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News and Comment, HEspe-
- cially *Round About Cen-
tral - Washington - and
The Great Northwest

" By RUFUS WOODS

e & —

In ‘an article “In Our Own
World” column the food and drug
administration- crowd was charged
with needlessly wrecking or near
wrecking an entire community over
a residue which has never cven
injured anybody. It charged that
this group of attempted face-
savers constitute the most con-
temptible of any in the entire
government — that it had never
been able to substanliate its posi-
tion, that some of thc gang came
near, very near, paving personal

damages for action brought against i

one legilimate concern in Wash- |
The comment further stated lhiﬂ}
they constitued a bunch of no-
sooders, that the U, S, Health
Bureau's thorough study showed;
the .absolute falsity of the f & d
nosition, and the article suggested
that the latter, as a group, ought |
1o be. investigated by congress.

Some correspondence has come
in on the subject which should be :
of interest to all of us. ;
LETTER TROM
CONGRESSMAN WHITL
Jan. 10, 1942 )

Bditor, Wenatchee Daily World:

Thanks for your thoughtful-;
ness in supplying me with a copy
of your January 2nd issue of the
Wenatchee World, I am taking
advantage of this opportunity to
call the matter directly to the at-
tention of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, )

The - arbitrary action of this
branch of the department has
been . the cause of much distress
to the apple growers and difficul-
ty to the several congressional
offices representing the apple pro~
ducing districts in the Northwest.'

In fact, it is:one of the first;
jroblems that confronted me on
taking up my work in Washing-
ton. I had thought that the modi-
fication - that we were successtul
in obtaining at- that time had
tiaken care of the matter and it

P—

shipped, and no one has eve

| been known to suffer from spra

residue in this state. "IL.ess dan
age would have vresulied f{ro:
|the consumption of these tw
' cars of apples than from smol
ing two cartons of cigarettes c
the drinking of a gallon o
United States approved whisk;
It we accept the report of th
United States Public Health Se
vice on the effect of lead arser
ate exposure on orchardists an
consumers of sprayed fruit, Pul
lic Health Bulletin 267, we maus
conclude that tbere is very littlk
it any danger in eating spraye
fruit that has not been. washe
at all. On Page XI of the sun
mary of this report we fing th
following language: - .
“‘Special attention was given t
medical examination of childre

was disappointing to learn at this

_late, date that the apple growers
_are still being unfairly dealt with.
. {ct’s hope that the letter to the
. Secretary will get results,

__Hoping.t6 have the pleasure of

because, in -this district; wher
orchards surround the commun!
ties or the houses in .which-the

live, there are unusual opportu

iities for'. children to be expose:
to lead arsenate insecticide spray
and spray residucs on branches
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ecrétary- of -Agriculture,
epartmen_t of Agrlcultnre.

My dear Mr. chkard'

A situation has developed in
‘the - apple .producing district of.

Washington effecting the market§

of apples that I.am . convinced.
should be brought to your per~
. sonal attention. - -

“That you may have an expre
sion of the views of the editor o
the influential' Wenatchee Dally]
World in an editorial appearing’
on the front page of the January
2nd issue, I enclose a tear sheet’
from the World containing Mr.
Rufus Woods editorial on thef
restrictive practices of - the De-|
pariment of Agriculture.. .

As you may know from the
records of your department, the
matter of rules that have been
made by.the ‘Department of Agri-

‘culture on spray residue on apples
has been the cause of much dis-
tress to the apple growers and
friction with your department of
agriculture, both in the State of

Washington and the State of i

(daho. -

I am sure you will appreciate
the adverse effect of the arbitrary
course being followed by your de-
sartment in dealing with the
apple growers on the: good will
towards the present administra-
tion and particularly the mem-
bers in the legislative branch of
the government,

I trust that some constmctne
plan will be worked out to elimi-
nate this cause of distress and
the unfavorable public opinion
soncerning the activities of this
pranch’ of your department.

Sincerely yours,
COMPTON L WHITE, M.C.

PALL McNUTT TO
3 HCAUVID

'-'Federal Security Ageney,

‘Washington -
OIfice of the Administrauon
27 194 |

S

10. ¥ Ceftainly-no one > can’ quesiion |k
the pauiousm of ‘the American

“the serv;.ce ‘he is Jendermg this
tln t £ national

avricultural Andustry..
“have a Tealy] inderstanding’ of the
‘problems ofithe fruit grower, and |,
it will bei fmy ‘purpose to deal|;
with them wlth the most complete
synmpathy’in so far as my respon-

“ Drug, and Cosmetic Act permlts.
Wﬂwe
pose She induystry w. lch
re nob.defl nitelwmwt.&teaJO
seniial for the n;gmﬂon.,n

ihe ub!ie he

118 children: llvlng'near Washlng

farmey a,nd. the vital character of |3

1 think "1 :

gibllity -under. the Federal Food, %

 ton, D.- C. known to.have. nouy
nsual exposm‘ to- lead
ic. -

“There was no indication of ad
‘verse effects of lead arsenate ex
‘posure. on the health ot thes
children.”:

IT 18 UNTHINKABLE THA'
(THE PUBLIC HEALTH SER
VICE WOULD NOT HAVI]
WARNED THE ORCHARDISTY
OF THIS DISTRICT AGAINS.
THE DANGER OF THE EXPOS
{URE OF THEIR CHILDREN T(
LEAD ARSENATE IF 1T HAI
'FOUND EVIDENCE OF ' AN}
FDANGER. FROM EATING "UN
"WASHED FRUIT. And if un
Lwashed fruit is not dangerous te
our children - here where more
spray is applied per tree thar
.any -other place in the world
‘what . justification can be found
for condemning washed apples
~vhich . carry a little greater
‘amount of spray residue than was
arbitrarily set as a tolerance un-
less there is some proof of de-
leterious atfect? -

. The study of the United States
Public Health Service made here
confirmed our charge that spray
residue tolerance was a legal fic-
tiou imposed by imperial .ukase
pon a ‘“free” people whose con-
stitution guarantees to them the
right of trial by jury and that
their property shall not be con-
fiscated by the government with-
out cause. To malutain this
legal fiction by ukase after its,
iniquity has been exposed by the
Public Health Service is such
near kin to fifth column activity
as to SubJect the food and drug
department to severe criticism,
ard our government to ridicule.
Also- a greater degree of loyalty
could be expected frowm - fruit
Zrowers were they extended the
ull benefits of our Bill of Rights.
g Your letter gives me grent hope
hat - the fruit industry .is on the

hreshold of a -new era, ' If," as
vou. say, ‘‘no- exactions will he
imposed upon. it ‘which are nét
detmltely ‘demonstrated to be es-
iential for the protection of>the
E‘;ﬂmc health,” ‘then it will bs up

N

the government to demon-
trate detlnitely that a certain
iolerance ig. essential, and -the|

egal ﬁction ‘ofa;.tolerance’ by
kase- will. be diBSOlved( © Since
e Public Health Servite' in ' its

e1 tworiyear : stidy < here
deﬁnitely ﬂemonstrate"
it

tolerance fair to the. mdustry
&and not inimical to the public,!
|Thisis ‘anhother good reason: to!
i#follow. the suggestion in my for-|

‘mer Jetter and certainly until: il.a
*has been demonstrated that: the.
‘amount of residue on the seized
fruit i deleterious ' to health.
Give the - fruit’ grower this break
‘as -against the:very- liberal: atti-
tude of. the government. toward
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. Slnceroly yours,
et
‘nffﬁ“ %a s PAUL V. MeNUTT.
i o Administrator
\{()

“eulture on spray residue on apﬁleé

.tress to the apple growers and

i faﬂlh,ultural industry.

Lo,

-with them with the most completqé This is avother good reason Lo

“apples- had been washed to meet
““the Washington State
" else they could. not hava peen

has been the cause of much dis-

frictlon with your department of
agriculture, both in the State of

Washington and the - State of P
- {daho.

I am sure you will appreciate
the adverse effect of the arbitrary
course being followed by your de-
Jartment in dealing with the
apple growers on the good will
towards the present  administra-
tion and particularly the mem-
bers in the legislative branch of
the government. .

I trust that some constructlve
plat will be worked out to elimi-
nate this cause ot distress and
the unfavorable public opinion
2oncerning the activities of this
branch’ of your department,

Sincerely yours,
COMPTON I. WHITE, M.C."

PAUL MeNUTT TO
J. H. AUVIL

- Federal Security Agency, -
Washington - o

Gffice of the Admlmstratxon
Dec, 27, 1941 H

Dear Mr. Auvil:

1 bave your letter ot Decembev
10. Certainly no one can question’
the patriotfsm of the American
farmer and .the vital character of
the service he is rendering thisy
country in.this time of national
emergenc: ]
The fryit ower’ is A imp
“tant and, essential part of - this%
I tHink I
"have a real understanding of the
problems of the fruit grower, and;
it will he my purpose to deaL

A

sympathy in so far as my respons
sibility under the Federal Foadﬂ
Drug, and Cosmetic Act permlts.,

pxactions will be -
industry w l(:

‘posed__upon..the.
YO e,nn:._dcnnmm.damonstme

be_essential for v&.lwo.pxotﬂcmn*n

e public_health he

J. . AUYVIL TO

P&LL V. McNUTT
January

Hon, Paul V, McNutt,

Administrator,

3, 1942,

A resvee vesay

L P Y -] Blicalel
amount of spray residue than was
arbitrarily set as a tolerance un-
less there is some proof of de-
leterious affect?

The study of the United States
ublic Health Service made here
confirmed our charge that spray
residue tolerance was a legal fic-
‘tion imposed by imperial ukase
upon a “free” people whose con-
stitution guarantees to them the
vight of trial by jury and that
their property shall not be con-
ifiscated by the government with-
‘out cause. To maintain this
legal rietion by ukase after its
iniquity has heen exposed by the
Public Health Service is such
near kin to fifth column activity
s to subject the food and drug
ilepartment to severe criticism,

¢
§

“-jand our government to ridicule,

‘Also a greater degree of ‘loyalty
could be expected from - fruit

‘'growers were they extended the
"|.full benefits of our Bill of Rights.

Your letter gives me great hope

~fithat the fruit industry is on the
“jthreshold. ofi a ‘new. era.’

I, as
“no ‘exactions will: be

:defmitely demonstratéd to be es-

sential for the.protection of the
‘public health,” then ‘it.will,ba up
to the government to demon-
strate definitely that.a cdertain;
‘tolerance 1is.. essential,” and. the:
legal fiction: ‘of " a tolerance. by’
‘ukase will be - dissolved. . -Since

<the Public Health Service. in -its

intensive " two year  study - here
failed to ‘‘definitely demonstrate”
the  need of any tolerance, it
seems that a more extended sur-
vey will be necessary-to arrive at
a  tolerance fair to the industry
and not inimical to the public.

follow the suggestion in my for-
mer letter and certainly uutil it
has Dbeen demonstrated that the
amount of residue on the seized
o} fruit is  deleterious to health.
‘| Give the fruit grower this break
as against the very. liberal atti-

-tude of the government toward

the
beer,

manufacturers of

wine and whisky.
Respectfully yqurs,

J. H. AUVIL, chairman,

Washington State Grange

Spray Residue ‘Committec.

P, S. Enclosed i3 another clip-

tobacco,

fping from the Wenatchee Du;ly1

Federal Security Agency,
Washingtoun, D. C.
Dear Mr, McNutt:

I have your letier of Decem-:
ber 2%7th aud am greatly cncou—l

aged by your promiso that *cer-,
uur'ly po exactions will be im—g
posed upoun the industry which'
are not definitely demonstirated to:
be essential for the protection oti
the public health.” i

But we have reports that ex-
aciions are mow being imposed
upon the industry which have;
not been demonstrated to be es-
sential for the protection of the
public health. The enclosed clip-
ping from the Wenatchee -Daily
World, December 30, reports two
cars seized and destroyed. These

tolerance

World just received.
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