire more
Inspectors and those rldiculous: fines
of $25 3 day sl have to be beeled
up conslderably.”

Desplte rocent unfon concern about
alr pollution Tn Thetford Mines plants,
he sald, “there remains the undisput.
able fact that they couldn’t have con-
sidered the siluatlon alt that bad be-
cause stncs 1068 they onfy lodged two
olficlal complalnts with our deparl-
nrent,”

Another government body cur-
renily taking % cleser fook at the
protince’s ashestos mills is Dr. Vie.
for Gotdblopm’s emironment depurl.
men’ .

Lt recent intestlew, Gotdhl
natd L Mounl Sieii repott “mandt

' Quebec 3@.&% tougher asbestos stand

the problem appear more setloy
fhan we were previously led to be’
leve.” . |

“When 1 fiest became minicter. o
the environment. tIn 13701, it wasn'
certaln whelher 3 wonld be responst |
ble for this ares of jucisdiction so
went (o the asbesios producing are
snyway and J mel the medical peopl
hired by the companies,

“They 3ssured me thal there ha
been 2 reduclion in the frequency o ;
the main diseases attsibuted lo asbes
tos. Each decade had shoun improve
ments ard F'm sure these is som.
truth to this but at the same time

Is the length of exposure.

“The Sinat report shows that thi
measures taken by the company
clinic delayed the phenomenogn bul ;-
Is stii} occureing afler long cxposure

And this shows we haven't w.n.,..w.mm :
fearned how 1o protect \he worker: mmu :
e

LA
£674,

cotnpletely.' .
Goldbleom added that earlier com

12_._« of dangecaus asbestos me:,.m_w

evels in the drinking water of Thet.
ford Mines ﬂ_o..a unfounded (ollon-
Ing tests by his department.

“This was & blt of 9 scare bul

no higher incldence of stomack can.
cer which would have been ihe case
bad the water conlalned high tevels
of osbestos,” '

" He added thal his depariment fs”

sending  epacial teama to study the
quality of lhe rlr fn the asbestos
fauts !n coopecation with ctperts
tom the teter -« drpartment
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ny JOSH FREED -

TRETFORD MINES — Doctors who
sperated 3 clinic for the asbestos
companies liere have admilled they
€7 not always inform workers suffer-
mg trom ashestosis of the full extent
of their itiness.
tn addition, they ofien permitied
25 employees fo continue working
18 arcas dangerous 1o thelr healihy

@%amgm clinic

-o_rnq than referring them fo the
Workmen's Compensation Board.

The clinle records were subject fo
government inspection but unill 1972,
the inspector was Dr, Paul Cartier,
the same man emploved by Ihe com-
panles from 1910 untit last year fo
head their clinic.

Curtier yeslorday told Tue

MoxtRzAl Stan he had permiited

ST

SR

L

RIe!

B

sick workers o remaln In the mines
and mills yeors alter he had oh-
setved symploms of osbestosis “he-
cause the men didn’t want fo be
reporled Nl and betransferred to
lower paving jobs.”

Carlicr sald he did this because he
thought il was tn the best Interest of
the workers” ond was nol, as tnion
leaders have clahmed, told to do it by

?

Zn 03_:363 in order {o save (hein
f tion setll 1
* The companics also deny any col
fuslon. W. . Qughlred, president of
Asbestos Corp., fargest of the four
Thetford Mines ashestos companies,
gays he kucw “Jilife or mothing of
how the chinic operated.”

“We Just set up the clinle because
the government ssked us fo, bul we
1

stayed st arm’s distance from t ond
uever Inferfered with its operation,
We just pnid the bils,"

Mad the sick men been sen) to the
compensatlon board and awarded dis.
abltity poxments, the compantes
would have been required fo poy
fump sum premiuns to the govern-
menl of brineen §5.000 and $75.000
for cach worker, depending on nge

i
i

- Chief docto|
says he lrieq
‘to be humai .

2
Ny CLAUDE AnPIY 4

The central figure fu the curremt controversy sur round 3
harards (aced by ashestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 6 |
thoclor whose _5:@ was “1o do as much grod for the work
sihte withou! harming them
‘Do Paul Cartler 10 operated on 1his principie whe:
of the companles’ elinfe .ch checked
workers fov postible  ashectas.related

and degree of
At 233_. Lh

wotkers are je-.

for asbestos-refste!

eration of Naliens? ™
The Quebee Federatie: -
fwe lobor arzaniralict. : ;
asbustos  workers' unii: |
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I X9 of these people were re-
cd (o the compensation board by
W personnel.

"1is mpossible todetermine
©r1 ag remaining S people were
hy ‘he clinic or went on their
+ clinlc claims it has no
res.

he alons say the workers rhey
38 who nere awanded compen-

.o
e I

n had 5! been classified A in
smoual checkups al ihe compa-
cinic. This led the CNTU to
I, finance a two-year study by
trom New York's Mount Sinad
w1 Schuoh which soid In (he ge-
r et that 61 per cent of §,200
warlacs in Thetford mines
izaze thin 20 years' experionce
¢ €xnalopit hung abnoymalities.
i-n per et were found lo have

#sld_Hayrh_a Conadian decto
e =n (he STGdY, _&m

was “steeck by some of
# leasi il oot sick by the

.
Ky

ied A by the compa-

Lo files
besea 1o compile fifes 0
an s 196, lneiudedin
<t Uk “lime the Mount

i cal vere tha

e
t

Man

given A raling ‘died six mon

disabllily compensailon two yenrs
ago, desplte an A in hls clinic medi-
cai. The man dicd six months tater
and an autopsy vevealed the cause of
death was asbesfosts,

® Ancther man recelved an A In
Ms company medlcal in Sanvary,
197, and died In Oclober, 1971, An
autopsy revealed death from ad.
vanced asbestosis. .

® 5 total of lwenly-eight dealhs
were oltrlbuted 1o ssbesiosis or us.
bestos-related diseases since §968 by
amtopsy reports. Many men In these
cases had never been told 1o apply
for compensation, {Unll {wo years
ago deaths from tung cancer, known
lo Incresse In frequency with expo-
fure (o asbestos, twere not tncluded
among asbestos-relaied deaths.) ),

A unlon spokesman sald workers
at Cavey Canadlon Mine, 1S miles
from Thetford Mines, hail tost confi.
dence in the -compantes’ clintc ond
had began to go for checkups fnfre-
quuently, despile a government yequl.
latlon requirlng annun!l vislts, Last
year Catey Canadian workers
stopped attending the clinlc alto-
together, and weni Instead to the
Thetford Mines hospital. :

‘Nazar Paquel, president of the
CNTU-af(iated wnion af thot com-
pany, sald the pollcy wos inlliated by
company president Michael Press
who fold bim they shduld “pult out*
of the cilnic. Press refused to com-
fent when approached by The Star.

The clinlc was set up by Thetlord
Rlintes ssbestos compantes more thon
10 years age i gesponse fo n 1908
goverument ordee §n conncll demand.
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“ workers, Since Carey Canadian with-

drew fast yesr, the clinic has been
sdmintstered by executives of (he
other three asbestos compantes In the
area: Ashestos Corp., BHell Asbeslos
and Lake Ashestos. - .
Until last year when he relin.
quished his job as director and be.
came a consultant, Carller ran the
clinle. The only ollter doctor workin
fs_._. him was Dr, Jscques Dussaull,

who Jolued the staif 17 yesrs ogo.
Dussault ogrees with Cartler's ver-

sion of how the clinlc operated, but

soys he was not In agreement with It.
“t wanted to Icl the worker

allon, hut Cerller was the boss and

stoad Dy his decislon,

“t did what | could. If § felt a
man was sick, [ told Him and sug.
gesled he see s lamlly doclor.”
© “Perhaps | wasn’l severe esough
In explaining Ihe serlousness of (he
disease. But most of them didnt
wanl to go to compensalion — they
knetr (here weren’t very many Jobs
outsidt (he mine and there was no
guarantee the company could find
thern  anolhier job If they wers re.
moved trom their present ones.

“They sald that lhey would like to
go o compensntion Wt T contd pive
them another job where there was no
asbestos dusi. 1 explained (hat aff I
could do way classily them a9 sick,
but £ couldn'l-glve them pnother Job,
It wasn’l my departinent,

'S0 most of them never went —
they were ' " htened they'd tose thelr
Jouis and . no way of making o
fivlug.” .

’”qmc...._._u ond send Wm o compen-

N

J

v . P
ob’ securlty detecred most men from
“veeklng comocnsatlon. )
%.- Laurent Cole, vice-president of the
CNTU-allitinted unlon at Asbestos
Corp., sold: “Asbestos workers have
bsolutely no guasautee of work If
Ahey're vemoved from he mills or
mines for asbestosls.
2 “There ‘ust aren't avoilable jobs
“eutslde the mine or mill — g0 the
guy who's sick has to chouse belween
his kealth and the ability to support
tls famlly. Thot's no chofce,

“A guy of 55, Iralucd bnone occu-
pallen. Is scared stiff of losing his
Job. so even If someone letls him he's
e Hite sick, he sumetimes doesat
have the guts lo admit R oud toke

.the chance. M these doclors really
.wanted (o help the workers. why
didn't they ot least leit fie unbon or
the compantes thal (here wete sick
people golng back lo nork?”
++ Dussault claims Ihat on severs)
occasions he discussed (e problem ot
~1e~:§. or not fo remove sick men
from the Job with company reprosent.
stlves, whom he refuscd to name, bot
+ Bothing ever came ol It.”
4 Unguware

4 Oughtred sald he wosunaware
“that workers were nol sceking com-
Jrensation for fear of tosing their Jobs,
e« “Fm not sure,” he sald, “but |
{belleve we have & glause in the con.
Tract that guarontees them a Job In
{he event they have lo feave thelr fob
because of dust conditlons.”
. Unlon spokesmen deny thls, saying
§t (s one of the clnuses they are now
airiving to obial. i
Qurhtrod esvs he knew that n

- ing compensnlion desplite belng given
clean bills of heal'h by Cartler tul he
belleved this was happening “becsusé
of changing stendords st the compen.
3ailen beand.™

“1s mote ke u wellare system
now than like workmen's cormpenss-
tton. Older minecs put In clalms be-
fore they telire and get It automati-
cally ... everybody gets 10 per cenl,
Rul Tve never mel anybody xho sald
Ite ba:t nsbestosis.

Thettord Mines CNTU council
president Oflva Lemay sald this is
not the case. He satd 101 of the 251
peonie We ynlont have teferred to the
beard In the Tast seven vears have
heen refused compensolfon.

Paul Filleaw, president of the
Quebec Asbestos Minlng Assoctatlon
to which st oor employers belong,
while stating that ke ossocintion nas
tn ne way responsible for the clinlc,
sald seme company officlals nere
fong sware of Catller's practice of
“keepling certaln fnforsnation on
wotkers" heolth fo Kmselt ™

“18 you fell 2 53-yearold man he's
geally slek, you as« do hlm more
hacm psychologleally than good
phystcally, 1t's n ditticull declston . . .
and company nfflclatls felt they
shouldn'y intertete, * :

“Cariter told the workers they
were all dght, let them go back to
their fobs and, 1F he thouzhl the case
serioue, recommended that they visit
thelr family doclor,

“Tit the companles ne ve ~ told

m oo da W1 — 1 mas hic m,
we wever Iptesfered .

KNne  dAld the Pushar Ma,

ths later’

lished a system of tnspectior;

which required 2 governmen

tor “lo examine company n_m_,.m.._.

£

cat cecords ad Ysue annual
cerlificates lo those with he
fungs.”

Wowever, because they
Cartier to that joh tor Eastern
(2 region Includina Gaspe,
Clty and Thellord Mines:, €

wag In effect examianingd

work,

When he examiced wor ks

was a company docirr:
would “change hals™
Iheir test results as a g
representative, deciding whic
ers would reccive thele mines
leates and which would be

them and subsenuently secor

for tormpensation,

Cartier conticued 1o W

conllicting posts until 1932 2l

time, according to Dr. Bertral
lemare, & fong-thne wotkimen !

pensation commissioner, he (7]
placed by Philippe Duval. aoﬂ.rnu.
was ot rexlly vroper that 3 ezt
man should work for the 33

ment.”

ﬂﬁoe.a. there was nothing Incy,

ellemace main'sined. “The

he {Cattlec) had aa internationz

tatien.”

Desplte his replacement, Cart)

X-rays far the governnient wol
ag head .,:w
Paetford Mines company eHnif

vear, jle was replaced

P Tahab faan

it

fatlon 197 of the Quebee Min})
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