
\

May 19, 193?

Dr. Oraham Edgar
Eth y l Gasolin e G or p or at ' on
Ch rysler  Bu ild in g
Hew Xork City
Hew York.

Dear Graham* ,

In  r espon se to your note of
May 10-fch, en c lo sin g a l e t t e r  from the Gen eral E lec t r ic  
Coup an y, I  have w r it t en  a "b r ief n o tat ion  on the quest ion  
r a ise d . Rath er th an  to sen d t h is n o tat ion  d i r e c t ly  to 
the Gen eral E le c t r ic  Company, i t  seems w ise to me to 
r e tu rn  i t  to you fo r  such  u se as you may wish  to  make o f 
i t ,u n t i l  you have made su r e  t h at  I  have not tns.de any 
statem en t  which i s  e i t h e r  in co r r e c t  or  m islead in g, 
Moreover I  p r e fe r  not to  g iv e  out in form at ion  about the 
com posit ion  of lead ed  gaso l in e  w ith ou t  r e fe r r in g  the 
m at te r  to  you* I  r e t u r n .t h e  en c losu r es in your l e t te r  
fo r  such  use a s they may be to  you.

Thanks fo r  your  l a t e r  l e t t e r  con­
cern in g ’’Heoprene” and ’’Th ldfcol” . he have a lr eady  
ob tain ed  seme of the gloves coated  w ith  ’’Xh iokol” fo r  
exam in at ion , hut we h ave n ot  t e st e d  them and a t  th e 
moment I  am not very  im pressed  by the st u r d in e ss of 
t h e i r  fa b r ic a t io n . ‘Th is, however, is  no un sur isountable 
o b st ac le  and I t  may w ell be t h a t  p roper ly  fa b r ic a t ed  
gloves may be su p e r io r  to th ose in  u se  a t  th e p r esen t  
t im e. Wo sh a l l  look  in t o  th e m at te r . ,

. . ¥©ry t r u ly  you rs,

RAX s i s  , R obe r  t  r aTH  e ho e , M .D.”
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' Gaso lin e h as lon g .been u sed  f o r  a 

v a r ie t y  o f c lean in g pu rposes becau se o f i t s  a b i l i t y to 

d isso lv e  o i l s  and g r e a se s. Moreover* sin ce  gaso l in e i s  

so r e ad i ly  a v a i la b le * i t s  u se  fo r  such  pu rposes h as tended 

to  in cr ease in  sp i t e  of the obvious dan gers to human l i f e

and p rop er t y  which a r i se  from th e c a r e le ss and un w ise h an d lin g 

of so h igh ly  in flam m able a l iq u id . Con sequen t ly i t  was to  be 

expected  t h a t  gaso l in e  blen ded w ith  a minute q u an t it y  o f Eth y l 

F lu id  (e sse n t ia l l y  a m ixtu re o f t e t r ae t h y l  le a d , and eth y len e 

dibrom ide) when w idely  d ist r ib u t e d  as a motor fu e l , sh ou ld be 

employed as fu e l  fo r  lamps and st o v e s and a lso  as a c lean in g 

agen t  u n le ss peop le cou ld  be in duced to  choose oth er  gaso l in e s 

fo r  such  p u r p oses, Accord in gly  a l l  pimps and con tain ers from 

which such  gaso l in e  h as been d isp en sed  have been marked so .a s 

to  in d ica t e  t h a t  th e product con tain s t e t r a e t h y l  lead * and t h at  

i t  i s  in ten ded fo r  use as a motor fu e l  on ly . I t  i s  a lso  co lo r ed  

in  an at tem pt  to l im i t  i t s  u se  to  t h at  fo r  which i t i s  in ten ded .
s

/  There can be no doubt th at  leaded  gaso l in e
/  ■ <•/ . . 

has' been  u sed  fo r  many o f  th e pu rposes fo r  which any oth er  gaso l in e

would be u sed * and* to  fa r  as can  be a sc e r t a in e d , without h arm fu l

r e su l t s t o ’th e u se r ,  n ev er t h e less such  gaso l in e  has no advan tage

over ch eaper  and le ss  v o la t i le  gaso l in e s as a c leanin g agen t ,

w h ile a s a fu Sl  fo r  lamps and st o v e s i t s  lead  and dye con ten t

i s  d e f in i t e  d isadvan tage in  t h at  f in e ly  d iv id ed  p a rt ic le s in

the flam e tend in  t im e to  c log th e o r i f i c e s  o f the b u r n e r s.

For  th ese p u r p oses, t h e r e fo r e , c le a r ,  un colored gaso l in e s which 

are  a v a i la b le  on th e m arket , sh ou ld  be ob tain ed .


