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ctobwr 13, 1935

Dr. ¥. J. ¥cConnell, Ass't, Medical Dircctor
Industrial Health Scetion, ’
Hetropolitun Life Jnsurence Ca,,

Neow Torik Clty,

My dezz Dr. HiCommali:
SUBJETT:  Asbestos Dust at Morth Charlesten Plsnt,

A8 you weow, cwr yisnh ot Uorth Charleston, as vell
as the othur Divisions, havs been norking with your Compeny Tor
a long time in the zoyuiring ¢f informuiicn, ncdélesl wnd other-
wise, regording Asbunyvus Lush haiarsds wad Asbouionis.

e havo had o oo
for which you LiL7e raslsted wo &
your He. fshicl nesuifive, Ve aove dupens

s 2f pulfe, g YOouU wre avare,
Goprcpnre, wud et ihe lagt trial,
an your Company to

present certain dnformation thot owr sbicemey, ¥v. Juiian Hitchell,

g
of{ Cnsrlurton, 8. C.,. Cetired, “nd ne werbe ab + standstill to
grow vhet to do end carry on vitn thase guits, for I uaguln sey ve
hed deperded on your Conpuanyts sssictonce, lnbturelly, we were
very ruch upsel Just we waen Yo, Jeriesdn roplricc Lhat we
couid not eapect wny cuwrt nssistarce frowm your d¢epartment, due
to orders you bad received Lros your Luperiors.

¥e fimedl:tely wenbed to huve you talix over the

situation with Hr, Ejitehell, to see whet he zould ce, ~nd when
they gow in Louchh with o ond anaed uwhet I thovght of subpoena-
ing Kr. Fehined, I told them frenuly thet 1t lowied to me as if
tnat wus the ondy thing we could do, if we wers golng Lo have the
help of Mr. Fehnel in these pretleviarly important. cesco. IU may
looit odd Lo you thiet thisz suvpoens ves served, LUt replly there
wags nothiug vlss for us %0 cu, ~nd I could not sce any other vay
out under the cvircumsicnces, alter ur. dibtchell had pointec out
vhat {1 wes going Lo mean to him to havae Hre Fehncol thero, I do
hope you will tades this lnto gonzicer:ntlon and thut the escisti-
unco ol Ur. Felluel wlil be given us very cheerfulily,

I can reeogniue the positisn 2 thi insurance cea-
pany in tesiirying in ordiniry cages of thls xind, but as I sce
it, these particuliy cuses of ours at Charlecton really come into
a different category. ’

N
)VQJ~Q Yie carried Comiensativn ond Health Insursance with

your Company when these suits wire fivrst Lrought uo at Cherles-

ton, und of course, wader the policies, we were not covercd agninst

demspe suits for Asbostosls.
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‘Dr. % J..¥cConncell, Ze

-y =y s

The MNetropolitan Insurance Co., nor no other insurance

cogpany in the Unlted Stautes, hod any dats that was worth very
much on Asbestos Lust or Asbestosts, eand naturally your Company
vonted heelth statistics and informsrtion vegerding Asbestos Dust

n the lungs. Our Company was more then willing to coonerate with
you, ané we elso {nduced Johns-¥anville to cooperatc, end your
Company startcd with a Dust Survey of o wmmbor of ilie zsbestos
plants, Vhen your zppropriation for tnis work rea oul, vou tvecuest-
ed thst Lt be cnrrico on unt’l a new gppropriatlien couid v securcd
by your Compeny, snd we dld go. Later on, we hired a man, Mr. EBinder,
to work under your control, but at the expense of Johns-lanviile 2nd
cursclves,

Thig 211 led us to believe that under the conditions, we
would kave your sssiStinen in trying these unfair suits, which would
eventeally b2 a2 boenelit to you, ard 4lso have considercble bearing
on the Dust racket, about nhick so much has been published lately,

I ferl oa L1 your Company has not tokern into considerction all these
varioug factors whon turning down our recuest for Mr. Fehnells pres-
ence at the trlels in Cnaviesten  lir. Fehnel being the only men who
hzs becn Tollowing the detn the Asbestos.lust through all its
varicna raplilcaticns, :

Notuwally, 4F wo conuld have Loregecn the zttitude the
Metropaliton Insurance Co.fs Menical Depurument would toke at this
inte datz, we would have bired o epecizlicy und he would have had
&1l the d.to whnich your Comduny now hag, and e% you know, %e have
spent lazge swne Lo mels the Gherleston Pinnt an icoul one, with
your assiciance, ‘

I <o nob belicve that by Mr, Pehpel testitying at Char-
leston; 1t will coisblish & Procedont, as it ix harcly lizely you
will nave this typs of case Come up wendn for nuny years, ¢nd I am
also cortnin it 18 very questlonable if you will get the conme
amount of nysistronee from &y tve companles that you have been get-
ting from Johns-Yanville snd oursclves, and moreover, it was our .
Intention ta draw in other uSbestos comparies in this survey zs
soon as the time wes right 1o bripg theam i, end this would mewn a
tregendons amourt of tpforpetion on Acbentos Quat and Asbsstosis in
the pesscnsion of the Eetrupnlitan Insurance Co., who would be the
only oncs in tho Unitegd States, 40 far os we unow, having this in-

forauation.

T huve heen trying Lo got in touch with my friend, Hr.
Jemes e Kavanagh, Viec Prevident of the Metviopoliten Insurnace
Co., t0 (ndcuvos vo have hin ik e an appointuent with Hr. boker,
your Preslaownt, ©0 I con #£0 over this catter wiih hinm very cure-
Fully nné thorsuzhly; ana & hape t01be_anle to Go 50 next Tuesdsy.
Unfortunsczly, I shall be awsy the Intier part of this week.,

Very truly yours,

~
5l-G.,

Presldent




