
" O ct o b e r  21, 1955
M r . M an fr ed  Bow d itch  -  (2) - O c t o b e r  21 , 1955

It  i s  u n fo r tu n ate  th at  so  l i t t le  is a v a i la b le , b y  way o f “b e fo r e  an d  a f t e r " 
ph. gr O y f u '3 sit u a t io n  in  th e le ad  t r a d e s .  In ge n e r a l , h ow ever ,

loath e  to r e le a se  su ch  p h o t ogr ap h s, w h ich  
t r - g f& st - y ie l# *# b e ^ fo k '3©n fco°  co n ce r n ed  to ge t  the jo b  don e to p rov id e  

r g c o i*4 ft i f t | # #  t ive  3.
New Yo r k  C it y  IT

D e ar  M an fr ed :

A s you  m ay  h ave su sp e c t e d  fr o m  th e fa c t  th at  th e infan t , 
w as in  th e Ch ild r en ’3 H o sp it a l  in  C in c in n at i, an d  th at  th e in fo r m at ion  
con cer n in g th e c a u se  o f th e ch ild 1 s d eath  cam e  cu t o f th e H am ilton  Coun ty 
C o r o n e r 's o ff ice , th e r e p o r t  o f th e c a u se  o f h is d eath  is  t r u e , I h ave no 
b r ie f  fo r  th e m an n er  o f th e n ew sp ap e r  r e p o r t in g , but  o b v io u sly  th e co r o n e r ’ s 
a c t s a r e  open  to p r e ss  r e p o r t in g . (You p r o b ab ly  know th at  t h is La b o r a t o r y  
d o es th e p ath o logic  an d  t o x ico lo g ic  w or k  o f the C o ro n e r  o f H am ilt on  Coun ty, 
v ia  an  agr e e m e n t  betw een  th e U n iv e r sit y  an d  th e Coun ty o f f ic ia ls,  th rou gh  
ce r t a in  st a f f  m e m b e r s a s d ep u t ies to th e C o r o n e r , equ ivalen t  to th e M ed ical 
E x am in e r sh ip  of c e r t a in  e a st e r n  cou n t ies o r  c i t i e s .)

Th e ch ild  d ied  on  th e d ay  o f ad m issio n  to  th e C h i ldr e n 's H o sp it a l, h avin g 
h ad co n v u lsion s an d  o th er  e v id en ces o f en cep h alop ath y . T h e r e  a r e  so m e 
don ’t  abou t  th e d iagn o sis b e cau se  of th e e x ist e n c e  of a m in o r  ep id em ic  of' 
v i r a l  e n cep h alit is in  th e v ic in it y  o f h is h om e, bu t th e n e c r o p sy  an d an a ly sis 
o f th e t i ssu e s r e so lv e d  th e d ou b t . Th e l i v e r ,  k idn ey  an d v e r t e b r a  con tain ed , 
r e sp e c t iv e ly  5 .5 ,  8 .0  an d  8 .0  m g. of le ad  p e r  100 gr a m s. (Th e b r a in  w as 
n ot  s ect ion ed  a t  on ce , an d  alth ou gh  i t s a n a ly sis wou ld  p r o v id e  u s w ith  an o th er  
in t e r e st in g  d atu m , t h is is n ot  r e q u ir e d  fo r  p u r p o ses o f d ia g n o sis.)  T h er e  
is  su ffic ie n t  ev id en ce  o f an  im m e d ia t e ly  d an ge r o u s le v e l o f r e ce n t  ab so r p t io n , 
an d  th e n egat iv e  ev id en ce , o t h e r w ise , se t t le s th e issu e  fo r  a l l  p r a c t ic a l  
p u r p o se s. ‘ * '

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

Bo b e r t  A . Keh oe, M . D .
RAK e f
P . S. I h ave a  n ote fr o m  Jo e  C o st e l lo  of Eth y l C o r po r at ion  (en c lo sin g y ou r  
le t t e r  an d  copy  o f Llo y d  H am lin ’ s r e q u e st  fo r  p h o t ogr ap h s,) I u n d er took  so m e  
t im e  ago  to ob tain  a sy st e m a t ic  c o v e r age  o f t y p ica l p r o c e d u r e s in  th e 
m an u fac t u r e  o f t e t r ae t h y l le ad . Th e job  h as n ot  b een  co m p le t ed , fo r  a  n u m b er  
o f r e a so n s, bu t  i f th e p h o togr ap h s w e r e  a v a i la b le , th ey  w ou ld be o f l i t t le  valu e  
to  H am lin , b e cau se  of th e u n u su al c h a r a c t e r  o f th e p lan t s an d  th e e xp o su r e .
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