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dugust 23, 1950

Dear Dootars Cartier and Smiths

On the basis of our diseussion vith yourselves this
sumer and further study of ths problem, we should like %o suggest
the folloving for your comsiderztion,

It-appears that there are two distinot ways in which
Ve MLy Securs & mors sccurate understanding of the possible sarcino-
genicity of asbestos. The first of these 1s an epidemiological
evaluation of present and past exposed populations, The second is
animal testing of suspected msterials,

With respect to the first of these, that s, the
épidemiclogicsl s 1t 19 suggested that before defimite plans
are made the value of such & study be determined by a vielt to
Thetford end Asbestos, at which time the available scurces of
information would be reviewsd with you,

The second pirt, that is, the anima) testing program,
has severzl phases. As you know, thers s now no tschnic by which
¥e oan, vith eertainty, eveluate the earcinogenicity of materisls
for lung tissue, Jxposurs by inbalatica in cancer studiss has nmot
Tot been extetsively employed and is, at the moment, of conpletely
unknown reliadility, %he Institute iz at this time leying plans
for the estadlishment of a long-range program involving a basis
investigation of technics for the study of lung cancer arising ty
inbalation of earcinogwns of many variocus types. A study dased on
inbalation of ssbestos fitres, in our opinion, must be done. It is
belisved, bovever, that this study would be most effective if it were
uade & part of the larger program meationsd above which would be
designed to test the walidity of the techmics employed, using a
variety of knowa carcinogens and a variety of species. For thess
Teasns, we balieve that we will be in a bDetter position to suggest
sonorete plans for inhalation studies in thres or four months than
o are nov, _ ’ : -

o __!brom.honnr,antbummmmm
-the Devessity for subjesting the materials to scresning tests such
as implantation wvith embryonic lung tisme snd intretrachesl injeation,




These studies can be considered as indispensable preliminaries to any
inhalatlon study planned on the same materisl, since they nizht very
vell provide a basis for selection of materisls for use in the more
elatorate inhalation studies, IThese the Institute could get under
wvay any time after September lst,

Such stuadies would inwlve explorutory implantation end/or
injectiocn of a gronp of materials to be determined Jointly, using
Sechnics as nov employed by Pr. Willian &, Smith, Such a study, which
would include s number of materials, would come to about $10,000.00
for s one ye:r study, Such & project would be earrisd cut under a
contract of the type emclosed, . .

!

/ In summarys (1) Ve suggest that the desirabllity of am |,
 epideniclogical stndy be determined on the basis of s visit %o your |
plents; (2) that definite for an inhalation study be deferred
for three or four monthsj (3) that soreening studies by implantatiom
and/or injection be started immediately.
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Sincerely yours,
AJde Lanss, M,D,
Chairman
Institute of Iadustrial Medicine
AlLile
Enel.

CeCes Mr. I, P. VWoodard
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