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treatment. His incapacity was reduced from 33.45 per cent of the hand to 15.5
per cent.

The average daily cost of the physical medicine treatment has been calculated by
the auditing department of the State Insurance ¥ und to be about $4.45. Since the
average number of treatment days was found to be 17.5, the average cost of physical
medicine per case is $77.88.

Total incapacity, or 100 per cent loss, of a hand is valued at 190 weeks in Puerto
Rico. This study shows that the disability was reduced by 17.95 per cent, or 34.10
weeks. During this same period the weekly compensations of this group of workers
averaged $9.66 ($1.61 per day for six days).

This means that the total compensation saved in each case was $329.41. Deduct-
ing the costs of rehabilitating the injured workmen as completely as possible, the

TABLE 1.—Grand Swmmary

Period Pex"iod of

Incapacity of Hand Before and Atter of Occupa-
Treatment, per Cent Period Physical tional
P — X — Béfore Therapy Therapy
Before ﬁmr Dlﬂs{ence 'lr‘rxl'ggg- 'Il'lxl'gg.g- '{‘nrggg-
Group Patlents ~ M+ PM® ' M PM' © M PM | Av.Age  Wecks  Days  Days
1 42 18.5 18.8 7.4 10.0 —11.1 — 88 35.7 4.6 12 13
2 60 22.8 21.7 . 8.2 9.3 —14.6 —12.4 32.0 3.5 13 12
3 23 30.0 31.5 9.1 124 —20.9 —19.1 34.0 3.3 19 19
4 118 44.1 45.3 15.2 21.3 —28.9 —24.0 33.0 4.7 19 16
5 .15 38.0 42.0 14.6 18.5 —23.4 —23.5 32.0 6.3 20 18
6 21 48.0 49.8 33.7 33.6 —14.3 —16.2 33.7 4.4 21 17
7 33 38.5 435 26.2 28.5 —12.3 —15.0 36.0 4.8 20 20
8 45 23.0 - 241 12.2 13.5 —10.8 —10.6 39.4 5.0 17 19
9 24 27.7 31.8 10.5 18.4 —17.2 —13.4 37.5 5.1 20 18
10 10 25.7 30.7 18.2 9.3 — 7.5 —21.4 30.0 3.9 18 21
11 66 45.8 43.0 22.0 22.0 —23.8 —21.0 37.2 5.8 26 26
12 45 34.2 374 19.0 13.5 —15.2 —23.9 38.4 5.6 22 ) .
13 39 19.3 21.7 4.0 7.2 —15.3 —14.5 . 33.3 5.3 15 - -15
14 28 32.5 ~ 312 6.9 9.4 —25.6 —21.R 35.0 4.0 12 14
15 4 22.0 41.0 1.0 225 —210 —185 420 7.0 17 22
16 70 18.7 21.5.. 7.8 1.3 —10.9 —10.2 39.0 - 50 17 16
17 132 20.0 20.0 4.1 7.6 —15.9 —124 346 5.1 12 13
18 .26 35.9 43.0 30.2 32.0 — 5.7 —11.0 - 39.0 11.0 20 20.
19 13 310 350 4.0 . 9.6 —20.0 —25.4 35.0 5.3 16 18
Total No. 814 . Lo
AV, ciiiiiranenseaes 32.0 34.9 14.3 16.7 —17.7 —18.2 35.6 5.2 17 18
AV, (iiiiiioioniaans 33.45 15.5 —17.95

* M stands forincapacity determined by the Medical Dlvlsxon PM for incapacity determined by the
Department of Physical Mediclne and Rehabilitation.

State Insurance Fund saved $251 53 per case, or $204,745.42 in all, by treating
these 814 patients. o

These admissions represent the most severely injured of the 4,003 workmen with
hand and finger wounds who received permanent partial compensation awards
during 1948-1949. 'Most probably these workmen would not have reduced their
disabilities to any great extent outside the Department of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation. :

On the other hand, to appease critics, one may agree that these patients might -

have improved as much as 50. per cent in the same-length of time without treatment.
This would still have represented a loss of $164.70 per case or a total of $134,065.80,

and the laborer would have remained . 50 per cent more 1ncapac1tated than with-

treatment
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