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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

(mc“- au. Date‘ﬂth%ptwber.l%h

Pr. H. ¥Meynard Rennie,
Facgqnarie Chanbers,
418% ¥Macguarie atreet,
SYIRIEY,

pear Dr, Rennie,

pr. Hunt has kindly forwarded a copy of your reply to
his letter concerning conditions at Australian Blue Asbestos,
Wittenoom, W.A. : ,

¥y approach 10 the problem is entirely medical, I om not
an engineer and my econcern for the health of the workers at
Wittenoom, i8 caused by the nunber of wen seriously affected by
silicosis/asbestosis at relatively early ages and short
exposurese. Thege include a maligeant pleural-mesothelioma
after two years as a ghift boes in the mill. At considersble
pereonal 4neonvenience, I have vigited Wittenoom on two occasions,
and 4in my opinion, econditions in the mill were worse in Avgust,
1961 -than in November, 1959, In certain levels when a light
breeze stirred. the dust, visibillly was apprecisbly reduceds
Ruming & hand along & vail, produced e mound of black duet
containing coarse asbeptos ribres. Hands, hair end clothes
were filthy with dust after a short time, admittedly some of
this dust is innocuous. Colour photographs ghow that the mill
and surroundings are enveloped in a pretty but lethal blue haze.
During my vieit, moat of the men ware wesring resplrators and
this, in itself, 45 a confession of complete failure in duoat
control. I do not see how & man can work in near- century
summer heat wearing 2 regpiretor continvously; at any t4me his
efriciency must be greatly reduceds Pust extracted from the
mill finds its way into the mein underground air intakes Dry
ore residuve is dumped a few hundred yards from the main workings
and in a breeze, blows all over the place. Even in the towm-
ghip much of the road and path surfecing ig s of wasle
material rrom the mine and blue asbeatos fibres are obvious.

Eines Department inspectors have prepared reporis on
dust copditions at FWittenoom and I would refer you to them.
puring an inspection betwesen Avgust, tl4th and Avguat, 19th,
41964 dust counts of 4G00 + P.P.C.C. ware not uncomuon in mine
and mill. Thig is over three times the maximom permissible
concentration of dust containing free sllics and the rock mined
is highlr silicious.
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The inspector commented that there were asbestos fibres b
4in every underground sample (the Konimster uged for dust sampling
is not a relisble instrument for counting asbestos fibres)s L
Dust and fumes were obviocus during the afternoon shift. | ‘

He quotes the following figures:i-

Average dust count for day shift - June, '60 - 230 P.P.C.C. ' !
" " " " o " - NOove ¢ 60- 180 P‘P.CQC. !
1" " " 1" o " - Aug. .61 - ’-‘-20 P.P.CQCO ‘

Average dust count for afternoon shift — Nov. 60 - 410 P.P,C.C. ]
" " . " " W - Aug. '61 - 630 P.P.C.C. !

( A1l thesc averages are very crude and the individual ; l |
- peadings vary greatly. -

The mine alr seemed more dust lsden than ever, duve to
s{ncereased production. Outgide sources contribute, and the
main Adit sir is polluted by dust from the mill {130 P.P.IC.C.
sn one inetance). .
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In the Mill, figures were as follows:—

Average Dust count — June, %60 - 330 P.,P.C.C.
« . " -~ Sept. 60 =~ L20 P, P.C.C.
o " b - ﬂO’\f. ‘60 - 1‘50 P.P.C.c.
" " " - Aug. ¢ :1 - 390 PQP.C.C. '

At the primary crusher, figurea of 1000 + P, P.C.C. were i
recorded. ) :

These figures speek for themselves and do not suggest
_ *hat conditions have improved over the- last 3 years. '

The statement in your jetter concerning the lack of "a .
well developed conscience® did not come from me. I have always N
found Mr. Allan and Mr. Thomas courteous and helpful. One it
cannot help feeling that production comes first snd that the

health of the workers recelives pecondary consideration. The =. |
primary ccncern of a Company, is to produce a-product —¢fitably, |
but it has been shown, time and time again, that spart from gross ‘
exploitation of lsbour, this is best achieved where the interest i
and health of the workers is considered. The contrary, where :
the produect is produced at the expanae of the health of the

worker, cannot be tolerated in a civilised community. It I ||
thought that this state of affairs existed at Wittenoom, and I

could not correct it or else close the mire, I would resign. i l
What I do say, is that the dust hazsrd is not properly appreciated i i\
and that the companies attitude is ostrich-like. I am certain ll |
that working conditions arc not idesl and have very grave ” | L



doubte concerning the statement that everytining possible has
been done. I have reason to belive thet much of the dust
extracting machinery is ineffective et times and, further,
before extracting the dust, some means of disposing of it away
from the workings should be discovered. Increased production
should go hend in hand with ventilation and not precede 1t,
Trankly, I do not think that the company (C.S.R. or A.B.A.)
imow how to control the dust.

In little more than 10 years the industry has produced
20 cases of industrial chest disease {(including one proved
cancer) and a number of suspected cases. As the years go on
I have no doubt that many more will come to light. It should
be remembered that many experts in this field claim that the
“asbestos fibre takes many years to produce significant pulmonary
disease. If thie is true, the wmen diagnosed now represent
gross pathology and exposure, and the real nature of the hazard,
in terms of disesse, may not become apparent for another 10 years.

No one connected with this problem should reat until
conditions at Wittenoom are ideal and the foregoing does not
suggest that this stage has been reached. The known hezard
is reel enough but reading papere on pleural mesothelioma
{notably J.C. Wagner, C.A. Sleggs & P.Marchand, British Journal
Indust Med 1960, 17, 260)orz is left with a suspicion that a
corbination of individuval idiosyncrasy and minimal asbestos
exposure, such as from road surfacing, may be dangerous.

I have written this letter because Dr. Hunt has assure
“me of your good feith and in the hope that your influence may
" effect an improvement in the working conditions of the agbestos
workers which we have been unable to achieve through the regular
channele in W, A,

Yours faithfully,

J. McRulty
CH¥ST PAYSICTAN
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Near Tr, cnnie,

Tr. Hunt hag kindly forwurces’ a CODY of vour reply to
rig lett~r concer ing conditiong at Angtrolian Rlue A:«bcalos,
mittaroor, el

¥y aprrosch to the prodlem ijg entirely rmedical, I am not
zn aroi-aer and my cencern for the health of the workers ng
s11ttenocom, 1o caurted by the numbar of ren seriously affected by
eiliccnlp/anbestoeio at reletively early eves and short
exposures, Theee inclvde a malignant plsursl mosothelioma

after two veare au a ehift boss in the mill. At corsiderable
_ persconal i1rcontgnience, I have visited Wittenoom on two oceaeions,
and in ay opinier, conditione in the mill were woree in Angust,

19€1 than in Yovember, 1959, 1In certain lovols when a iight
breezr 3tirre'y tho Juat,visidbiiity wae apuroeciably rsducale
Pu-nine a hand alonz & rall, produced @ mound of.hleck drst
containiny eoarce ashastos (lorea. Hards, heir apd clothce
war~s filthy with Aust after a phort tire, niArittedly socoe of
this dnat is innocuwous, Colour photograrhe show that the mill
ard govroucdings are envelope? in 8 protty but lethsl dlue hawe,
eri-~ my vieit, root of the men JeTe wearing respirators and
this, in iteelf, ic a confesgsion of complete failure in JI-st
control, 1 do not sce how 3 man €an worx 1n nser centuory
gumnet heat wearing s rogglrador continuonsly; et any tima his

afficiency must be greatly reduced, Tmst extracted froc the

mill finds ita way into the caln undergronnd air intaze. Ory
ore reni’ve 1s Aurped 8 few hundred yards from the main worrings
and? in a dbreeze, blowe all over the nlacce Even in the town=

ghip muech of th~ road and path eurfecing 1s mads of waote

materigl from the mine ant hlue asg' cetos fibrns are obvioute

171-ea Denartrment inspectors have prepared reports on
Avnt conditions at Wittenoom and T woul! refer you to thate
mirinc ar irgrection between Angust, 4hth and Auqust, $5th,
16A1 Aust commts of 31070 + P.TeC.C. were nat uncormon in mine
and mill, Thia is over threec tires tha ravimum permiosible
ecorcentration of Aust containine frec silica and the rock mined
ie hi~hl nillciovn.
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The ing-ector cortrenied that there siere catcctes fibres
ir. nvar: vnaergrorad sammie {the Forireter used for Agat esmpling
i mot n rolladble instrurent for courting acbestcs Cibren)s

weat ard fummg were otvions Aurirs the afternoon ghift.
*a qruaten the fallomine fipures:~

Avevare ust c~wm.t for day shift = Jvne, 160 - 230 P.P.C.C.
) ” " " " " - T10Ve * 60= 180 P.T‘.C.C-
(Y] e [, " " " - A\JD;. .Gp - hzo I".P.C.C.
Aaverace dust count for afternoon shift - Nov. '60 = 410 T.P.C.Ce
" o [} L 4 " " - f,‘JR. 'Gr - 630 p.poCQCO

A1l these sverages are veTy evvde and the iniividuel
readivps vary greetlye -

~he mine alr scemed more dvst jader, than aver, due to
{ne~eaged production. outaide scvrcec contribute, nnd the
rain A1t afr ig rnlluted by dugt Trom the mill (130 2.P. C.Ce
in one instance).

In the ¥11l1, ficures were a6 follawgs=

Jw.e, ‘€0

Averare Duet count
i " " Sent, e

330 P.P.C.C.
L2C P.PeCele
Yov. ‘60 560 P.P.C.Ce
A'Og. '6, 590 P' P‘ COcO i

At the primory crrshoP, figures of 1000 + P.P.CsCe We
rceordeda .

A J 1" ”
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nwepe Plrures speak foT tnemgselves and do hot gagpest
that conditions heve irproved over the last 3 yeers.

The statement in rsour lotter concerning the lock of “a
well Aeveloved conecience"” 4id not comne from me, 1 havo 8lwsys
found Yr. Allan and Mre. Thomas courteous and helpfule. One
cannot hclp feeling that prodnetion comee firgt and that the
health of the workers receives cecondary consideration. The
primary concern of a Comrany, is to produce a product ~rofitadbly,
but it has tecn shown, time and time aRrailn, thet apart from greog
explcltatilon of lsbaur, this is hegt achieved where tha interest
and he~lth of tho worrers 15 consldered. The contrary, where
the nroduct lo crosnced at the expenes of tho nealth of the
worker, cannot be tolerated in a civilised cormmmnity. It T
tho—ght thst this otate of affsirs exigted at fittanoo™. an? I
couvld not correct 1t or elne close the mine, I wonld resiglie
“hat I do say, is thseti the dsst hazard ie not properly aprrecioted
and that the companies attitude ip ostrich-like. I or csrteln
that workir cornditiong arc not ideal and have very c£rave
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Asvhts concernire the statement that everythine possible has
Larn o, I hawa ressen to bellve that mreh o ihin i1st
artracttnn rachinery is ireffective at timeo and, furthe-,
hotore extractine the duct, some means of disposing cf it away
frem the workines ghould be discovered. Increased rproduction
gus? w3 ha? in hand with ventilation and not precede 1it,
Syrankisy I +2o not think that the comnany {C.R.Re OF A.B.A,)
v hoa to sortrol the Aust.

In 1little more than 10 years theo industry has produced
20 caara of inincirial chect dlpease (including one vroved
cancer) and o number of suerected cases. As the years go on
I have nc doubt that many more will come to 1ight. It should
be pemembercd thati many exverts 1n tris fleld ¢laim that the
asbestos £itre tnkes many vears to produce significant pulwonery
1iceans. 1f ihis 1o tiws, the men lamnosed noe, represent
props patholoey ani exyosure, and the real nature ot thy hagard,
11 terns of dlpeasec, may not become apparent for another 10 years.

e one cornacted with this problem should reat uantil
conditions ot “ittenonm sre ides). and the foregeing “ocs not
gr~razt that this atar~ hag been reached. The known hazard
4 real enourh but readine vepers on plenral mesotheliona
(notably J.C. ‘asner, C.A. 3legns & P.Xa&chand, British Journal
Indust “ed 196C, 17, 250%ore is leTt with a3 gvspicion thet a
combination of iniividuel idiosyncraey’and miniral asbestos
exyosere, such s from rogd surfecing, ray be dangercul.

I have writtan this letter tecause Dre Hunt hae agsured
ne of vour good fa2ith and in the hope that your influvence moy
erfect ac imrrovement in the working coniitions of the eabestos
workers which we have been unable to achieve through the regular
charnela in Y. A.

Yours falthfully,

s 1Pa 91T $ov
WP W vm ey

CH-ST POYSICIAN



